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CHRONICLE 
Fine Arts Building 
owner discovers it 
takes two to tango 
By James H. Ewert Jr. 
City Beat Editor 
Despite being gone for more 
than a year, the Rain Dog Cafe 
continues to cast a cloud over its 
fonner home. 
In late 2005, The Chronicle 
published a story about a mysteri-
ous development involving a ten-
ant at the Chicago Fine Arts 
Building, 410 S. Michigan Ave. 
Without notice, Rain Dog Books 
and Cafe moved out of its two-
story ground level storefront at 
404 S. Michigan Ave. Later it was 
reported that Chicago artist Marc 
Rubin would fi ll the space in 
place of the coffee shop. 
A week after the story was pub-
lished, Rubin, as well as answers 
concerning the development, 
were nowhere to be found. 
For the better part a year, the 
space Rain Dog Cafe and owner 
Rick Vokoun strangely moved out 
of remained empty. 
According to Bob Berger, the 
building's owner, it was because 
he was looking for just the right 
fit in the more-than-a-century-old 
building. 
" We ' re not looking for the 
highest rent; we're looking for the 
best mix for the building," Berger 
said. 
After Berger spent nearly a year 
looking, he finally settled on a ten-
ant to take over the prime piece of 
real estate---a tenant already in his 
building. AJvin Gates Photography, 
previously housed in the back end 
of the Fine Arts Building at 421 S. 
Wabash Ave., now occupies the 
See ~rg8r, Page 45 
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Colrunbia 27, Roosevelt 0 
Andrew Nelles/ The Chronicle 
Matt Holihan, a· senior television major and head coach of the Renegades baseball team, pauses between practice swings before. the 
March 30 game against the Roosevelt University Lakers at the University of Illinois at Chicago North Field. 
By Steve Yaccino 
Assistant Campu? News Editor 
On the first base side li ne, players jumped 
up and down and ran in place, either to evade 
the cold or rid their bodies of the opening-
game jitters. After months of practicing and 
nine attempts to begin the season, each time 
quashed by the weather, their chance to com-
pete had finally arrived. 
The evening sky was an ocean of blue, 
backdropping the incandescent city, glow-
ing like the bulbs illuminating the 
University of Illinois at Chicago North 
Field located on the comer of Roosevelt and 
Halsted roads. But the Columbia Renegades 
stood alone .in the spot light March 30, as the 
team kicked-off its season with a 27-0 tri-
umph over the Roose ve lt Un iversity 
Lakers. 
Although the game lasted for three hours,' 
it ended by "slaughter rule," which awarded 
Columbia an early victory for leading by 
more than 10 runs after just five innings. 
See Baseball, Page 9 
Scraping Katrina away Back to the bass-ics 
Group takes weekly 
drum and bass night 
to new Lava Lounge 
By Kristin Kalter 
However, the city's music scene 
hasn' t been completely free of the 
junglists. Bass by the Pound, a 
promotion group of drum and bass 
[)lJs and promoters. has been the 
staple in the ci ty for keeping the 
music alive, according to those 
involved in it. In May, they will 
celebrate their 10·year anniver-
sary and their weekly club night at 
the newly located Lava Lounge. 
1270 N. Milwaukee Ave .• was 
recently rekindled . 
i 
Kelsey Wild, right. and Sarah Mozal scrape paint from the side of a house in 5t. Bernard·s 
Parish in Chalmette, La. on March 19. The two traveled with Reach Out. a nonprofit student 
organization, to aid Hurricane Katrina victims during Columbia's springbreak. 
. . See Photo Essay, Page 29 
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Assistant A&E Editor 
Although Chicago is credited 
as the birthplace of house music 
on the electronic dance scene , a 
population of junglists and drum 
and bass heads is trying to create 
more prominence in the city for 
their genre . 
Wh ile house music evolved 
from disco and is typica ll y defin-
able by its " four to the noor" 
time signature, drum and bass, 
which evolved from hip-hop and 
reggae, is much faster and often 
incorporates heavie r bass and 
synth sounds with breaks in 
between. 
Drum and bass music is popular 
in the Uni ted Ki ngdom, where it 
orig inated. but it onl y pops up in 
Chicago on se lect nights and 
when clubs book international OJs 
and producers. 
Phan tom 45. one of Ch icago's 
most we ll -k nown drum and bass 
OJs, has been decjaying for 18 
years. 
He now a lso takes on the task 
as a manager rcsponsible for 
booking ac ts at Lava Lounge. He 
has kno wn the owners for a 
decade. and when they bought 
the club. they brought Phantom 
45 in to help. Partiall y because of 
this. Bass by the Pound has be~n 
able to s\,;curc a night there t::vl"ry 
week to host locaL national and 
See Drum and Bass, Page 33 
UK hip-hop 
comes to Chicago 
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News &-Notes 
The COlumbia Chronicle I April 9, 2007 
Sometimes, I w ish I could 
be lazy for a day. Instead of 
worrying about school, The 
Chronicle or my part-time job, 
I'd like to pour over my ever-
increasing stack of National 
Geographic magazines and 
drink some beer. (I realize 
that's not cool or fun for most 
people, but humor me.) 
That 's why I was rather per-
turbed last week when I read a 
commentary in The New York 
Times about people who are 
"self-absorbed" in their constant 
busyness. Although Alina 
Tugend wrote in her March 31 
article, '" am also aware that 
there are many who have no 
options, who must work 
exhausting hours simply to sur-
vive," she also mentions people 
who are too busy to even return 
phone call s. 
Of course, I' m not sure if I' m 
bothered by Tugend calling out 
people who are so rushed they 
can't even return a simple 
phone call, or that I'm one of 
those people. 
Now don 't misconstrue my 
actions as those of someone 
who chooses "to keep up a fre-
Wanted: a lazy, 
anxiety-free day 
By Eric Kasang, Managing Editor 
netic pace that seems large ly 
se lf-imposed, unnecessary-and 
unenjoyab le," as Tugend wrote . 
I actually feel quite gu ilty about 
neglecting many of my friends, 
comrades and all-around well-
wishers. I don 't ca ll back 
because I'm constantly multi-
tasking (I loathe that word) 
between editing and writing sto-
ries for the paper and school 
and working at a law office 
part-time. 
I'm sure some people would 
suggest starting a MySpace 
account to keep in touch with 
my acquaintances , but this dou-
ble-edged sword poses two 
problems: not enough time to 
maintain an account and pro-
longing the inevitable deaths of 
some friendships. 
I don't want to sound like a 
" Debbie Downer," but once 
people graduate thi s May, many 
close friendships will fa lter or 
simply cease. After graduating 
from Western JIIinois University 
for the first time in 1998, I tried 
to keep up with my inner circle 
of friends I had known for 
roughly four years; however, 
distance and multiple commit-
ments s lowly severed almost all 
of them. MySpace is like life 
support just barely keeping the 
friendships alive when they 
should have died years ago. 
Sometimes you just have to pull 
the plug. 
I' m not saying this isn't 
depress ing; but it' s so difficult 
to continue friendships when 
people are running in different 
directions. That 's why once I 
graduate, 1 will try to slow 
down . If I'm busy, it 's not 
some self-imposed workaholic 
imprisonment; it 's because job 
necessity demands it. I don't 
plan on working the 70 to 80 
hours a week I' m carrying 
now, but if I c'an't call some-
one back ri ght away, it not due 
to mismanaged prioriti"es. 
Still , for some of my neglect-
ed Chicago and suburban 
friends, please mark your calen-
dars for May 12: That 's when 1 
graduate. And if I don ' t call you 
after a week, then you can call 
me out for the "too busy" line 
orBS. 
ekasang@chroniclemail.com 
Joshua Covarrubias/ The Chronicle 
In Your Opinion 
Do you enjoy Columbia's math and science 
courses? 
"Ye .•. Most ,,(the 
teacher.f are prelly 
)(00<1 and know what 
they are talkin)( 
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kctlll" communication. 
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" Yeah. n,e Science of 
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Calendar 
April 9-14 
Story Week Reader 2007 
Volume 3 of the Story Week Reader is here. The collection's 21 
Columbia student-authors will read their " short short stories," which 
vary from fiction to creative non-fiction to, for the first time, a one-
act play. Hear the prose live at 4 :30 p.m. in the Columbia Bookstore, 
624 S. Michigan Ave., on April II. 
For more information, call the Publishing Lab ·at (312) 344-8537. 
Photojournalism Conference 
"The Photojournalist" includes door prizes, student work displays, 
a shoot-out contest and keynote speakers Erik Unger of Crain 's 
Chicago Business and Pulitzer Prize Winner Pablo Martinez. 
Admission is free, but RSVP by April I L The event begins at 9 a.m. 
in room 219 in the 33 E. Congress Parkway Building on April 14. 
---For more information and to RSVP, visi(,p PJSj Blogspot com. 
'Paradise Lost' 
Jqrt~· :--' 
The 1 heater Department presents " Paradise Lost," a play written 
in the 1930s by Clifford Odets that touches on depression. The sl)ow 
runs until April 15 in the Getz Theater, in the 11th Street Campus 
Bui lding, 72 E, II St . Admission is free for Columbia students; other 
students and seniors pay $6. General adrriission is $12. 
For more information. contact the Box Office at (3/2) 344-6126. 
SHOW OFF: Fashion Design 
Chicago fashion and beauty photographer Nathan Beckne'r will 
meet with interested fashion design studen'ts to discuss how to doc-
ument and present their conceptions. The session is open to juniors, 
seniors and recent graduates. Reservations are required. The meeting 
takes place ·in the Portfolio Center, suite 307 in the Wabash Campus 
Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave .• on April 10. 
To reserve a spot, call the Portfolio Center at (312) 344-7280, 
Dance Marathon 
The Student Organizations Counc il a ll night dance marathon 
fea tures mlls ic by Columbia student and OJ, Jimmy Styx. and the 
bund State and Madison. Food. games and movies will a lso be 
prov ided. Admission is free bu!. donations will go to the Youth 
Rally Camp. supporting 11- to 17-ycnr-olds li ving with bowel ftnd 
bladder anomalies. 
For more informmion, cOl/tact lilt! SOC at (J 12) 144-6616, 
CHRONICLE 
If you have an upcoming event or announcement, 
contact the news desk 
ohronl.l.ecolum .... 
(312)3 ........ 
campus News I April 9, 2007 
Campus News 
Canceled courses cause controversy 
Science & Math 
Department 
reevaluates curriculum 
By Amanda Maure r 
Campus News Editor 
Columbia 's recen t department 
merger has turned registering for 
some courses into a math problem. 
Coming th is fa ll , the Science 
and Mat h Depart ment w ill be 
e liminating about 10 courses. 
The cuts come after the Sc ience 
Institute's classes were merged 
with those in the Science and 
Math Departm ent last year. 
S ince then, admin istrators and 
facul ty have eva luated the cur-
ri culum to make sure courses 
don ' t over lap , and . that they do 
meet department standards. 
The department c urrentl y 
offers more than 60 courses for 
the fal l semester. 
The department and inst itute 
combined after students claimed 
they were too s imilar, makin g 
the registratio n process confus-
ing. A ll classes now operate out 
of the Sci ence and Math 
Departme nt. The Science 
Ins titut e now wo rks as 
research and outreach entity. 
Constantin Ras inariu, the act-
ing chair of the Science and Math 
Department , desc ribed the 
process as "cleaning house" and 
said the curricu lum comm ittee 
w ill investigate every course. 
As a result, as many as seven 
of the 16 classes that or ig inated 
in the Science Institute wilt not 
be offe red this fall , according to 
members in the ins titute. At 
least two courses from the 
Science and Math Department 
have been canceled . 
Some of the cu t courses 
inc lude Computer Mode ls and 
Virtua l Worlds, Bioethics: A 
M illennium issue , and 
Mathemati cs for Surv ival, a 
course that once offered more 
than 12 sect ions. Other current 
Science and Math classes offer 
around four sect ions each. 
However, some facu lty mem-
bers are questioni ng why the 
department cut certain courses. 
Lisa Schuy ler Jewell , a facu l-
ty me mber in t he Sc ience 
Institute, sa id she doesn ' t unde r-
stand how almost half o f the 
institute's courses cou ld be 
e lim inated, s.ince the its pro-
grams rece ived a Heuer Award 
for Outstandin g Achievement in 
Undergraduate Sc ience 
Education in 2004. 
" We win thi s national award 
for good science teaching and 
then they move the courses to 
the [Science and Mat h1 
Department , and ' [the de part -
ment official s ] dec ide the cours-
es aren ' t worth o fferin g," she 
said . 
Jewell is one of the three facul-
ty members who have rema ined 
with the Institute. Four moved to 
the Sc ience and Math 
Department. 
Ras inariu sa id the curriculum 
comm ittee, w hich evaluates each 
course, doesn ' t assess a class 
based on its orig in. 
" In thi s g lobal process, we're 
eva luating everything, includ ing 
the classes that came over from 
the Sc ience Inst itute," he sa id. 
"Most of them are of h igh qual-
Joshua Covarrubias/ The Chronicle 
ity, and we incorpora ted them 
and used them in some of our 
courses. Some o f those courses 
are of poor quality." 
Ras inar iu sa id the committee 
decided to not offer Mathematics 
for Survival thi s fa ll because the 
class didn't follow the sy ll abus 
and was not cons istently taught 
among secti ons. 
See Courses, Page 11 
Drug use rises on college campuses 
Study shows 
prescription drug 
crisis among 
students 
By George p, Siefo 
Assista nt Campus News Ed itor 
The number o f co llege stu-
dents abus ing presc r iption drugs 
has "skyrocketed ," accord ing to 
a recent study. 
The study, " Wast ing the Best 
a nd the Brig htes t : S ubs tance 
Abuse at Am er ica's Colleges 
and Uni vers ities," was re leased 
o n March 15 by The Nationa l 
Center o n Addict io n and 
Substance Abuse (CAS A) at 
Columbi a Un ivers ity in New 
Yo rk. It was led by CASA pres-
ident and former U. S. Secretary 
of Hea lt h Joseph Califano. 
Between 1993 and 2005, the 
numbe r o f co llege s tude nts 
abus ing opiates such as Vicod in 
and OxyContin shot up 343 per-
cent. The use of tranq u ilizers 
like Va lium and Xanax we re up 
Between 1993 to 2005 the 
number of college students 
who abused: 
( ::. . 
Opiates 
increased 
343 percent 
Tranquilizers 
increased 
450 percent 
~ ADHD focused 
• drugs increased 
93 percent 
Source: The National Center on Addiction and 
Subslallce Abuse at Columb ia University New York . 
450 percent , w h ile A DHD-
focused drugs like Adderall and 
Rita lin increased 9 3 percent , 
accord ing to the study. 
The study also found that 3.8 
millio n full- t ime co ll ege stu-
de nt s, or ro ug h ly 23 pe rcent, 
meet the medica l criter ia for sub-
stance abuse and dependence-
two and a half times the 8.5 per-
cent of tije genera l popu lation. 
The 23 1-page report included 
more tha n fou r years of 
research , su rveys, interviews 
and foc us groups and is the 
" mos t exte ns ive examinati o n 
ever undertake n o f the substance 
abuse s ituation on the nation 's 
co ll ege campuses," 
S usan Fos ter, CASA v ice 
pres ident and d irector of Po licy 
Researc h a nd A na lysis a t 
Columbia Un ive rsi ty, sa id the 
grow ing num ber o f prescript ion 
drug companies over the years 
has p layed a key fac tor in the 
drugs' avai labi li ty, 
" In the last 15 years, there has 
been a dramat ic increase in the 
number of presc ri ptions written 
for controlled drugs like Vicodin, 
OxyContin, Xanax, Percocet , 
Rita lin and Adderall ," Foster 
sa id. "These dru gs are now there 
fo r the taki ng in the medic ine 
cab inets across the coun try. " 
She sa id report s from college 
student s say it isn' t difficult to 
access presc ript ion drugs fro m 
co llege heal th cente rs and on the 
Internet without a prescription. 
Last year, a CASA study found 
that nine of 10 web sites selling 
controlled p rescription drugs 
don ' t even requ ire a prescrip-
tion, she sa id . 
Another factor dri ving abuse of 
these drugs is the perception 
among students that these drugs 
are safe because they are approved 
by the FDA, Foster said. 
"U nfo rt un ate ly, the ir sa fety 
does not extend to the ir use out -
side of medica l care," she sa id 
College students are inc reas~ 
ing ly us ing stimu lant drugs like 
Addera ll and Rital in because the 
d ru gs he lp them focus and per-
fo rm be tt er on exams, w h ile 
Vicodin and OxyContin are used 
to red uce stress, accordi ng to the 
study. 
Foster said co ll eges and uni -
versit ies have to step up and do 
mo re to add ress the cr isis. 
"Easy access, a perception of 
safety and sense that ab use of 
these drugs is an acceptab le way 
to cope w ith st ress or enhance 
perfo rm ance a ll d ri ves use," 
Foster sa id. " The fa il ure o n the 
part of college and univers ity 
p resi dents and trustees to 
address thi s prob le m furthe r 
fue ls the cu lture of abuse on 
campuses, whi le parents look 
the other way, or in some cases, 
facil itate the problem. " 
S he sa id one of the ways 
schoo ls can combat the problem 
is to sc reen a ll student s fo r sub-
s tance abuse problems or target 
hi gh-r isk stude nts. Foster a lso 
mentioned including academic 
cu rri cula informa tion about sub-
stance abuse and addiction . 
Mick i Leven tha l, Columbia 's 
directo r of Media Rela ti ons, 
said there arc no indications or 
ev idence that prescript ion drugs 
are a prob lem at Columbia. 
See Drugs, Page 13 
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Council 
debates 
outsourcing 
By Brent Steven White 
Associate Editor 
Manifest, outsourcing con-
cerns and the possibility ofa new 
major in the Music Department 
all topped the agenda at 
Columb ia's College Coun cil 
meeting on Apr il 6. 
Kev in Cassidy, facilities manag-
er in the Art and. Design 
Department, spoke at length about 
his concern to mini mize the 
schoo l's outsourcing employees. 
While it often benefi ts the college 
fin ancia lly, Cass idy sa id outsourc-
ing leads to a less cohesive college 
commu nity. He went fu rther and 
said having staff "a lleviates" ti me 
managemen t pressures placed on 
fu ll-time faculty. 
Mark Kelly,. vice pres ident of 
Student Affairs, agreed, but said 
the discuss ion of a staff person's 
ro le in academ ia is happening 
nati on w ide. 
"Staff, very o ften, get lost in the 
shuffie of academia," Kelly said , 
noting Columbia current ly 
employs about 800 staff members, 
" We need a paradigm sh ift [con-
cerning staff1 ." 
To uting progress wi th in the 
office of Studen t Affairs, Kelly 
sa id the schoo l has seen a jump of 
39 percent in the nu mber of 
African-American applicants fo r 
the fa ll . 
He also sa id the school is ahead 
of schedu le in planning for 
Man ifest. Seventy- five student 
showcases are now in place fo r the 
end-o f-the-year event , and the 
schoo l has raised mo re than 
$1 00,000, he sa id. Mani fest has 
also been moved to Grant Park at 
the req uest of the city, and is now 
exclus ive to students and fac ulty, 
Ke lly said . 
A proposa l packet outlin ing a 
possible new major in the Music 
Department was also d iscussed 
Richard Dunscomb, chair of the 
department, is pushing for a degree 
in Contemporary, Urban and 
Popu lar Mus ic. The degree has 
been under review fo r two years, 
aAd would be the first ofi ls kind in 
the United States, Dunscomb sa id . 
The counci l wi ll vote on the new 
degree next month. if approved, it 
wi ll go to the provost, then to 
President Warrick L. Carter. 
James MacDonald, associate 
Dean of the School of Fine and 
Perfoml ing Arts, said he 's confi-
dent Carter w ill inst itute the new 
degree if it reaches him. 
" He's a musician , so he' ll 
approve it," MacDona ld said. 
Echoing the sentiment held by 
many students, Patty McNair, a 
full- time faculty member in the 
Fiction Department , ex pressed 
frustrati on wit h the elevators in the 
623 S. Michi gan Ave. building. 
" '1l1ere are times when [ 'II COI11<: 
in and forge t (about the wait timesJ 
and have to wait. " McNai r sa id; 
while ac knowledgi ng she's heard 
rumors of professors start ing their 
classes later to compensa te for the 
slow elevators, 
A licia Berg, vicc president of 
Campus Env ironment , sa id the 
wa it times for elevators arc a prob-
lem but have improved s ince the 
beg inn ing of the semester. 
bwhirdf1chroniclematl. com 
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All veterans deserve benefits, group says 
Columbia students 
spend spring break 
lobbying in D.C. 
By Beth Palmer 
Assistant Campus NelNS Editor 
Young soldiers rubbed shoul· 
defs with World War II vets as 
they rode in coach buses from 
Chicago to Capi to l Hill in a vet-
eran ini tia ti ve nearly 200 strong. 
The trip occurred during 
Colu mbia's spring break and 
two of the college's own joined 
the quest of The Coalition of 
Veteran Organizations, a new 
joint effort by existing veteran 
advocates like American Legion, 
National Women's Vets United. 
Many politicians gave the sol-
diers respectful audience but their 
responses to the groups' concerns 
seemed inadequate to some. 
The soldiers visited the Capito l 
to discuss five specific issues: aid 
for homeless veterans, aid for 
Fi lipino World War 11 vets, more 
funding for veteran menlal health 
aid and life-long benefits for 
Iraq/Afghanistan veterans who 
currently only receive medical aid 
fo r fwO years following the end of 
their service. 
Its members from Columbia 
include Ben Pardo, a junior unde-
cided major who went to 
Washington to represent his ailing 
gnmdfather, a World War n vet, 
and Kim Driscoll, a junior journal-
ism major and Navy veteran. 
Driscoll is one of approximately 
80 veterans currently enrolled at 
Columbia, said E.l . Talbot, who 
served in the Navy and has been 
Columbia's veterans services 
counselor in the Undergraduate 
Admissions Office for 24 years. 
"Veterans make up less than 0.1 
percent of enrollment," Talbot 
said. "The highest we've had is 
abou t 160 veterans, but the number 
has steadily declined from the 
early '90s." 
"Anyone W'1O puts down 
their life, which is the 
supreme sacrifice, shouldn't 
be [denied] anything. " 
- Willard Kenebrew, 
former Special Forces Green 
Beret who went to Capitol Hill 
with the Coalition of Veteran 
Organizations 
Less vets are enrolled because 
the G L Bill no longer provides 
automatic education funding, 
Talbot said. The bill, passed in 
1944, first provided World War II 
vets funding for college education, 
a year of unemployment compen-
sation and loans to buy houses and 
start businesses. 
But since 2006, the G. I. Bill 
on ly provides $1,075 a month 
for education, for three years 
m aximum. That stipend would 
only pay for about ha lf of a 
year 's tuition at Columbia. 
"Anyone who puts down their 
li fe, which is the supreme sacri-
fice, shouldn· t be [denied] any· 
thing," said Wi llard Kenebrew, a 
Special Forces Green Beret in the 
Monday April 16 
Jacki Thomas 
Independent Project 
6:00 PM 
Tuesday April 17 
Jerry Butler in Concert 
and·.Conversation 
12:00 PM 
'40s and '50s who went to Capitol 
Hill with the Coalition. 
Kenebrew uses his retirement 
benefits from working for the U. S. 
Postal Service rather than his vet-
eran benefits, but he wanted to 
"support his brothers in anns." 
Pardo also attended the . trip to 
show support for veterans, but he 
said at one time he opposed the 
military because he doesn't like 
the idea of taking lives. 
" I do not feel that way [about the 
military] anymore because we do· 
have democracy and democracy is 
sacred, and we need to protect that, 
especially from people like 
[President] Bush," Pardo said. 
Pardo said the coalition met 
with U.S. Rep. Rahm Emanuel 
(0·111.) and an aide from Illinois 
Sen. Barack Obama's office, 
among many other congressmen 
and senators. 
"They were very channing, they 
were open-minded and they gave 
us aud ience, but they weren't 
going to give us an inch as far as 
the issues," Pardo said. "So, our 
politicians ne.ed our help , they 
need inspiration." 
A spokeswoman from Rep. 
Emanuel's office said the congress-
man indeed supports increased ben-
efits for veterans. . 
After the coalition's first meet-
ing 'with politicians in Washington, 
Pardo said he thought of an idea to 
create an online petition that also 
creates a database of people who 
support veterans' issues. The web-
site· could easily collect 100,000 
signatures to present to Congress, 
, he said. 
E. J. Talbot. the veteran services counselor for Columbia, ·has 
worked at the college for 24 years. He said veterans make up 
less than 0.1 percent of enrollment. 
Although the group met with 
many members of Congress, the 
best response to their requests 
was a bill to increase 
Iraq/Afghanistan veterans' health 
care from two years after service 
to five years. 
" I was just astounded, and I was 
furious," Pardo said. " We need to 
do something; we need to make 
these people change the law." 
The Coalition of Veteran 
Organizations is looking for com-
puter programmers to help launch 
an online petition website. Contae!. . 
Ben Pardo at visaudi@gmail.com~ ., 
. bpalmer@chroniclemail.com 
/ Reservations required 312·344·6300 
Ashley Stevenson Senior Recital 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday April 18 
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby 
12:00 PM 
Classical Guitar Concert: 
Winner of the 
Paracho Competition 
Columbia ~ cJcoo 
0 0\.1.'" (l HICAOa ..... ftINlM._".,.. ..... 
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An open peek inside 
Columbia's sketchbooks 
College community 
shows off work during 
illustration process 
By Quinn MIItcn 
Staff Writer 
Many arti sts choose not to reveal their 
work until it is finished, but at 
Columbia , students also find art in the 
process of the ir work. 
"Sketchy Five" is the fifth annual 
exhibition o f sketches, sketchbooks and 
drawings from students, faculty and 
staff. The exhibit, which explores the 
process of art and the thought progres· 
sion of the artis t, is on djsplay until Apri l 
20 in the Hokin Gallery, in the Wabash 
Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave. 
Instead of only see iAg the final prod-
uct . this exhibit allows viewers to see 
what comes before an artist is finished . 
From robots to short comic strips to · 
elaborate doodles. the various sketches 
fill the walls of the ga llery. 
Nancy Julson-Rieley, the exhibition 
coordinator and curator, said the show-
case has become very popular with stu-
dents over the years. She sa id this year's 
exhibit features 40 to 50 different artists 
at the school. The show included all sub-
mitted entries. 
" It 's an awesome open-call show," 
Julson-Rieley said. "People can put up 
stuff that they wouldn 't nonnally." 
Senior a rt and design major Ben 
Stevens has partic ipated in " Sketchy 
Five" for about four years. He said the 
show draws a different group o f people 
who want to part icipate and seem to 
'l ave II Jot o f fun . 
" I love lines , I love detail and I love 
lhe progress ion of an idea," Stevens said. 
"To me, it is therapeutic. Some people 
do yoga, or drink to excess; I like to 
dra w." 
Chris Eliopoulos, a senio r fine arts 
major has sketches featured in the exhib-
it , and said sometimes the mos t interest-
ing part about art is how the artist 
arrived to the fini shed piece. 
"A n exhibi t like 'Sketchy' also 
reminds you that there is thought and 
logic behind any execut ion," Eliopoulos 
said. 
Jay Sato. a senior art and design major, 
created a ll o f the sketches for the promo-
tional handout for the exhibit. 
" My mind is a 2417 art-brain 
machine ," Sato said. " I basically draw 
intuitively, but if it 's something with a 
concept I'll sketch it a million times 
until I feel something from the sketch." 
Not all of the artists' sketches tum into 
finished products, but they choose to 
hang on to it for referencing ideas la ter. 
The "Sketchy Five" exhibit shows a 
variety of drawings that may otherwise 
never be seen by anyone bes ides the 
artist. 
" A huge part of sketching is experi-
mentation," Eliopoulos said. "Much like 
everything else, sometimes experiments 
go horribly wrong. Sometimes not 
everything put 10 paper was meant to 
have a finished end." 
Jeremy Smith, a sophomore art and 
design major, said the idea of submitting 
sketches instead of fin ished pieces was a 
big fac tor in deciding to be a part of the 
show. 
"The exhibit is freeing in that it's based 
on process and not finished pieces, espe-
cially pieces that must fit a certain theme 
or limited medium," Smith said. 
Moni Lewandowski , a freshman fiction 
writing major with art in the show, said 
the exhibit is nice because the onl y real 
requirement was to submit something that 
isn'1 a painting. 
" It's a very broad and open exhibit ," 
Lewandowski said. "Lots o f the other 
exhibits have ve ry spec ific, narrow 
themes and sometimes it's hard to link 
you r work to someone e lse's theme or 
idea." 
Sophomore fashion design major Lyz 
Peters said the showcase is refreshing 
compared to the other exhibits on cam-
pus right now. 
" It 's cool to see the process and idea 
the artist had, not just the fini shed, edit~ 
ed product," Peters said. " It 's a rea lly 
fresh exhibit that gives a diffe rent per-
spective to art , because I think a ll the 
hard work that goes into the final piece 
is just as impon ant to see." 
"Sketchy Five" will be al the HoHn 
Gallery, in the Wabash Campus 
Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave., until April 
20. Gallery hours are Monday through 
Thursday from 9 a.m. 10 7 p .m .. Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p .m. and Saturday by 
appointment. 
Art is displayed inside of the Hokin Gallery. In the Wabash campus BUilding. 623 
S. wabash Ave .• which IS current hOUSing 'Sketchy Five: The exhlbft Includes the 
illustration processes of featured facutty, staff and student artISts. 
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Q-ad student/author first in her major to publish book 
Story of Irish band 
The Frames to b.e 
released in U.S. 
By Be1h Palmer 
Assistant camJ?~ s News Editor 
Celtic rock inspired two 
Chicagoans' to turn their fanati -
cism into a published hardcover. 
Co-authored by Columbia jour-
nalism graduate student Janine 
Schaul ts and a professional pho-
tographer, Zoran Orl ic , The· 
Frames: Behind the Glass makes 
its U.S. debut April 13 at a book 
sign ing hosted by Uncommon 
. Ground. 
The Frames: Behind [he Glass, 
is about Orlic's work shooting the 
Dublin-based band The Frames, as 
told to Schaults. Orl ic 's photos 
correspond with her narrative. 
Schau Its' intensity .and persist-
.ence with her work impressed 
Orlic and made him want to col-
laborate, he said. 
"I generally only work with 
people I admire and who inspire 
me- that sort of says it all," Orlic 
said. "Her passion has the 
strength of a killer-trained pitbull. 
Once she grabs hold, there is no 
letting go." 
Schau Its is the first journalism 
graduate student to have a book 
published while still in school, 
said ~orma Green, director of 
the graduate journalism program 
who has taught at Columbia for 
the past 19 years. 
The signing at Uncommon 
Ground. 3800 N. Clark St.. brings 
Schaults full ' circle: Almost seven 
years ago at the same venue, she 
met Odic and The Frames for the 
first time. 
That night, Nov. 17, 2000, 
Schaults attended Uncommon 
Ground's annua l tribute show 
for Jeff Buckley, a musician 
who drowned when. he was 30 
years old. 
The journey that led to Behind 
the Glass began that same night 
when the lead singer oJ The 
Frames, Glen Hansard, "" ph-
fonned in honor of his late friend, 
Buckley. 
Schaults still remembers exact-
ly what Hansard was wearing. 
HHer passioll has the 
strength of a killer-trained 
pitbulL Once she grabs 
. hold, there 5 110 letting go. " 
- Zoran Orlic, co-author of 
'The Frames: Behind the 
Glass' 
" I remember because that's 
how- important [the night] was, 
looking back," she said. 
after the show. They stayed in 
contact. sharing a love for The 
Frames, and began worki ng on 
the book three years ago. 
In 2005, an Irish publisher, The 
Collins Press, picked up the book 
and flew Ortic and Schau Its to 
Dublin for a Frames concert and 
book-release signing. 
Orlic searched for a U.S. dis-
tributor and, in the meantime, 
The Frames: Behind the Glass 
received an amazing response in 
Ireland and the U.K .. he said. 
The book continues to gamer 
more press as The Frames gain 
popularity. Schau Its said. 
"The time we spent in Dublin 
[releasing the book] was surreal , 
and I expect the C.hicago signing 
to be much of the same." 
Schau Its , who has wri tten for 
publications like the Chicago 
Tribune, NewCity Chicago and 
the Chicago InnefYiew, said she's 
invited her colleagues, friends 
and "everyone she knows" to the 
Uncommon Ground event. 
Hansard 's presence in the room 
and his passion as he sang moved 
Schaults, she said. 
"I was ready to move to Ireland 
and follow him around for the 
rest of my life," Schaults said. 
And a1though others aren't sur-
prised she 's already published, 
Schau Its said she' never expected 
to write a book so earl y in her 
career. 
John Stein, her editor during an 
internship at the Daily South town, 
said Schaults' writing stood out. 
Co-author Janine Schaults holds her book, 'The Frames: Behind 
the Glass,' which will be released in the United States this week. 
The Frames had the same effect 
on Orlic, who had written a fan 
letter to Hansard years before the 
tribute show. It led to a friendship 
and hi s photo-documenting of 
The Frames' career. 
Orlic was photographing 
Hansard 's Uncommon Ground 
perfonnance and met Schaults 
"Before Janine left as our 
intern, she had earned bylines in 
several feature products," Stein 
said. " It had not happened prior, 
and it has not happened since." 
Joel Sternberg taught Schaults at 
Chicago's Saint Xavier University 
where she worked al the college's 
newspaper, The Xavierite. 
"Her passion for writing was 
contag ious to o ther students," 
Sternberg said. " Her wo rds 
come alive on the page and cre-
ate strong visual imagery within 
the reader." 
Sternberg said Schaults' love 
for music, movies and life seeps 
into her writing. 
"She has a great ca reer ahead 
The Greater South Loop Association, 
Columbia College Journalism Department, 
and Printers Row Presidents 
Present 
of her," he said. "The recent 
publication of her book on The 
Frames is an early indication of 
that. " 
'The Frames : Behind (he 
Glass' is available online a[ 
Amazon.com and Borders.com 
and is coming soon [0 bookstores. 
bpalmer@chronic/email.com 
CANDIDATES FOR 2ND WARD ALDERMAN 
Bob. 
Fioretti 
Madeline 
Haithcock 
Come join us for the South Loop's premier run-off election event 
and help us fill the 700 person capacity auditorium at 
Soka Gakkai 
Conveniently located at 1455 South Wabash with free parking available 
Monday, April 9, 2007 
5:45 - 6:30 - Meet and Greet the Candidates 
6:30 - 9:00 - Candidates' Forum 
To submit questions for the candidates , please email themtodjb@amari-Iocallo.com 
For more Information on this event, please visit the web sites below: 
www.greatersouthloop.org www.printersrowpresidents.org 
www.colum.eduj undergraduatej journalism 
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> OPEN TO ALL COLUMBIA COLLEGE STUDENTS 
> BRING COPIES OF YOUR RESUME students~ 
> DRESS SHARP 
> BE PREPAIRED TO BE INTERVIEWED BY EMPOYERS 
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Baseball: 
'Dedication' leads 
team to victory 
Continued Irom Front Page 
"From the first pitch to the last 
pitch we played as a team," said 
Ryan Knight, a sophomore film and 
video major and president of the 
baseball team. "It's always good to 
get the first win of the year." 
After an uneventful fi rst inning, 
the Renegades unleashed its 
offense in a fury of doubles. sin· 
gles and aggressive base running 
to score 10 runs in the second 
inning and set the tone for the rest 
of the game. 
"Everyone on the team went out 
and played hard until the end," 
Knight said. 
The tcam of 16 players is signif-
icantly smaller than last year's 25-
man rosIer, said Matt Holihan, 
Renegades head coach and player. 
However, he said there is more 
chemistry and devotion on the 
team this year. 
"I don 't want to di scount the 
g reat g roup of guys last year," 
said Holihan , a senior telev i· 
sion major. " But we ha ve more 
dedication to the sport of base· 
ball this year, and that tran· 
spires in us and on the field ." 
" In the past, I think guys were 
just using (the team] as a recre-
ation," Moskal said. "Most of the 
players we have on the team this 
year are more about winning and 
playing the game the right way." 
But it wasn't just the 
Renegades' hi tting that he lped 
clench the win. 
Renegades pitchers shut out the 
Lakers, allowing them onl y one 
hit and three walks in the game. 
Dan Mora, a junior art and design 
major, received the wi n for pitch-
ing the first two in nings. Hol ihan 
said good pitching is what w ill 
keep the team in more competi-
tive games and increase its 
chance of moving up in the 
league. 
The learn joined the Nationa l 
Club Baseball Association this 
year. Its former league disbanded 
after the 2004 season. Holihan 
said the NCBA was a natural step 
for the Renegades and wi II pro-
vide more opportunities for the 
team to advance should they win 
their conference. To do so. the 
Renegades would have to place 
first in the Great Lakes Western 
conference after playing 12 
scheduled league games. 
Although the game against the 
Lakers did not count for the con-
ference, Holihan said being in the 
league affects the way the players 
view every game. 
" It changes your composure," he 
said. "Our whole team is out there 
because we want to play to have 
fun. but given that ex.tra competi-
tive edge moving toward a 
more tangible goal I think drives 
the team." 
of its season and ninth since the 
team fonned last year. He said field-
ing errors hurt his team the most. 
" If we [had made] the plays 
that we' re supposed to , many of 
those runs would not have 
scored," he said . 
Gebhardt also sa id the weather 
may have pulled his teammates out 
of the game mentally and hopes 
the Lakers wi ll be a "completely 
different team" when it faces the 
Renegades on Apri l 27. 
But weather was no obstacle for 
Renegades fans, who crowded the 
bleachers cheering for their friends 
and occas ionally heckling the 
umpire . 
Ryan Kania, a freshman televi· 
sion major. came to watch the 
game because he had heard about 
the team and wanted to see how 
well they played. He said he was 
surprised at the number of 
Renegades fans in anendancc. 
" I didn't even think there'd be 
bleachers," he said. 
Marisol Rosero, a senior mar-
keting communications major and 
SGA senator, said she came to 
watch a friend play and was also 
surprised at the turnout because of 
Columbia 's reputation as an art 
school. 
" It 's the first game and I thought 
we'd be the only ones [here] ," she 
said . 
The Renegades slaughtered thOe 
9 
DePaul University Blue Demons 
19·9 in eight innings on April I , 
for another non-conference game 
victory. They played their first two 
league games in a doubleheader 
against the University of 
Wisconsin Eau Claire BluGolds on 
April 6. At the time of publication, 
no scores were available. 
The Renegades will face the 
UniversiryofWlsconsin Whitewater 
Hawks on April J 3. The game will 
begin at 7 p.m. at a field not yet 
detenllined. For more informatioll 
0 11 the team and game updates visit 
leaglleJineup.com!coJumbiabase-
ball, 
syaccino@chlVlliclemail.com 
About 50 students tried out fo r 
the team last fall. the largest 
turnout in the team's history. 
Holillan said. Teammate Leo 
Moskal, a senior journalism major, 
said the Renegades ' 2004 league 
championship victory has drawn 
more attention to the team. there-
fore bringing more experienced 
and competitive players to tryouts. 
Man Gebhardt, a Roosevelt grad· 
uate student and head coach of the 
Lakers, said the game was the first 
Daniel Mora. a junior art and design major, slides into home during the March 30 game against the 
Roosevelt University Lakers. 
Leave early. Leave late. Alternate. 
'The Three-Track phase of CTA's $530 million Brown Line 
Capacity Expansion project is in progress. For a more 
modern and efficient CTA, Belmont and Fullerton stations are 
being upgraded with elevators and more spacious platforms. 
So, if you ride the Brown Line, north branch of the Red 
Line or Purple Line Express, here are a few things you 
need to know: 
• We will continue to run trains and 
the Fullerton and Belmont Stations 
will remain open during construction. 
• While we work to serve you better, 
longer wait times and more crowded 
trains may be unavoidable during 
peak travel times . We ask lor your 
patience. 
• We recommend that you consult 
the CTA Bus & Rail Map to ident ify 
which bus routes could serve as 
viable alternatives. The CTA has 
an extensive bus network that 
complements rail service. There are 
more than 40 bus routes in the area. 
including nine lakefront express 
routes that provide direct service to 
and from the Loop. 
• We suggest allowing extra travel time 
and encourage you to leave earlier 
or later during peak travel times, 
especially during the p.m. rush. 
• Call the RTA's Travel Information 
Center (836-7000 from any local 
area code) or visit 
www.transitchicago.com and click on 
the ATA Trip Planner lor assistance 
in planning an alternate travel 
itinerary. 
• Visit www.transltchlcago.com 
or www.ctabrownllne.com lor 
more information. 
' ~ Avid Xpress . E,BdS2 
Avid. 
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Sponsored by:Chicago Artists'Coalition,College Art Association and 
Columbia College Chicago's Art & Design Department.Ecenter AEMMO and PortfolioCenter 
Friday, April 13 
The DIY Panel 
The Columbia Chronicle '1 April 9. 2007 
6PM in 623 S. Wabash, 1st Floor Hokin Hall 
Join us for a panel discussion focusing on strategies for successful 
ca reers with Adam Brooks and Mathew Wi lson of the Industry of the 
Ord inary, Two Girls Working (co llaborative duo from NY), and 
moderator Meli ssa Potter, Career Developmerit Assoc iate, College Art 
Association ' 
FREE admission. No registration necessary. 
Saturday, Apri l 14 
check-in - 623 S. Wabash, 1st floor 
12PM 
Opening Session: Preparing "Creatives" 
for Entrepreneurial Ventures 
-joseph Roberts~ C;I~mbja- Coll~g~ -C~ ica-go - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Genevieve Thiers, OperaModa and Sittercity, Inc 
1PM-SPM 
!"-~ _l!!X _lI'!..o..~~!?'!!,J?!? ____ ___ ____ _______________ _ 
Learn the Ins-and-outs of developing a sustainable art practice during a day of 
workshops: 
Developing a Digital Portfolio Dirk Matthews, Portfolio Center 
Grant Writing Melissa Potter, College Art Association 
Creating a Business Plan Chris Smith, Chicago Artists' Coalition 
Financial Planning Michele Conti, Chicago Artists· Coalition 
Space is limited to 100 participants. To register, log-.on to 
www.caconline.org before April 11. 
Costs: 
CAC members: $40 
Columbia College students: $10 
Other students: $20 
Non CAC members: $60 
Graduatin students & recent alumni: 
Do you already. have a web portfolio? If so, please email your webSite to us 
(dmatthews@colum.edu), so we can include it in our collection of portfolios. Not 
only might you end up getting a call from a potential employer, but you'll be 
helping those who haven't yet completed their portfolios by giving. them an 
excellent example of how it's done. 
If you DO NOT have a web portfolio, and you are about to graduate or have 
graduated within the past six months, then let us help you create one! You can 
register for portfolio production by going online to: 
http://www.colum.edu/portfolioand clicking on 'Portfolio Center Registration." 
PORTFOLIG E N T E R 
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Courses: 
Students voice 
mixed opinions 
on class cuts 
Hempfling, a sophomore film 
and video major, said he dido't 
like how half of his class was 
based on word problems. He 
said they didn ' t start using num-
bers until a few weeks into the 
semester. 
Continued from Page 3 
"?y1ost of it was very confus-
ing," he said. 
Kevin Fuller, the associate 
chair of the Science and Math 
Department, is one of the four 
Jewell, who currently teaches 
the course, said the syllabus 
lists the topics 
covered so students 
can receive the 
appropriate class 
credit if they trans-
fer. She said she 
didn't think the 
evaluation process 
was suffic ient, 
because Rasinari.u 
sat in on one of her 
classes for half of 
the period. 
"/ think the depart-
ment may just be 
afraid of having a 
math class that wasn Y 
calculus or algebra, 
that wellt about the 
creative way of think-
ing instead of plain, 
old math." 
-Claire Stahlecker, 
freshman music 
faculty members 
who moved from 
the institute when 
the groups 
merged. Although 
he's not a part of 
the curr iculum 
committee, he has 
sat in on many of 
its meetmgs. 
Claire Stahlecker, 
a freshman music 
major who took the 
course last semes-
ter, said she enjoyed 
major 
He sa id some 
criter ia the com-
mittee considers 
when reviewing a 
course include 
how similar it is to 
others, the rigor-
and learned from the class. 
" It really expanded the way you 
think about things," she said. 
Stahlecker thinks the class 
was canceled because it wasn't 
like the college's other math 
courses. 
" I think the department may 
just be afraid of having a math 
class that wasn't ca lculus or 
a lgebra ; that went about the 
creative way of thinking 
instead of plain, old math ," 
Stahlecker said. 
But other students, like Andrew 
Hempfling, aren ' t surprised the 
course has been canceled. 
ousness of the 
class , the leve l of lab work in a 
lab course and the consistency 
between sections. 
He also thinks the merge has 
gone smoothly, and the faculty 
who have moved from the insti-
tute to the department are transi-
tioning well . 
" I think people on both sides 
have made a real, honest, open 
effort to make it work," he said. 
While Rasinariu said he 
knows students enjoyed the cut 
courses, he said the department 
needed to make sure each class 
qualified fo r math or science 
credit. In some cases, the com-
mittee found courses' curricu-
lums lacking in the amount of 
math and science taught. 
Steven Kapelke, provost and 
vice president of Academic 
Affairs, said wltiie it's important to 
evaluate classes on their own 
merit, the evaluation committee 
also looks at how the course ties 
into others. 
"You' re not just looking at a 
particular class," Kapelke said. 
• 
"You tre looking at a series of 
classes, a series of experiences, 
which you hope add up to a uni~ 
fied educational experience for 
the students." 
Although c lasses have been 
cut, Rasinariu sa id the depart-
ment will offer more sections 
of o ther courses to make up the 
difference. 
Officials say the reevaluating 
process could take another year 
Poetry In person 
to complete. 
Zafra Lerman, head of the 
Science Institute, could not be 
reached for comment. 
"The main concern for which 
we have is quality and sub-
stance," Rasinariu said. "To 
have respect for our students 
means we have to offer what 
they're paying for." 
amallrer@chroniclemai!.com 
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Drugs: 
Students 
acknowledge 
Issue on campus 
Continued from Page 3 
" We want our students to be 
well and healthy," Leventhal 
said . "We do not spy on our stu-
dents. OUT students arc adults 
both by law and practice." 
Yet Oll e Columbia s tudent , 
who goes by the name Edwards 
and asked to have hi s rea l name 
withheld, said he was first 
exposed to prescription drugs 
when his dentist presc ribed 
Vicodin after his wisdom teeth 
we re pulled. Edwards said he 
dido ' ( like the idea of taking 
prescription drugs and "jus t 
wanted to get rid of them:' 
" I so ld all of them to one of 
my friends who took them fo r 
himself and [he] so ld them to 
o ther friends asking fo r Ihe 
drug," Edwards said. " I did it 
because I didn 't want them and 
wanted to make some cash." 
Edwards sa id a lo t o f stude nts 
on campus are talk ing about 
prescript ion drugs. He sa id 
drugs like Adderall seem to 
have academic bene.fit s· fo r 
some s tudents while o thers take 
the drug to help enhance 'thei r 
creati vit y. 
"Because Columbia is an art 
school , I think that some people 
take stuff like Vicodin to benefit 
their art persona," he sa id . " It 's 
like they take them to develop 'a 
fa lse art persona." 
With prescription drug abuse 
on campuses ris ing, rehab clin· 
ics across the nalion are see ing 
more co llege students applying 
for treatment. 
J.T. Dai ly, director o f Drug 
Educa tion and chemica l 
dependence counse lor . at 
Na rconon Arrowhead, a drug 
rehab clin ic in Oklahoma, sa id 
he 's seen "tremendous 
increase" in the number of co l· 
lege s tudents com ing in fo r 
treatment. 
While all rehab clinics va ry, 
Na rconon patients go through a 
four· to six· month recovery pro· 
gram and pay anywhere from 
$20,000 to $30,000 for treat-
HWe do flof 5PY 011 our 
51udellts. Our stude/l ts are 
adults both by law and 
p ractice. " 
- Micki Leventhal, di rector 
of Media Relations 
ment , he said . 
" Marketing these drugs has 
had a· huge influence on the 
increase of co llege s tude nts 
abusing the drugs," Daily sa id . 
Also fue ling the success of 
prescription drug companies is 
the common theory that because 
addiction is viewed as a di s· 
ease-something addic ts have 
to ba ttl e with the ir who le 
lives- some prescri ption drugs 
are assoc iated with the hea ling 
process and become someth ing 
addicts have to take forever to 
successfu lly battle the ir disease. 
Students are also being exposed 
to prescription drugs from their 
doctors, Daily said. He said some 
of Narconon's pa tients injure 
themselves in car accidents or have 
surgery so the ir doctors will pre· 
scribe them painkillers. 
" We are also seeing that once 
co llege students are given a pre· 
scription from their doctors and 
find oul they could get high o fT 
them, they are going to their 
fri ends and se ll ing it," Daily said. 
Another suppli e r of these 
drugs, alo ng with parents and 
doc tors, arc prescription drug 
dea lers- ind ividuals who ob tain 
mass amounts of Vicodin, 
OxyConti n or Val ium and se ll 
them in sma ller a mounts to 
other drug dealers. 
Acco rding to Dail y, many o r 
these dealers ge t thei r drugs 
from Mexico and smuggle the m 
across the border to the United 
Stales, and prescr ip tion drugs 
like Vicodin o r Valium don't 
even 'req uire a presc ription in 
Mexico. He a lso added co rrup-
tion amo ng pharmacists trying 
to make "a fast buck" in Mexico 
arc adding to the problem. 
Whi le J::dwards acknowledged 
that presc ri ption drug deale rs 
ex ist , he sa id s tudents are prima-
r il y ge lling them from other s tu· 
dents who obtai n them through 
their doctors ,jIld se ll them to 
fri ends. 
" It 's whatever you got to do to 
conv ince yo urse lf that why 
you're taking them is OK," 
Edwards sa id . "And it's much 
easie r when it 's g iven to you by 
your doctor." 
gslefo@chron iclemail.cofll 
Kickin' brass 
Rachael Strecher/ The Chronicle 
Danielle Randall, a freshman music major. solos at the Jazz 
Gallery in the Music Center. 1014 S. Michigan Ave .. on April 
4. She says she has played instruments on and off since the 
fifth grade. 
Attention Students! 
Are you current on your 
student account balance? 
If you 're not, then you wi ll be restricted from registeri ng. Student 
Financial Services placed REGISTRATION HOLDS on student 
accounts that were not cu rrent on thei r ba lance_ Students were 
notified through thei r MyOASIS email accounts and called by SFS. 
In order to have your SFS hold removed, 
your SFS account must be current! 
Check your current balance and or 
financial aid status by logging into OASIS. 
Payments can be made through CCCPay, in person at the Cashier 
Window 600 S_ Michigan 3rd floor or by mail sent to Student 
Financia l Services Attention: Payments. 
If you have any additional questions or need to review you financ-
ing options, contact Student Financia l Services, by dialing our toll 
free Help Line at 1-866-705-0200 or visit our Customer Service 
Options Page - Go to \Vww,colum,edu - click on Current Students. 
- Student Financial Services 
Help Line at 1-866-105-0200 
Student Financial Services 
Attention: Payments 
600 S, Michigan Room 303 
Chicago, IL 60605 
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• Covered parking 
to accommodate 
loading and 
unloading 
• Preferred truck 
rental rate 
• We sell boxes 
and moving 
supplies 
465 N. Desplaines St. 
Located at the corner of Grand Ave. and De.plaln •• St. 
(312) 243·2222 
www.metrostorage.com 
' Certain restrictions apply. Subject to availability. Ren tal rate valid through 11130106 
MUST PRESENT VALID STUDENT 1.0 . TO RECEIVE SPECIAL RATE. 
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Editorials 
Avoiding a war with Iran 
T he United States, CUf-ren tl y mired in two costl y wa rs, has thus 
far narrowly avoided an all -
out war with Iran. Now, as 
the tensions between the two 
countries contin ue to 
increase. we arc on the brink 
of entering that third war. 
A report by Ti me maga-
zine last month found U.S. 
troops and Iraqi so ld iers 
skirmished with Iranian 
troops on the Iraq- Iran bor-
der in September 2006. 
Pentagon o nicia ls re fu sed to 
comment on the inciden t, 
but American forces quoted 
in the story sa id at least one 
Iranian soldier died. 
And, of course, Ihi s isn 't 
the only recent dispute to 
take place on' the Iraq- Iran 
border. Iran seized 15 British 
service members three weeks 
ago after tbei r boat allegedly 
Ires passed into Iranian 
waters. Though tensions have 
eased in recent days witb Iran 
re leasing the capti ves, rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries are st ill shaky. 
These incidents are two 
pieces of the puzzle that po int 
toward a looming con flict 
with Iran. 
But combine them wilh 
American forces occupying 
the Persian Gulfwith 15 war-
ships, coalition forces captur-
ing four Iranians in Iraq and 
accusing them of conducting 
attacks, as well as the nuclear 
sland·off between the west conflict w ilh Iran wou ld like-
and Iran. and a war now 
appears inevitable. 
But maybe not. 
It may be idea li stic of us to 
presume, but why doesn't the 
U.S. govcnlment try to quell 
these tensions diplomatical -
ly? If past and present eon-
niels- like the Cold War and 
current dilemma with North 
Korea- have proved, many 
differences can be reso lved 
simply by extending our 
hand and comprom ising. It 
won't be easy, however, since 
the Un ited States cut diplo-
matic ties with Iran in 1980 
after 52 Americans were held 
hostage for 444 days at- the 
American Embassy in 
Tehran. 
Still , we think the U.S. 
needs to cut the jingoist rhet-
oric and work toward fi xing 
differences diplomatically, 
because our counl ry cannot 
afford another war: financial-
ly, logistica lly or mi litarily. 
A war with Iran will 
almost certainly lead to a 
draft i f ~her countries- like 
Venezuela or Syria-decide 
to defend their all y. 
A war with Iran will also 
continue to tarnish our dimin-
ishing image. And a war with 
Iran will further deplete our 
financial resources and fi scal 
spending. Current estimates 
suggest the United States has 
spent over $1.2 trillion in the 
Iraq war alone. A drawn-out 
Iy cost something similar. 
Sti ll , some U.S. offi cials 
have begun to create a dia-
logue that might avoid a 
showdown with Iran. To the 
di smay of many White House 
offi cials, and at the sugges-
tion of the Iraq Study Group, 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
traveled to Syria and met 
with President. Bashar a l-
Assad last week. Part of the 
discussion centered on Syria 
playing an instrumental role 
in the establishment of peace 
between Israe l and Palestine. 
And while this is a positive 
step toward paving the way 
for peace in the region, the 
efforts for creating a more 
open dialogue with the 
Middle East can't end there. 
The United States and it s 
highest officials must become 
more active in opening a dis-
cussion wilh countries it's in 
conflict with . 
With another war po~s ibly 
around the comer, one whose 
consequences could be more 
costly, stubbornness and fin-
ger pointing are losing their 
place in the current polit ical 
arena. 
And while Iran's Pres ident 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad may 
not be the most realisti c 
leader, it doesn' t mean the 
United States should be 
uncompromising in dealing 
with rogue nations. 
We're better than that. 
Racist anti-immigration debate 
H ate speech relat ing to race or the gay and lesbian commun ity 
causes a public outcry, but 
rac ist rhetori c disguised as 
"protect your borders" senti-
ment is sort of acceptable in 
th is country. 
Granted, free speech allows 
anyone to say ridiculous 
things, but using that right to 
defend militant xenophobes 
should send shivers down 
anyone 's spine. 
Studies show that this coun-
try's anti-immigration senti-
ment fuels extreme rac ism 
and violent anti-Hispanic hate 
crimes. 
According to a 2006 report 
from the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, a non-profit 
organ izat ion known for toler-
ance and victor ies aga inst 
'white supremacists, reported 
crimes aga inst Hispanics 
appear to be on the rise and 
are fueled by the immigration 
debate. 
For example, last March, 
wh ite supremacist radio host 
Hal Turner po~tcd on his 
website that he thinks all il lc· 
ga l immigrants should bc 
murdered. 
" I (.Idvocate extreme vio-
lence against illegal aliens. 
Clean your guns. Il avc plen ty 
of ammun ition," Turner 
wrote. 
But that was last year. This 
March anti-immigration senti-
ment reached new lows when 
two New Jersey radio jocks 
on WKXW, 101.5 FM, known 
as "The Jersey Guys," called 
on their listeners to report any 
knowledge of illegal immi-
grants to the authorities or 
their radio station. 
The station will allegedly 
run a radio campaign until 
Cinco de Mayo ca lled "La 
Cucha Gotcha," an obvious 
riff of the word "cucaracha." 
"This is all the more unfor-
tunate because it comes at a 
moment when hate crimes 
against Hispanics are on the 
rise," sa id Andrew Stengel, 
executive director of the 
Northeast Regional Office of 
Pcople For the American Way 
in a written statement on 
March 22. " While DJs are not 
ca ll ing for violence. equating 
immigrants with cockroat.:hes 
and rats dehurnani7.£s them. 
making them easier to targeL" 
Whik mallY Hispanic 
groups wcre rightfully angry, 
the show's org,mizcrs, Craig 
Carton and Ray Rossi, didn' t 
apologize or take the call1 -
paign ntf the air. 
In an on-air press t.:()Illcr-
ence, they said illegal immi-
grnnts are dangerous to th is 
country and that they are "no 
better, no worse, than the guy 
who robs the liquor store." 
We obviously disagree. 
Supremacists have found a 
synergy with the anti-immi-
gration groups because they 
foster the same kind of mes-
sage--a message of hate. 
But what we can't figure 
out is how "Mexican" became 
synonymous with "illegal 
immigrant." Granted, they are 
the biggest group of undocu-
mented people accord ing to 
the 2000 Census, but they arc 
not the only ones. 
If one digs in the so-
called America genealogical 
pool, one won ' t find any~ 
thing that closely resembles 
" American ." We ca ll our-
se lves American, because 
you know, "World 's mutt" 
doesn' t sound that great. 
Immigration refonn in this 
t.:ountry is not be ing helped by 
violen t and hate- fi lled speech. 
We think it 's appa lling that 
civility can' t be brought into 
this discourse cither. 
And while The Jersey Guys 
have the right to speak out , 
th!.!y arc proving how ignorant 
thcy arc about race, imm igra-
tioll and tolerance. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
College advisers are here to help 
I am responding to your art icle, 
"Overwhelmed Advisers Deny Students 
Cap and Gown," which appeared in the 
March 12, 2007 issue of The Columbia 
Chronicle. Also, your correction in the 
subsequent issue, which stated that we 
lost graduation cancellations, was incor-
rect. While some data was not retriev-
able, no graduation audits or cancella-
tion fonns were lost. 
Your article incorrectly stated that a 
canceled graduation appl ication results 
in a "denial" of graduation to students by 
the College Advising Center. In reality, 
students may cancel their graduation 
application for many different reasons. 
Some decide to change their degree or 
major, or add a minor, which adds addi-
tional time to their course of study. Some 
may not complete a required course due 
to an unacceptable grade or withdrawal 
from the course. And still others may not 
have had a realistic understanding of the 
time involved to complete their degree at 
the time they filled out the application. 
Sometimes, canceled graduation appli-
cations even result in an earlier gradua-
tion date. 
Helping students to understand their 
graduation requirements and then take 
responsibility for effect ively completing 
those requirements is central to our mis-
sion at the college. Helping to guide stu-
dents through this process is something 
that we do every day and take very seri-
ously. Every year, we help thousands of 
students to successfully obtain their cap 
and gown. 
One important way we communicate 
with our students is through the gradua-
tion applicatiop and graduation audit. 
Students are expected to apply for grad-
uation in the College Advising Center 
one year prior to their anticipated gradu-
ation date. This generates their gradua-
tion audit, prepared carefully by hand for 
them by their college adviser. Once stu-
dents receive their graduation audit in 
the mail, they are asked to review it care-
fully and to come in to meet with their 
college adviser if they have any ques-
tions or concerns. 
The main reason we ask students to 
apply for gradu~rion one,year it) adV!lflCe 
.is because. this gives the student time to 
complete any required coursework they 
may have missed. In this way, the grad~ 
uation audit serves as an important edu- J 
cational tool. 
In closing, college ~yisers do not 
cancel graduation applications. We serve 
to assist students in lPlderstanding their 
requirements and are here to help them 
determine a reasonable graduation date. 
Cancellations do not mean a "denial" of 
graduation. They occur because a stu-
dent has changed their graduation plans, 
due to factors that vary greatly from stu-
dent to student. 
College advisers are available every 
weekday at the Wabasn Campus Center, 
623 S. Wabash Ave., suite 300. Call 
(3 12) - 344-7645 for an appointment 
and visit our website at 
www.colum.eduladvising 
Sincerely, 
Bill Friedman, Director, and the 18 
professional advisers in the 
College Advising Center 
Have an opInIon about somethIng you read In thIs newspaper? 
Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or 
believe strongly about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia? 
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 17 you'l l fin d 
a set of guidel ines on how to do th is. Let us hear from you. 
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.This 
By Ar1en Pa rsa 
Contributing Writer 
star 's death. 
c um sta nce s s ur-
rounding the NFL 
" He was so moved by the events of Sept. 
II , 200 I," the press release said, " that he 
turned down a $3.6 mi ll ion profess ional 
football contract to become an Army 
Ranger." The announcement cla imed 
Tillman died fighting off the enemy. 
It was not unti I a month later that the 
country- and Ti llman's family- found out 
this was not true. 
A March 26 Department of Defense 
report released by the Inspector General, 
indicates that sCRior military offic ia ls misre-
ported Tillman 's death. In reality, soldiers in 
his un it mistook him for the enemy after a 
mine exploded nearby. How could his fel-
low soldiers possibly have confused an 
American soldier in full uniform for an 
enemy? How could the military possib ly 
have gotten the facts so wrong at first? 
Tillman 's case is the fifth such invest iga-
tion , each one more damning and criti ca l 
The Columbia Chlonicle is a student,ploduced pub· 
lication of Columbia College Chicago and does not 
necessarily leplesent, In whOle 01 in palt, the views 
of college administlatols, 
faculty or students. 
All text. photos and graphics ale the 
property of The Columbia Ctlfonicle and may not 
be leproduced or published without 
written permission. 
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needs to be more cynical 
than the last. Not surpri singly, Tillman 's 
parents have said in recent interviews with 
the Associated Press that they don' t trust 
this latest report . 
The Army's latest version of events 
claims officials made up a story to explain 
Tillman's death because they didn't know 
what really happened. His parents bel ieve 
the government used his death to pOPlllarize 
the president's " War on Terror" in an elec-
tion year. Tillman opposed the Iraq war, and 
according to a report in the San Francisco 
Chronicle, tried to convince his fellow so l-
diers to vote for 2004 pres identia l candidate 
John Kerry. 
Regard less of whether the military cov-
ered up Tillman 's death , his fami ly is not 
alone in their quest fo r truth . 
"This covering-up of the truth in the inter-
est of pub li c relations is a pattern ," 
Newsweek editor Jonathan Alter said on the 
March 30 episode of M SN BC's 
"Countdown." Alter had di scovered a simi-
lar case a few months ago. Like Ti ll man 's, 
the victim 's mother was misled. 
" Finally, the Pentagon admitted that he 
was ki ll ed by the very Iraq i troops that he 
was training ," Alter said . "They had kept 
this from her for two years." 
After more than five years of war, it 's 
beginning to look like the Pentagon cares 
more about public relations than being hon-
est with the fami lies of fallen so ldiers. 
Editorials are the opinions of the Editorial 
Board of The Columbia Olronicle. 
Columns are the opinions of the author(s). 
VIeWS expressed In this publication are those of 
the writer and are not the Opinions of The Columbia 
Chronicle, CoIumbla's Journalism Department Of 
Columbia College Chicago. 
Everyone wants to know that ch ildren died 
g lorious ly; some say g iving people what 
they want in this regard is just helping 
America. But fy ing to your country is never 
patriotic. 
Take the case of Jessica Lynch, a suppl y 
clerk who was taken prisoner by the Iraqi 
Anny after her convoy was ambushed. The 
Pentagon said she fought until wounded and 
was later tortured. A videotape of her rescue 
was g iven to news organi zat ions. 
Lynch gave a very different vers ion of 
event s in a later interview wit h A Be's 
Diane Sawyer in 2003. The truth was, she 
didn ' t fight: Her weapon jammed immedi-
ately. She wasn't shot: She was injured in a 
crash. She hadn ' t been tortured: She later 
spoke of exce ll ent treatmen t. An investiga-
tion by the SBC discovered her Iraqi doc-
tors tried to release Lynch to U.S. forces, but 
their ambu lance turned back after U.S. 
troops fired at it. 
Lynch 's "rescue video" was pre-edited. 
The bullets fired in the hospital raid were 
reported ly b lanks . 
"They used me to symbolize all this slUff. 
It 's wrong," Lynch told Sawyer. " 1 don ' t 
know why they fi lmed (my resclle ) or why 
they say these things." 
Other incidents seem more about dmmlge 
contro l than PR o Specia list A lyssa 
Peterson's parents were to ld when she died 
in 2003 that a " non-hostil e weapons dis· 
charge" had killed their daughtcr. It was 
billed as an on-base accident. In fac t, 
Peterson killed herself after refus ing to take 
part in what she said consti tuted torture o f 
Iraqi prisoners accordi ng to a Editor & 
Publ isher story. The military has s ince 
destroyed records of the interrogation meth· 
ods she had voiced concems aboul. 
The family of a British soldier, Matty 
Hull , was told he died in an ambush. Fmllily 
members were accused of being "conspira-
cy theorists" because they d idn't believe the 
offic ial story. Recently, a secret cockpit 
video was leaked to the British press that 
showed American pilots tiring on Hull's 
convoy after mistaking it for an Iraqi p<lt rol. 
Turns Ollt the pilots, who wcre in a rush, 
hadn't even gotten approval fo r the strike. 
" We 're in jail, dude." one of them cries in 
the video after they get word that a British 
soldier is burning to death 4,000 feet be low 
them. British and American govemments 
have con fi nned the video is authentic. but 
the pilots have yet to be di sciplined. 
" If they didn ' t want to tell us the truth, 
they cou ld have said, 'We don't know: 
we ' re doing an investigation, '" Tillman's 
mother s"aid in a recent Nationa l Public 
Radio interview. "They made up a StOIY It 
was presented on nati onal televis ion . And 
we be lieve they did that to promote the 
war 
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EARLY ARRIVAL IS RECOMMENDED 
Admission Policy: Columbia College Chicago student with a Valid Spring 2007 Columbia 
College 10. (Each Columbia College Chicago student is pennitted 1 non-Columbia guest) 
Ticlcets are available in the Office of College-Wide Events 623 S. Wabash room 313 Limit 1 
per person wI valid Columbia College Chicago 07 10 First Come First Serve 
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SUPPORTED BY THE OFFICE OF COLLEGE-WIDE EVENTS AND FUNDED BY THE STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE 
peeked into my face thing: middle school gets oul. Now, I 
very closely and whis- don ' t know what kind of schedule 
pered, "Are you they are running on where they some-
Emily?" how get out at noon every day, but 10 
After being com- be honest, I'm quite j ea lous. 
pletely freaked out by OK, that' s not even the poin t. ,The 
her wrinkly nose prac- point is about five super loud-
ti ca lly touching mine, I mouthed girls lake up the entire back 
said, "No, sorry " of the bus by lounging across multip le 
and gentl y backed seats. Wheneve r I see them I get anx-
away. ious feel ings like I did when I was 14, 
She then continued ~ scared they were going to make fun of 
to stare deep into my me or eye me up and down. 
Public transportation-
the ultimate frustration 
eyes looking for what- When I sit down I immediately 
ever littl e remains of know which girl is the leader and I 
Emily she found in me make sure to never, ever make eye 
and then gave me a contact with her. I just stare at her lit-
closed-m outhed grin tie minions desperatel y trying to get 
and craw led into a seat. her approval by nodding their heads at 
Well , at least she every boy she mentions and gasping at 
The uneasy jiggling cfmy tummy is 
nothing compared to the turning efmy 
stomach that stems ITom other bus 
passengers I ride with every single 
day. I feel like I' m wa lking on a mine-
field, and I' m just waiting for some-
thing crazy to blow up in my face. 
Whether it 's the giggly babies don-
ning SARS masks or maps suffocating 
tourists that keep repeatedly turning 
around to ask me, "Where is 
Nordstrom Rack?", I' m nevef free of 
an easy and quietjoumey downtown . 
The old ladies who ride the bus are 
some of the ballsiest women I know. 
With their giant leather purses stuffed 
under their arms and holding yester-
day's sandwich, they speak their 
minds and don't care what people 
think about them. One time, this o ld 
lady quietly shuffled up behind me, 
managed to find a every gi rl that she doesn't fancy. 
place to plop down and was fine with Even businessmen won't s it back 
it. Why are there people on the bus there. These 14-year-olds even have 
who absolutely refuse to sit down nex t rich yuppies by the balls, and I secret-
to someone else? I always see about Iy love every minute of it, although I, 
four open seats on each ride . I wi ll along:with the rest of the bus, am 100 
ad mit they are a bit 9f}1. snug fi t, but I scared to ever" make a move toward 
can 't believe some passengers would them. ' . 
rather stand the 30-minute ride than . Yes, I' ve had th~ occasional man on 
just ·nestl e in with a strange r: the bus tell me to ;Shut up from laugh-
Instead, while ... t'Il"! :s itting dow~, ~ .' in ~ t09 han;l, and :( can~ t help: but get 
have to' stare ' at their fihhi-ci'"otches the ·deeps· when l know I' m the on ly 
because they decided to stand the woman on board. All these mysterious 
whole ride . Take a seat, fellas: Mama ; ~re~tures who take. ~. the half~ hou r 
Chnssy won't bite !, ... S o"tlY,:ssey with " me. -to doirntown 
But sometimes Just geWng t'1 thJ~ ~ C,~j1cag6 ,a~e complete weir~o.s, and ·1 
bus IS half the battle It 's nnfomm3t:e 1 h"3\re t6 ·ce confidelif kn'owmg thaf 
when I wa~~ ~p extremely.., l at~ .. .for- when I fee l completely uncomfortable 
work, not only, b~a~se I' m m!ssing ~ . .\i ,!!,ql!-i she d'" between tourists, it just 
precious time at~.the office '''''ith my me~n s that'"(.?.m at ease. 
exceptiona lly good-Iooklng .co-workt::.t . ~ 
ers, but because it means only ofte, cmah/~eisler@chroniclemail"com 
actually understood ~ he's 'nice and even hotte r up close. 
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JACKASS OF THE WEEK 
Once again, a doub!e-whammy of Jackass 
pleasure : 
what was goi ng on. After the match, ( rea li zed watch- . 
-Newt Gingrich speaks purty. That is, if you're 
an ignorant person who doesn ' t understand the con-
cept of derogatory terms. Last week, the fonner 
Speaker of the House spoke on the issue of the bal-
lots requi rement to be prin ted in mUltiple languages 
to better serve the public. While the is.sue is debat -
able for many reasons, the thing that really showed 
Gingr ich's true jackass-ness was when he called 
Spanish "the language of li ving in a ghetto." 
Fan olamon's man 
So as we sal th~!e, ".' i ,~a an al.h lete work up. a swe<:l,t }s 
two clueless "g irl s . ~ aJmo9t.:lik e· 4lreplay. As ashamed as I 
with our one in-the~ am to -admir"it ; it 's probably one of 
know frie nd , my the main reasons I got turned on to 
eyes couldn't stop _,Paseball . Or rather, Johnn y Damon is 
roarn in,g a\ound , the the reasop, i got Il~rned on to bas.eba ll. 
room, 19ok,i rig:?~ .,!II- . He's so manly, like they pulled him 
the ' boxers in ' 'fv~ out ofa ca~e in the Ice Age, and he's 
tank tops and alhlet- ~great at pis sport and he cares about it 
ic shorts exposmg ' ", toe~ .. tl._ .. ~ _ ' . . 
muscle 'from head to • ... u.-', re~d an article recently in Details 
toe- we ll , on most magazine aQout how nowaQay~ ath -
of them. Some of the letes are the guys gelling all the hot 
scrawnier guys were models and . a-ctresses as ac to rs fa ll 
just endearing. in to the category of less appea ling 
As we made Qur .bachelors. It 's ' completely under· 
way to the match ,' 1 standable ; there's nOlhing more of a 
expected ;" some turn-on than a good- looking guy Ihal 
Tony is a "!·ari\ man. He 's got a blood, bright neon lights and sweat aClllally cares about what he does and 
mohawk and can pull il off: hot. He 's thrown in every direction, but I was- can carry himself we ll in bolh a un i-
got a stocky body, but it is' a ll musc le: n ' t expecting to see so many attrac- form and a nice suit. 
hot. He 's a boxer: H-O-T. Tony i.s the tive guys. The first match didn't dis- Most of my friends agree; that 's 
type of guy ~who is ~hock-fu l1 i of appoint my hope that we would see why we a ll have our favorite ath letes 
testosterone , doesn ' t mind wor~-ing . somt: blood; not more than fi ve min- because they ' re attractive in some 
up a sweat· to get the job done and is . utes into the fight one of the. con.7 way and show pass ion at their job. 
good 3:t what he doe.!i. He's a passion- tenders broke 'hi s op'ponent,'s nos~', Maybe th e cheerleaders in .high af~ 3.hriete~ and lurlo'n't think I :ever blood dripping down, hiS'· face a.s ' he school were smart and onto some-
truly realized how attract ive that fea- tried to punch back. I tri ed to keep thing when they dated football play-
ture is until a few weeks ago. my eyes on every match aft er that, ers. Either way, next time I'm in need 
The annual Golden Gloves boxing but managed to miss a lot because I of a little eye candy, I' m making my 
competit ion is underway in the city, had to absorb a ll the masculin ity in way to the c losest boxin'g match . 
and it se rved as a great opportunity the room. ba.sebal.l game, badminton tourna-
for me to experience my first box ing When it came' to To.ny, I definite ly ment , etc., to get my piece. 
match. So I went with two female watched him 'because he boxes at the 
friends, one of whom is a boxer, and same gym as my friend, who says tbre.yne@chroniclemail.com 
Chrissy Mahlmelster - cmahlmeister@chraniclemaii.cam - (312) 344-8975 
Kristin Kaller - kkaller@chroniclemail.com - (312) 344-8970 
Catherine Rigod - crlgod@chraniclemail.com - (312) 344-8971 
Ratings Guide 
So, is that movie 
worth watching? 
That CD worth 
buying? Count 
the hearts in 
each review and 
use this handy 
chart to find out. 
We can on ly assume Gingrich, who is a possible 
cand idate in the 2008 presidential elections, was 
talking about people who li ve in poor communities 
when he uses the t~rm "ghetto." Last lime we 
checked, Jennifer Lopez seemed to be doing just 
fi ne with her Bentleys and designer clothes and 
mansions spread across the country. Did we men-
tion her newest album is sung in Spanish? But hey, 
m~ybe that 's what Gingr ich meant when he said 
ghetto. Maybe the man should step back under that 
rock he's been hiding in lhe past couple years and 
shut hi s trap.' Unless, of course, that rock proved to 
be too ghetto for him . '.., 
- An eye for an eye, is what they say. Or maybe 
it should be a bat for a fist ? Maybe we can under-
stand why Chicago police officer Anthony Abbate 
thought it was okay to pummel a female ha lf h is 
s ize after hearing)fo rmer Police Sup!. Phil Cline's 
response to the situation: " If I could hit him with a 
baseball bat, , wou ld . " 
Abbate is one of at least two Or three cases of off-
duty pol ice brutality to hit headlines in the pasl 
couple weeks. Consider ing the way Cline reacted 
to the news of these incidents , we have a bette r idea 
of how the aggression spread across the depart-
ment : Which is why a) he 's a jackass and b) we 
were somewhat g lad to hear of hi s sudden resigna-
tion last .week, despite the ·fact that he w~s expect-
ed to retire later thi s year. We have-a feeling Cline 
made the right decision in firing himself, bllt it 's 
too little, too late. Sayonara, jackass .. 
- T Breyne 
~OOOO Complete Crap 
~~OOO Download It 
~~~OO Pretty Entertaining 
~~~~O Very Good 
~~~~~ Word Up 
REASONS WHY I MISS 
KANSAS 
The Enlightened One: It was a lways 
pretty easy to feel like the "enlightened 
one" growing uP. when other kids wou ld 
go "muddin '" after school in their Dodge 
Rams and friends of· mine would picket 
the Big Brothers, Big Sisters organiza· 
lion for daring to let homosexual sinners 
sponsor kids. 
Tornados: Aren't. scary. They're amaz-
ing. I can '1 Terg.ember one time that we 
heard a tornado siren and didn 'l go out-
side with the camcorder to check it out or 
hop in ~our cars and tr)i'tO'".follow its path 
of fury. However, they were week ly 
Decurre-nees, . so sometimes when we 
were lazy, we just ignored them altogeth-
er. 
WaJ-Mart: Owned our lives. Paris 
Hilton was ri ght. We ll , about midwestern 
kids hang ing out in Wal-mart when they 
were bored . Not about Wa l-Mart sell-
ing .. . wa ll stuff. 
Walking: From your car in your dri ve-
way up to your front door was a long 
walk. We were always a little barned 
when il came 10 using crosswalks, 100. 
You have to press a button and stuff. 
There's no place like hom e: Oh, c ' mon. 
Did you really expect to read something 
about Kansas without a reference to The 
Wi:ard of Oz? Plus, it's true. 
Exposure 
THINGST-HAT KEEP~E 
ANTICIPATING THE COMING 
DAY 
Tile Master and Margarita: Mikhail 
Bulgakov's madcap tale of Satan and his 
pals nmning amuck in communist Russ ia. 
Often referred to as the basis for the rock-
ing song "Sympathy for the Devil" by the 
Rolling Stones, this is Russ ian literature 
for those who hate Russian literature. 
The DelJron 3030 sequel: It 's been seven. 
long years since the first album by 
,Deltron, the supergroup consisting of Dan 
the Automator, Kid Koala, Del the Funky 
Homosapien and a throng of cameo con-
tributors . The word on the street is Kid 
Koala n35 just finished the beats, so it's 
time to wait for Del to paint it gold with 
sci-fi flow. 
Grindhouse: By the time thi s has gone to 
print, this double-feature masterpiece will 
have blown my mind. How can I be so 
sure? Well , Rodri guez, Tarantino and 
zombies are good places to start . 
Tile Great Filter: Tub Ring wi ll forever 
have a place in my heart . Back when the 
Fireside Bowl was still around, this is one 
of a handfu l of bands I stum bled upon on 
a whim and has influenced my deve lop-
ment in more ways than I can count. The 
one track released so far is enough to whet 
my appetite. 
Walking Dead VO/llme 6: Volume 5 orthe 
epic Walking Dead left o fT on an unbe-
lievable cliffhanger. Th is vo lume is 
al ready more than a monlh overdue. I 
wai t with baited breath . 
. THINGS THAT MAKE ME 
HAPPY WITHOUT FAIL 
Random cuteness: Whether it '~ a baby 
'with fluffy hair, an elderly couple holding 
hands or even giraffe minens that func-
tion as puppets, you can be sure I' ll be 
giggling about it for the rest of the day. 
Urban art in the South Loop: Seeing 
"don 't fret" or "miss you" on the inside 
of a dude's mouth seems to bring me 
back up whenever I'm down. The bald 
guy with glasses, the now-gone stickers 
of panda-shaped cigarette boxes, the 
mysterious woman with the wavy hair 
and my most recent favorite, "Graffini 
[sic] Loves You," make my walks to 
class a lot more interesting. Thank you, 
whoever you are . 
Taking pictures of Chicago: Who cares 
if other people think you' re a tourist? 
The impending summer: As much as I 
love my classes, I can't wait to be done 
in May, Chicago will be so much more 
fun when I actually have time to enjoy 
it!, 
I., , 
Trying new things: For lhe past 2 1 
years, I have hated tomatoes: HATED 
them. I would not eat spaghetti un less 
the sauce was strained. Recently, I' ve 
started wean ing myse lf off ofth( tomato 
hatred, and in so do ing, I have discov- ' 
ered that I rea lly don 't mind them so 
much. In fact , I think I love them. 
Mauricio Rubio/ The Chronicle 
My Grandfattl(; r died 7 yt:1Jrs f)1!,fJ 011 Sept. 10, 2000. It was a 1095 tilat made ITIO apprecia te the loved ones that I have now, 
,-:tJ pr.:Gwlly ttH: wornan pictured h(JH.: , my grandmother. Pictures are a powerful modlum that help people remember thoso 
tti[it ttlr...'Y C:J((; iJtJOUt. 
MONDAY 
No plans tonight? Check out a free sho;;" 
at the Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western 
Ave. Check out the sounds of King ~ong, 
Archaeology and 1+ J+ J. The show· starts 
at 9:30 p.m., and don't forget, it's FREE. 
TUESDAY 
In the mood to get l"'ught "green" hand-
ed learning some info about the environ- ' 
ment? Then head to the Chicago Center 
for Green Technology, 445 N. 
Sacramento BouleVard. for a seminar 
about the benefits of passing tougher 
auto emissi~ns standards ) n Illinois. 
Advanced registration Is required for 
"Clean Cars and' Global Warming" 
thOugh the event is free. The seminar is· 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. To register, call 
(312) 746-9642 . or e-ma,ll 
greentech@cityofchicago.org. 
WEDNESDAY' ;' 
. .. , 't, 
Happy Thai New Yearl Head over to 
Vong's Thai Kitchen, 6 'W. Hubbard St.; 
and enjoy special menu items in celebra- . 
tion of the holiday. Dancers and musi- .. 
cians will entertain guests from 5:30 
p.m. to 10 p.m. For information call 
(312) 644-8664. 
, . 
... III 
THURSDAY 
Didn't you hear? The Gossip is playing at 
the Abbey, 3420 W. Grace St., with open-
ers 8 Inch Betsy and Flutter. The band 
recently signed to Music with a TWil t-a 
Columbia subsidiary. Doors open at 8 
p.m. and the show starts ai 9 p.m: 
Tickets for the 1B+ show are $12. 
FRIDAY 
Feeling crafty, but want someone else to 
do the craft work for yoa? Head over to 
open-end gallery, 2000 W. Fulton St .. 
suite 310, and browse through hand-
made clothing, jewelry, accessories and 
much more. Stop by DEPART-ment 7 
p.m.-11 p.m. For information call (312) 
560-1442. 
SATURDAY 
Let there be IIghtl Learn how to jazz up 
your lampshades at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 220 East Chicago 
Ave., from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. InterAmerican 
Magnet School art teacher Tara 
Strickstein leads this class, which is $40 
for members and $45 for non-members. 
SUNDAY 
In case you missed out on all the rockln' 
bands of the '70s, here's your chance to 
see the goods: Iggy Pop and The Stooges 
are performing at Congress Theatre, 
2135 N. Milwaukee Ave. Tickets are sold 
out, but show LIP when the doors open at 
6 p.m. to see If any extras are calling 
your name. 
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LIKE 
THERE'S 
NO TOMORROW 
Get SOOA» off 
bleacher tickets 
on select games! 
(Discount dates denoted in red on schedule) 
To order: 
o Visit l!mllll 
• Go to Ticket Center box 
and click on college di~count 
o Type in promo code: 
RENEGADES 
OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE ON CUBS,COM 
Schedule key: • Exclusive bleacher discount date for Columbia College • Home game 0 Road game 
Broadcast key: • WON • Comeast SportsNet .. Comeast SportsNet Plus * " WCIU • FOX (Saturday regional) .. ESPN 
Game times are Central time and are subject to change. - CSN-+ telecasts may be found on CLTV or visit www.comcastspoltSnet.com for more information. 
C Michael Barrett 
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Nau hear til • 
West coast clothing company blends environmentally fn~·e!!l.!l~:ai~~ 
clothing with socially responsible business practices 
Story by Allison Riggio 
Graphics by Joshua Covarrubias 
Call it a triple threat. Clothes 
that encompass beauty, per-
formance and sustainability 
require a design concept no 
other company has been able to 
harness, according to Portland-
based clothing company Nau. 
"There's a lot of well-performing product out there," said Jil Zilligen, vice 
president of sustainable business pract ices for Nau. "There's some lovely prod-
uct out there, but you don't often find both of those along with the sustainabi li-
ty component in a single product." 
Nau (pronounced "now") began in 2005 and offers a variety of outdoor 
clothes from jackets and vests to shorts and shirts for men and women. 
Customers can purchase items via the Internet at Nau.com or shop at one of 
the company's four new and soon-to-be opened stores- including a Lincoln 
Park location tentatively set to open Apri l 11 at 2118 N. Halsted St. Other 
stores in Boulder, Colo. , Bridgeport, Ore. and Bellevue, Wash. should all open 
by the end of May. 
This might sound like a typical, run-of-the-mill active-wear retailer, except al l 
of Nau's items are produced with either natura l, organic materials or synthetic 
fabrics made from renewable and recycled resources. 
Additional reporting done by: Steve Vacclno 
Front cover photograph: Andrew Nelles 
Product photography and rendering: Nau 
And its storefronts won 't be like every other retailer on the block, 
either. Aptly titled "webfronts," Nau's stores will house a limited 
amount of product for customers to look at, feel and try on, but will 
feature touch-screen displays offering additional product information. 
For a 10 percent discount, customers can choose to purchase their 
items online rather than leave the store with their selections in-hand-
allowing Nau to central ize distribution and maximize efficiency. 
And all of this-from the clothing to the business model~s part of 
what Nau hopes to develop as a strong. sustainable company in a com-
petitive apparel market 
The Clothing Philosophy 
According to Zil ligen. whether the fabrics are natural or synthetic, 
Nau applies the same concept to its garment production: SU§iain-
ability. This philosophy helps limit the company's ne_lve environ-
mental impacts across all aspects of the business-:' 
Nau's natural products are made from mateJials1ike wool and 
100 percent organic cotton-which is g'f5wn Without the use of pesti-
cides, fertilizers, herbi cides or defoliants. 
The United States has been producing organic cotton for about 
ten years, according to Holly Givens, public affairs adviser for the Organic Trade 
Association. Organic clothing sales for men, women and chi ldren reached 
$138 million in 2005, she said, adding that the overall industry for organic 
food and non-food items was approximately $14.6 billion. 
"When you 're choosing clothing items made with organic f ibers, you're 
encouraging a type of agriculture that doesn't add toxic in-persistent pesticides 
into the air and the water, " Givens said. 
While Zilligen said Nau's clothing and business principles will likely attract 
athletes, artists and activists, 20-year-old Chicago film student Laura Kruming 
sees the potential for other possible customers: vegetarians and vegans. 
Though she said wearing organic and socially responsible clothing is not a 
necessity in her vegan lifestyle, the items are likely to attract her peers. 
"Even though it doesn't have to do with veganism, I th ink it's something that 
probably comes naturally," Kruming said. "If you're going all the way down to 
[restricting] your diet, you're probably doing other things in your life as well to 
better the world in some way." 
Nau also offers a va riety of products derived from synthetic materials: 
Zilligen said, which includes both recycled polyester and polylactic acid (PLA). 
This is a type of biopolymer-a substance made from renewable resources 
instead of oi l- and is derived from corn, she said. 
In an effort to be as "sustainable" as possible, Zitligen said the polyester 
Nau uses can be made from both post-consumer content and post-industrial 
content. This means some of the polyester could be made from recycled soda 
bottles, fo r example, and other recycled consumer goods. Post-industrial con-
tent comes from the "cutting room f loor" fabric scraps left over after a garment 
is cut and sewn. Nau recycles these back into fabric again to avoid waste. 
The company employs its own researchers that work to develop the fabrics 
used in the clothing line, Zill igen said. About 37 of the 40 fabrics in Nau's first 
line are ones developed between the company and its vendors. 
"Most apparel companies will buy materials that are already made and have 
already been developed.~ she said. ~ In our case we have some materials 
researchers in-house and they work with the vendors directly to develop the 
kinds of fabrics that incorporate all three of the elements: the beauty, the sus-
tainability and the performance." 
These three elements create what Nau believes to be a crOSS-functionality 
of its clothes. By combining both performance and sustainability with beauty, 
Nau items can create a cross between outdoors-to-urban wear, Zilligen said. 
"The idea is that you don't need a jacket to ski in and a different jacket to 
go out to dinner In," she said. "In fact you can use the same jacket and it wil l 
perform like the very high-quality performance wear that it is, but it also wi ll 
look good as a more fashionable item. That was something that we rea lly 
didn't think exi~ted in the marketplace." 
The Business Philosophy 
When a customer enters a Nau webfront, they may not see each size, color 
and style of every product the company has to offer. Stores average about 
2,000 square feet and resemble more of a "gallery" for the merchandise than 
a typical reta il store, Zilligen said. 
Customers can try on items at the store and get assistance from sales asso-
ciates; however, the majority of inventory is stored at a central distribution cen-
ter, she said. 
"{This process] gives us the flexibility to have a much smaller footprint in our 
stores and to create efficiencies around the distribution itself, II Zilligen said ~ 
"There's a lot of technology integrated into the shopping experience which we 
think reflects the trend of the way people are beginning to shop. ~ 
The Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), a Chicago organization help.... 
ing communities across the country achieve sustainabil ity, encourages any 
practices that can maximize efficien-
cy and minimize waste in the envi-
ron~ent. Customers who shop at a 
store like Nau may choose to do so 
because of the company's stance on 
environmental issues, according to 
Nicole Gotthels, director of develop-
ment and communications for the 
CNT. 
"I think people who make the 
choice to go to this kind of store 
would appreciate [their business 
model] because it's already a part of 
[the customer's] va lue system," 
Gotthels said. "I think there are more 
and more people who care enough 
about the environment- land] care 
about how much we're spending." 
While Internet shopping has 
become increasingly popular, Nau 
recognizes some customers may 
need to adjust to the process of 
doing so while inside the store. The 
company expects the number of cus-
tomers shopping this way may 
increase over time, Zilligen said. 
"We think that people are 
becoming increasingly accustomed 
to shopping online," she said . . "The 
webfront allows them to still know 
exactly what they're buying-they can 
touch and feel it-but for the person 
who doesn't need it right at that 
moment they can still have it sent 
directly to them." 
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The Philanthropic Philosophy 
At the time of purchase. customers are faced with more than just the choice 
to have their items shipped or take them home that day. Five percent of every 
sale at Nau is donated to a local, national or global organization-and every 
customer gets to choose where .the money from their sale will go, Zilligen said. 
"There are other companies that engage in corporate philanthropy that do 
donations directly to organizations, but don' t necessarily involve the cus-
tomer, ~ she said. "We're essentially asking [customers] at the point of sale to 
tell us what they care about and tell us what they see as important in their 
community. " 
Nau's "Partners for Change" program lets customers choose from six local 
and four national or global groups. Chicago-based organizations include the 
Environmental Law & Policy Center, Open lands Project, Sustain, Christopher 
House, Heartland Alliance and Taproot Foundation . National and global 
"Partners for Change" include Conservation International, Heifer Project 
International, Mercy Corps and Kiva. 
Openlands Project focuses much of its attention on urban conservation and 
other "green projects" in northeastern Illinois, according to Holly Goldin, the 
group's communication manager. Nau approached the organization to be a 
part of the "Partners for Change~ donation program, but Goldin sees it as a 
great opportunity for the company beyond the monetary benefits. 
"The money that we'l l get from those purchases is great and will go a long 
y!ay to helping expand our programs," she said. "But also the opportunity to 
increase awareness about Openlands through the traffic that comes into the 
Nau store is great for us because we're always trying to let more people know 
about what we' re doing in the region. " 
Zilligen said Nau's business and philanthropic model could set an example 
for other companies in the futu re and hopes this phi losophy might help both 
gonsumers a[1d corporations recogn iZe their impact in the world. 
"People are becoming increasingly savvy- and hopefully demanding- about 
corporate social responsibility and sustainability ... " she said . "I think that there 
is an increasing portion of the public that cares about the issues, and I hope 
that that will continue to drive the market for companies that pay attention to 
these kinds of issues and ta.ke them seriously. ~ 
A 3-0 rendering of a Nau 'webfront: A Similar store wil l be seen 
this April In Chicago at 2118 N. Halsted St. 
"In our case we have some materials researchers in-house and they work with 
the vendors directly to develop the kinds of fabrics that incorporate all three 
of the elements: the beauty, the il1sbnu, and the perfonnance." 
-Jil Zilligen, Vice President of Sustainable Business Practices for Nau 
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sml es 
Columbia grad transforms small zine into huge hit 
When Columbia College grad· 
uate JC Gabel started a small 
zine out of his parent 's house 
almost 12 years ago during his 
summer break from school. he 
had no idea the black and white, 
cut-and-paste pub licat ion wou ld 
grow into a massive med ia 
machine. 
Stop Smiling, the "magazine 
for high-minded lowlifes" based 
out of Chicago, takes its style 
from magazines of the '60s and 
'70s- such as the old Esqu ire, 
Playboy and Rolling Stone-
with the staff's and Gabel's own 
modem flai r. 
Gabel, a se lf-proclaimed high-
minded lowlife, who has "never 
had a real job in [his] life," sal 
down with The Chronicle at Stop 
Smiling's Wicker Park office. 
1371 N. Milwaukee Ave., to dis-
cuss how the magazine fits into 
the media industry, how he gets 
his ideas and how he and his staff 
have expanded the magazine into 
a fu ll -fledged company. 
The Chronicle: Stop Smiling 
has been both praised and crit-
icized for the lengthy inter-
views you publish. Why print 
such long interviews as 
opposed to edited ones? 
JC Gabel :l In print magazines, 
this has been a growing trend fo r 
probably a 'couple of decades: 
Word counts are shrin k ing, 
whic h is annoyi ng a lot of writ-
ers. And things are jus t not done 
[with substq.nce in mind] any-
more; I don't know why. It 's 
probably because it's no t cost 
effect ive . T hey can maximize 
thei r money if they don ' t do it 
that way. 
But because we do, we need 
severa l hours with a person if 
we' re going to do a real inter-
view. Otherwise-, ),Qu can't rea l-
ly scratch the s'urface:"" That's 
what I think helps us a lot is that 
we're really direct when we 
pitch people. We say, matter of 
faetl y, 'We don ' t care abo ut 
your celebrity relationship. We 
want to talk about this, this and 
this.' If the interview goes offin 
other directions, great; but rea l-
ly that's what we' re interested 
in. It 's less journalism. 
I don ' t think we' re trying to be 
objective ever. Even the way we 
put the themes together, there's 
nothi ng objective abou t what 
we're doi ng. But I think it comes 
off refreshingly objective in that 
we're not trying to play any 
'Gotcha' games with people, you 
know, wait until they 're off the 
record and make them say some-
thing stupid. The people we pick. 
we generally like what Ihey' re 
doing so we want to have a con-
versat ion with them. The inter: 
views are conversational. 
Do )'ou think people like the 
magazine because it's different 
or b«ause it ' s what they rea lly 
want? 
1 think they like it, because 
they can see that it's run by edi-
tors and creative people. It 's not 
run by [a] business. I think it's 
clear as day that that's how it's 
By Jessica Galliart/Copy Edilor 
run . I think one of the reasons we 
print long s tuff is because 
nobody else is reall y do ing it. So 
it's like a cottage industry that's 
not being exploited. And I think 
most of the writers and editors 
are huge fans o f the o lder maga-
zines. Magazines used to be· 
more freewheeling than they are 
today. 
How do interviews in your 
magazine differ from ones 
printed in others? 
[With other magazines] I can 
see how it's s lanted. I can see 
how it benefits eithe r the artist or 
the magazine and not the reader. 
We think of things a litt le bit d if-
fe rentl y in that we think about 
what would we want to read, and 
we market this magazine to our-
selves, which is an anomaly. 
Most magazines are run, maybe 
by people our age, but over their 
heads there are all of these su its 
s itting in a room deciding what's 
hip o r something. We ask our-
selves questions. 
Then how or why d id the 
industry change? 
I think the problem has been 
the Internet, a whole different 
bunch of variables, but I think 
there 's not a lot of spontaneity in 
magazines today. I th ink with 
what we have, I Ihink most of it 
is an open template. If something 
cool comes across that's 20 
pages and it 's good , we 'll run it. 
And that 's sllc h an anomal y. 
The last couple of years, we've 
become a media compan y 
whether we wanted to or not. 
That's why we ha ve a space 
where we have e ve nt s every 
month that ha ve nothing to do 
with the magazine, but in a way 
they are an extension of the mag-
azine. We have the storefront , the 
magazine , the book in print, the 
webs ite , all of these swirled· into 
one, and all of them kind of come 
back to the print magazine, 
which is the fl agship. 
But we couldn 't rea ll y make 
money do ing that a lone any-
more. If we want to keep [the 
magazine] growing we have to 
find a way to pay for it. There's 
just not enough funding to do it 
the way it used to work . 
How do yo u take criticisms of 
'selling out?' 
It 's hard. I know we ' ve rubbed 
some people the wrong wa y 
when we do certa in th ings, but 
you jus t can ' t care. For the 
amo unt o f people that we might 
be pissing off. we could be gain-
ing a hundred times more people 
that suppon what we' re do ing. 
We 're critics too. We kind o f 
make fun of stuff. I mean. we' re 
the magazine fo r high-minded 
lowlifes. We don ' t take ourselves 
very seriously as journal ists per 
se. h ·s more creative non-fiction, 
it 's more fea lUre writing. it"s 
more conversationa l intt:rviews 
than anything. 
When I first switched over 
from zine to magazine. I d id 
have wei rd ethical bugs in the 
back of my mind. Fo r the firs t 
10 issues, we d idn' t have people 
on the cove r. lthought with peo-
ple on the cover we were try ing 
to se ll one person and not all o f 
the ideas. Dut there's a practi cal 
side to wh y peo ple put people 
. on the cover, which is that it 
he lps se ll magazines. So there's 
always co mpromises that have 
to be made , and I think as long 
as they ' re done for the right rea-
sons, I don 'I have a problem 
with it. 
We 've turned down advert ise-
ments, and we've turned down 
stories, even if it would help us 
financ ially, because we didn't 
thi nk it made sense fo r us o r was 
in bad taste . Like, Hummer has 
been trying to advertise with us. I 
mean, Hummer? A, I think 
Hummer shouldn't even ex ist, 
and B, I think our readers wou ld 
be like , ' What the f- k is 
Hummer advertising in this mag-
azine for?' 
What advice would yo u have to 
expand a zine into a magazine? 
As far as growing from a z ine 
into a magazine , the sort of do-it-
yourself aesthetic of it is sort of a 
learned process . You can ' t really 
put a book out on how to do a 
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Courtesy of JC Gabel 
JC Gabel, founder and editor of Stop Smiling magazine, started 
the publication during a summer break from Columbia almost 12 
years ago. 
zinc. You just have to do it. It's 
like trial and error. The problem 
when you get to the leve l we're 
at, is that we can 't do that much 
trial and error, because it's too 
expensive and a couple of big 
errors could put us out of busi-
ness . So we a lmost have to be 
kind of guarded about some 
things. But creatively, I think we 
s till take a lot of chances, and we 
don't have a lot of ambitions to 
taper down that kind o f stull'. 
C reatively, I think we're proba· 
bly at the best point we 've e ver 
been at. 
jgallillrr@chro fliclemail.com 
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rime Ime 
Underground UK hip-hop searches for a place in the 
Chicago music scene 
By Chrissy Mahlmeister/ A&E Edilor 
Grime may sound like the 
green scum that builds up behind 
a toilet seat, but to a niche group 
of musicians and producers. it's 
their artis tic expression. 
Grime music is a fon11 of UK 
hip-hop and electronic beals that 
tell s s tories of troubled and 
intense' 'lives on the streets of 
England-: :> • ~ 
While thi s· fonn of music is 
blowing up overseas, most 
Americans are still in~;J1r, crark 
about gri n;~ music a'n(f~-':"that it 
enq.ws. Grime mul~c-i?!otiJcers 
like J COl.Jrage say fligr~~sUch a 
tinV~· g*~usiC" - s'cene in 
Chi~llgO._ 'l~" no\~r:i~e_Lmany 
h. - " •• ar these"r6ugn i.les 
of p empty'''~nded. 
y Sovereign.' is' one of the 
populariJK urban musi· 
who about her ill-man-grungy 
;~~~;:~~':i~~:Il~though 
and producer. "All of these peo- music that's new and unique. To 
pie who make the music came him, grime has a lot of potential. 
from noth ing." " In a word , UK hi p-hop is 
Grime music, acco rdi ng to Su, clever:' said Sarit a Townsend , a 
defines a group of people and 27-year-o ld atto rney from the 
their tales about their hometown South S ide who is an avid Iis-
and personal li fe. It shows exact- tener of UK st reet music. "They 
ly ·where they came from and talk fast and they have some-
what it was like growing up in thing to say. It 's not just abou t 
their rough neighborhoods. diamonds and ca rs and cham-
These art ists are influenced by pagnc. In America , I think we 
American hip-hop since grime need a diffe rent perspective on 
music was born in the UK. The hip.hop o r e lse it 's going to 
difference, according to J become s tagnant. " 
Courage, or Jason Currie , is that Currie , as a grime producer, 
the tempo ill grime is a lo t faster iso ' , really into American hip. 
and the sounds are a little grittier hop tha t much, but uses the 
and more distorted. . .. American vibe in hi s music to 
. ~Courtesy Jason Currie ' 
J Courage, or Jason Currie, breaks from producing grime music. 
" When"il started it was based ~. make his own influence in the everywhere you go," Su said. were organized by me and niy 
around just DJs playing the beats ', g rime scene. His beats are less "New York has rappers, and even friends and we have the intention 
and the MC passing the micro· rough and less gritty ~.tluse he ' the prootfchon 'Of a N"€w-3¥ojk ..... 6fdoingsori'f~~tnmg""a&l.ijt,but we 
phone around ," Currie said. fee ls like that's wh C!t makes arrt!t"'wouid * different thk "Op.e Just need} o find ~hd:lffie to 
" You rea lly have to search grime music sometime~ hard'to 10 Atlanta" -=:- ... .~.,.) We're .-Just wal~g for t~e nght 
[grime1 out. You ' re not going to lis ten to, . :·~~tW.me sesSIOns ... used to~.'"toment" • 
hear il on the radio or in the Like Amen can hlp·hop, gnme down at the Lava Lounge, 1270 To get-a tastg t! grrm1 mUSIC, 
clubs. You' re not going to just is di verse. According tb Su, dif- N: ' MllwSlukee Ave, but th~t-<I;:~ Whoa-B, a gnme DJ, lsihostmg 
srumble on it." ferent artists produce ~ different have ce~d slOce the club wa~ .... an event at Sono~eque, 1444 W 
The reason fer 'the almost n'on- sounds depending ail which relocated l said CU1T)e, It puts t . .,; ·Chlcago~Ave., on- Apnl 21. The 
exis tent grime scene in Chicago location it is produced pn. It sets damper 'on the fe; .{hat at;:e s till a ~"',show is 21 and over an~admis-
is plain and simple . It seems that the tone for a location r! people part of the scene. "'sion is $7 after 
no one has heard of it. ·and essentia lly definesf,em. . "A s. much as we don' t want to 
Su thinks that everyone should "Grime is sort of like hip-hqp 
get into grime because it's street because of how it's : different 
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nursing staff. 
We are in need of healthy. non-smoking iemales 
between the ages of 21-30 years old. 
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24/ 7 donor support 
Driving expenses reimbursed 
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Spring Break spent 
reaching out 
One year and seven months after Hurricane Katrina hit New 
Orleans, the parish of St. Bernard is still reeling where every building 
was damaged. While much of the United States has moved on, the 
people of St. Bernard are struggling to rebuild their homes and com-
munities. 
The students who participated in Reach Out recognized this 
and set out during their Spring Break to help rebuild communities 
and the homes within them. Reach Out is a Columbia student organi-
zation that fundraises for and goes on service trips to places like New 
Orleans during school breaks. The overwhelming sentiment among 
residents of the area was, "Tell our stories.· 
Reverend Louis Adams preaches 
on the land where his Baptist church 
once stood in the lower 9th ward 
March 22. He said his church was 
stili standing after the storm. He 
had been planned on renovating it, 
but the government tore it down. 
"When I go into my home, and 
I get into my bed, I'm comfortable 
physically, but I am at a discomfort 
spiritually .• 
Janelle Foszcz works on dry-
walling a residence in St. 
Bernard on March 19. 
Photo essay by 
Rachael Strecher 
A sign warns "Keep Off the Grass" in front of an overgrown 
yard in the upper 9th Ward on March 21. 
. .. Continued on Page 30 
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Frankie Morello (foreground) watches Reach Out member and 
Columbia student Andrew Pelletier as he plays 'Twist and Shout' for a 
mostly appreciative group of first-graders at Andrew Jackson 
Elementary School on March 23. Reach Out visited the school to 
bring some entertainment to the students, because many of them 
arc confined to FEMA trailers when not in school. Because there is 
only one elementary school left in the area where there were previ -
ously 17. conditions at Andrew Jackson are crowded and stressful for 
both the students and teachers. 
(1IJ')I)lIII ). wlllJ I'II:! tl"! 'tV" II} 111 1 1111' ,<. 111111 , 1"lIlIlIllIllIlIm In 11 10 
Afllr'lal ' 1" t-,f , lj l , tl' lW Oflf)IIIIH, I(!}I, III 111 111' 111"", III" qllollfJI (lh Od!) , 
(;:,111 1I,'jI' , "" " ' 1 ""Ifl , Ihlll i '10 ,fJ{JO IIl1l1nll ln If l it IJl IIII1 I( 1 'flllli 1/ 10 
';Ifm" , and ! ,// Int 1:J ,00" IlfIIII' "'JIHI IIfflUnlly 'f JUC IIOr! , 
A Murtll Orua l1If1sk si ts hi 1I nooclocl homo 
11 111 1 W(la yO! to bu I!lu ttod 111 thu I1I1 IJOI' mh 
WIHt! 0 11 M UI'ch 21, 
(Left to right) Dan Vrbos, 
Jackson Wiggins and Nicole 
Salvo place a pole for the 
front porch they are bui lding 
in Musician's Village on 
March 21. 
City life interpreted 
Dance company tells story of city living in new 
performance series 
By Kristin Kalter/ Assistant A&E Editor 
Life in the city can be over-
whelming and rushed at times. 
Chicagoans encounter many peo-
ple in their daily tasks, such as 
riding the train, but rarely do 
these ever result in a meaningful 
connection. 
A dance performance, "Loop 
Detail ," which plays from Apri l 
13 to April 15 at Links Hall, 3435 
N. Sheffield Ave., explores these 
and other issues about city li fe 
thorough movement. 
People in the city are surround-
ed and pushed against each other 
on trains and in the streets, usual-
ly ignoring each other and the 
things around them, said Erin 
Carlisle Norton, whose dance 
company, ecnDanceworks, is 
performing the show. 
Norton said the original idea 
for "Loop Detail" came from the 
el train tracks in the Loop, but 
the perfonnance soon evolved 
around the expansiveness of the 
city and its residents within. The 
performance should show both 
sides of the coin, the good and 
the bad, as well as how people 
communicate with each other in a 
place like Chicago, she said . 
beauty invo lving aluminum cans 
outside her windowsill. 
"They were shimmery silver 
and so beautiful," she said. 
Norton and Esposito agree 
there are many small things of 
beauty people take for granted in 
dai ly city life. 
"This is about finding those 
and expressing them," Esposito 
said. "Some are done in a weird 
way." 
Along with the dance, li ve and 
recorded music, including a 
pianist and vocalist, will be uti-
lized in the show as well. 
Norton earned her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Dance from Ohio 
State University and her 
Graduate Laban Certifi cate in 
Movement Analysis at Columbia. 
The GLCMA program is 
designed to teach theory and 
movement observation and 
analysis. 
" It 's giving something a lan-
guage that normally wouldn 't 
have one," Stacey Hurst, one of 
Norton's instructors at Columbia 
College sa id. Norton now teaches 
da nce at Beloi t College in 
Wisconsin. 
her own dance company. She said 
this performance is the first one 
in which she "full y reali zed her 
vision." 
Norton also picked a few of her 
Beloit students to join in the 
group and perfonn with her regu-
lar dancers, someth ing she said is 
uncommon for some dance stu-
dents at other colleges. 
Hurst said that while it is nor-
mal for instructors to have their 
undergrad students involved in 
school acti vities , she's not so sure 
how nonnal it is to place them in 
professional perfonnances. 
However, fo r Norton, thi s not 
only helps those students, bu t 
also helps her to achieve her pro-
fessional and artistic goals, par-
ti ally from what she learned at 
Columbia. 
Hurst said the classes are not 
only for dancers, but for actors, 
physical therapists, pilates instruc-
tors or anyone who wants to learn 
the language of movement. 
"Learning a language can be 
complicated, and she seemed 
very quick to grasp it," Hurst 
said. 
"Loop Deta il" incorporates 
these skills to tell the story of 
communications within a crowd-
ed ci ty and people's relationships 
wi th each other. Norton said 
without taking those classes at 
Columbia, she doesn't know how 
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she would have communicated 
properly with her dancers. 
Esposito, who is also a lawycr, 
sees tbe training to be bencficial 
as well when practicing and per-
fonn ing with other professional 
and student dancers. 
Putting together this projec t 
has been a year-long process fo r 
Norton and her company, but it 
all comes together thi s month . 
Aside from the three nights at 
Links Hall , there will also be a 
pcrfonnance at Beloit on May 5 
and workshops called "Details in 
the Making: Merging Technique 
and Improvisation" on Apri l 14, 
22 and 28. 
Tickets are $12 for adults and 
$ 10 f or students and seniors 
For more information . visit 
www.ecndanceworks.com 
kkalter@chroniclemail.com 
" It 's apout finding beauty in 
tne .,it¥:' Norton said . "[It 's 
ab~t] fmding moments of still-
!less or profound feeling." 
Allyson Esposito, a dancer and 
co-choreographer of the show, 
~_. - " .1>11 . ~~cJ.>~_e~<"ml~~f 
Although Norton sa id when 
she was a student, she had a lot of 
opportun ities , not all students are 
so fortunate. No rton also said she 
has always been very independ-
ent, which has helped in part to 
g~[ her where she is today with 
Courtesy~6f Erin Ca~isle Norton 
Erin Carlisle Norton's dance company, ecnDanceworks, wil l perform the show 'Loop Detail ' at Links 
Hall , 3435 N. Sheff ield Ave ., from April 13 to Apri l 15. 
Now premiering in 
CHICAGO! 
A new musical for /he rest of your life, 
Starring Grommy® Award-Winning Singer-Songwriter 
Melissa Man,hesfer! 
UThat's a real audience emitting 
real belly laughs and crying real tears ... 
I have never seen an audience so aHed4d 
in the course of watching theater." 
- The Denver Post 
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'Book' u must-reud 
By Matt Fagerholm/ Assistant A&E Editor 
Some directo rs succeed 
because of the ir careers . Others 
s licceed in spite of them. Take 
Paul Verhoeven, for instance . 
His last six film s read like a 
gmdual descent into career sui-
c ide: RohoCop, Tota l Recall, 
Bas ic Instillc t. SholVg irls, 
Slarship ]i'oop ers and H oI/o il ' 
Man . These are all cult class ics 
at best and gargantuan misfires 
at wo rst. 
He has also been rout inely 
cri tic ized for being exploi tati ve 
in hi s depiction of sex and vio-
lence. And yet. a Cl er a fi ve-year 
hiatlls , Verhoeven has done the 
impossible. He 's made 
Zwortboek. or Black Book. a 
film that returns the dire~lOr to 
his Dutch foots and has garnered 
inte rnat io nal c riti ca l accla im . 
even snagging the top prize at 
last year's Netherlands Fil m 
Festival. 
The film has succeeded not 
because it represents a departure 
from Verhoe ven 's previous 
work , but instead puts his arti stic 
strengths in service of a story so 
st rong that it would take an Ed 
fJ ood-sian d irector to sc rew it 
up. 
The mind-bogglingly rad iant 
Ca rice van Houten Sla rs as 
Rachel. a Dutch-Jewish woman 
whose life in an Israeli kibbutz. 
ci rca 1956, bookends the fi lm. 
whIc h is comprised of an ep ic 
fias hbac k set 12 yea rs prio r. 
Rache l 's s lO ry begi ns in 
Holland, as she hides from the 
Nazis within the sanctuary of a 
strict Christian family. 
Eventually Rac hel reun ites 
with her famil y, only to see them 
mowed do wn in a hai l of 
German bullets as their escape 
attempt revenls itself as a trap . 
She decides 10 joi n the res ist-
ance, whe re she find s herself 
faced wit h a ha rrowing II\ sk. 
Unde r the assigned nallle of Ellis 
de Vries, she goes lIndercover, 
seduc ing 10c;.,1 Ges tapo chief 
Ludwig Muntze, played by 
Sebas ti an Koch from The Lives 
of Olhers. In pure melodramatic 
fa shi on, Rachel finds he rself 
accidentally falling for Muntze. 
Think No toriolls if Ingrid 
Bergman fell fo r Claude Rains . 
The above synops is bare ly 
sc ratches the surface of Black 
Book's script , penned by 
Ve rhoeven and Gerard 
Soeteman, which bas ically con-
Photo courtesy of Sony Picture Classics 
·Black Book' actors Sebastain Koch (left) as Ludwig Muntze and 
Carice van Houten as Rachel Ellis, share a moment together on 
screen . 
sists of one spectacular 'plot twist 
after another. Fueled by breath-
less pacing and exhilarating 
invention, Verhoeven suc-
ceeds- for perhaps the first time 
s ince Starship Troopers- in get-
ting his audience intoxicated 
with the sheer enterta inment 
va lue of his product ion. 
It 's only appropriate that the 
heroine is compared to Greta 
Garbo, since the entire film car-
ries the larger- than-life, splashy 
aura of an old-fashioned 
Holl ywood blockbuster- p lus 
ample amounts of nudity and 
gore . 
The luminous c inematography 
by Karl Walter Lindenlaub is 
often utilized to accentuate the 
beauty of van Houten , who faces 
her character's endless obstacles 
with what can only be refe rred to 
as inexhaustible pluck. This may 
also be the first film I' ve ever 
seen that includes the line, 
" You' re going to Bible class! 
Bring your s- t buckets !" 
Yet as spellbinding as Black 
Book's fe rociously exciti ng 
spectacle is, it nevertheless fee ls 
strangely hollow. When a film 
spends muc h of its run ning time 
fictio nally depicting hi stori ca l 
at rocities, should it really leave 
the aud ience w ith nothing more 
than the g iddy sensation of 
escapis t delight? It 's the most 
shameless ly fun movie about 
Nazis since the Indiana Jones 
pictures, and there's something 
wrong about that. 
Ve rhoeven puts a whole lot of 
human suffering on dis play. yet 
he never trul y manages to bru ise 
the soul. His pal pable enjoyment 
o f action se t-pieces and sexual-
Iy·charged encounters resonates 
throughout the enti re enterpri se , 
and at times makes the fil m fee l 
blOG ON! 
• 
blQjj cOloponiC p.~r columbia lurehl login .. glil.r 
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like a glorious game of survi val. 
Though van Houten is a wonder-
fully vibrant presence through-
out the picture, she 's so self-
assured that the audience feel s 
little suspense about her eventu-
al fate . 
And yet, such criti cism dis-
solves in the face of Black 
Book's pulse-pounding tension, 
which wraps viewers in so much 
co iled suspense, they ' ll be 
forced to untangle themselves 
during the end credits. 
Verhoeven refreshingly exposes 
ev il on both sides o f the war, and 
perhaps the fil m's mos t unfor-
gettably nauseating image 
involves the abuse van Houten 
takes from liberated members of 
the Alliance. The labyrinthine 
plot never once becomes confus-
ing, and often relies on plot 
developments so coincidenta l 
the aud ience can' t help but grin. 
Though no matter how much 
of a great time one has watching 
this film, one can't help feeling a 
little guilty about it afterward . 
Verhoeven insists to keep· the 
audience on the edge of their 
seats, yet fails to move them in a 
way that is genuinely emotional. 
Black Book is a beauti fu l speci-
men to behold, yet one is le ft 
wondering if there trul y is a 
heart beat ing beneath its scintil-
lating surface. 
l1ifogerholm@Chroniclenlail.com 
'Block Book' 
Directed by 
rI' "" 0 ', ~ elttgorielvltw ~b~wJ~. I UD~l~_OL,~~~ __________________ ~ ________________________________________ ~ 
Drum and bass: Making a comeback in 
Chicago through club nights 
Continuedfrom Front Page 
internat ional talent. 
Stunna, a producer and one of 
Bass by the Po und 's res ident 
DJs, thinks the scene in Chicago 
could pick bac k up again, simi lar 
to its heyday about five years 
ago. He credits this to ' people 
associated wi th Bass by the 
Pound taking management roles 
w ith in the club, w hic h gives 
them the abi li ty to do what they 
want with the ni ght now. 
Pipe line, another producer and 
Bass by the Pound DJ, he lps 
book the event , he ld every 
Wednesday. called the Sem inar 
at Lava. Pipeline sa id he's been 
putting all his time and energy 
in to it. 
' 'I'm do ing my best to make it 
as st rong as possib le, through 
bringing quality and diverse acts 
and by provid ing an atmosphere 
where everyone feel s like they 
are a pan of someth ing," he said. 
All three said when they dee-
jay, they like to play " upfront" 
music or songs that people might 
not have heard of. 
Stunna a lso feels it is impor-
tant to play hi s own produced 
tracks, make a name and build a 
following. 
He sa id when he first got into 
Courtesy of Stunna 
Stunna believes it is important for DJs to also produce music in 
order to get recognition and get booke d outside the Un ited 
States, 
the scene a'round 2000, his focu s 
was and still is on production. 
Back then, production ' skill s 
were n 't as necessary and peop le 
could make a name for them-
se lves just deejay ing if they hus-
tled hard enough, he sa id . Now 
he thinks in order to get gigs or 
recogni tion, OJs need to also 
ha ve produ ction credi ts next to 
their name. 
BUI even w ith thi s fact , he said 
now there are less people in the 
city producing tha n before , 
wh ich cou ld make it less likely 
for C hicago jung lists to make a 
name in the worldwide drum and 
bass scene. 
"The U.S. has come up as far 
as product ion, but now [in 
Chicago] there's really only two 
guys with stuff o ut on an interna-
tiona l leve l," Stunna said , " I 
th ink people are startin g to catch 
on thou gh, and it's go ing to take 
a little bit of ti me, but people wi ll 
start to see what we have hap-
pen ing here." 
Pipe line said oth er factors 
have changed the scene in the 
past d ecade, including the 
Internet , MP3s and the C OJ , 
wh ich utilizes CDs instead of 
records when mixing tracks. But 
most of those changes have been 
for the good, he said. 
"I can get a tune from a pro-
ducer half the way ac ross the 
g lobe via A IM and play it in the 
club that ni ght ," he said. 
The Interne t a lso exposes and 
infonns fans to the music more 
and they a re able to see what is 
Heuring God's cull 
Customizing cell phones with religious content 
At 6: 15 each morning, Kristin 
Annstrong rece ives a text mes-
sage on her cell phone that helps 
her start her day in a positive 
way. 
The message, a Bible verse, 
also lets her mainta in her focus 
on faith. 
" I get up sometimes, and I' m 
not getting up thinking of the 
wonderful day God has ahead for 
me," Annstrong, 25, said . Then 
she reads her daily morning mes-
sage, and " it k ind of helps me 
move my mind back into the 
mindset it needs to, w hen I' m 
going astray in the morning. It 's a 
nice reminder." 
Such messages are among the 
growing number of faith-based 
services o ffered by wire less serv-
ice prov iders. 
Cell phone use rs can watch and 
li sten to semlOns of "cyber pas-
tors ," down load faith-based rin g 
and rin g-back lones, and have 
infonnation about sa ints sent to 
their phones . 
By Joe Rodriguez 
wh ile others have a fee; charges 
can be by single usage or added 
to a monthly bi ll. Most serv ices 
can be accessed regardless of a 
person 's ce ll phon~ provider, as 
long as the phone has the techno-
logica l capability, said Donna 
Sibaai , owner of Wireless Toyz 
Cellular Superstore in Wichita, 
Kan . 
" People are rea ll y able to pick 
and choose what they want ," she 
said . 
And more companies a re start-
ing to recognize that. 
For example, Cath olic Mobile 
was launched late last year. The 
Denver-based company offers a 
variety of ways for people to cus-
tom ize their phones to renect 
their faith. Among them , people 
can down load rin gtones of " Ave 
Maria" and "Amazing Grace" or 
images of Jesus and Pope 
Benedict XVI. C ustomers can 
a lso receive da ily prayers, rcad-
ings and informat ion on sa ints. 
" Mobi les have become 
target iech-savvy young people-
from teens to th irtysomethings-
who frequently use the ir mobil e 
dev ices for more than just phone 
ca1ls. 
Last month , Veri zan Wireless 
added a Chri stian-oriented chan-
nel to its wire less V-Cast enter-
ta inment menu . A long with get-
ting sports , comedy and pop cul-
tu re v ideo clips, V-Cas t sub-
scribers can use a spiritual chan-
nel called The Mobile Word . The 
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Courtesy of Pipeline 
Pipeline is one of Bass by the Pound's resident DJs and booking 
agents for the weekly night at Lava, 1270 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
going on. 
" It 's kind o f gone in waves, 
but everyone is so much more 
connected now," Stunna said. 
"Everyone kn ows what 's go ing 
on and peop le know who's doing 
what now." 
One other major difference in 
th e electronic music scene as a 
whole is that it has moved from 
th e raves to the clubs, Phantom 
45 sa id. 
They feel th is is good fo r the 
o lder crowd, who might have 
gotten into the scene 10 years 
ago as teenagers but would now 
fee l out of p lace at a rave. 
However, Pipeline sa id one o f 
the biggest problems is connec t-
ing wit h a younger audience and 
attract ing new peop le to the 
music . 
But Stunna sa id many peop le 
who listen or produce e lectronic 
music o ften pass through diffe r-
ent ge nres as they grow or move 
channel contains video clips from 
cyberpastor.com, which offe rs 
dai ly devotionals. It also p lays 
Bible verses, Chr istian music and 
enterta inmen t clips. 
" We try and provide our cus-
tomers w ith content that we th ink 
they want, and faith-based COIl-
tent is something we understood 
our customers were wan ting," 
sa id Veri zon spokeswoman 
Cheryl Bini-Ann brecht. 
The content is provided by San 
Diego-based Unity in Va lues, a 
Christian mobi le content distribu-
tor. Gregg Nolan, head of brand 
management for Unity in Values, 
said market research has shown its 
content is most in demand by peo-
ple ages 15 to 35 who are "active, 
contemporary Christians." 
"Chri stians a re rea lly lookin g 
fo r a mobile application th at they 
on. 
Pipe line is one such example 
of growth w ithin th e scene . He 
said he progressed from being a 
raver to a OJ to a producer 
because he rea li zed the music 
"was the key to it all " and he 
wanted to be a part of making it. 
The three all hope to get the 
crowds in the clubs into it and set 
off the next generation of DJs 
and producers in C h icago, 
Stunna sa id . 
The Seminar returned in 
February since a break in April 
2006, he ld every Wednesday at 
Lava. BBP also holds a monthly 
night at Sonotheque, 1444 W. 
Chicago Ave., every second 
Saturday, which wi ll host the 
an niversary party in May. For 
more information, visi t bass-
bythepound.com. 
kkalter@chroniclemaif.com 
can take w it h th em where ver they 
go," he sa id, " and be close to 
their faith ." 
Armstrong, who works at the 
Wireless Toyz store in Wichita 
and a lso uses Chri stian ringtones 
and ri ng-back tones on her phone, 
agrees. She sa id she attributes the 
growing popu larity of the fa ith-
based wireless servi ces to people 
looking for more ways to person-
alize their mobiles. 
"A lot of people wou ld rather 
have music like [Christian songs] 
on the ir phones rather than some 
raunchy j oke of the day or some 
pip-hop song or that type o f 
thing," she sa id . " It 's an a lte rna-
tive, so that there's something out 
there for everybody." 
MeT 
And the trend isn ' t lim ited to 
Christ ians. Mus lims can ge t a 
serv ice on their phone that a lerts 
them when it 's time fo r their daily 
prayers or lets them download 
parts of the Quran . A webs ite, 
askmoses.com, can send out 
information o n Jewish history 
and remind cell phone users of 
Sabbath and holiday observances. 
Some of the services are free, 
extensions of o urse lves, both by 
the many tasks they do for us and 
the way we try to personali ze Oll r 
ce ll phones," said A lejandro 
Bermudez, spokes person for 
Catho li c Mo~ il e. " We bel ieve 
people who are Catho lic should 
have the opportunity to a lso tum 
their ce ll phones into extens ions 
of themselves as Catholics." 
In most instances, the services 
(From left), Emily Greenwald , Fiona Shovlin , Laura Gallagher, J ill Nentwig, and Colleen Bres lin, all 17 , 
pose for a photograph at a restau rant in Bryn Mawr, Pa ., Fe bruary 16, 2007. They all go to Country Day 
School of t he Sacred He art and said they wouldn 't go anywhere without their cell phones. 
AM I April 9, 2007. Page 34 
'Borock' rocks ChiCOgO 
New Second City revue blends politics with silliness 
By Matt Fagerholm/ Assistant A&E Editor 
An assass in has been hired by 
Hillary Clinton to off her biggest 
competition in the rnee fo r 
Democratic presidential nominee. 
Yet to Hillary's chagrin, her plan 
fai ls when the assassin f..1 11 s hope-
lessly in love with Baraek Obama. 
i-lillary is furious and asks tbe 
assassin how he could possibly 
love a man responsible for doing 
such terrible things as taking dmgs 
in college. Wi th a love-struck 
smi le, the assassin responds, 
"Haven', you ever loved a man so 
much you could ignore their 
faults?"' 
This is just one of the countless 
scathing scenes from The Second 
City's 94th Revue. "Between 
Samek and a Hard Place." 111e rol-
licking show, directed by Matt 
Hovde, opened to an enthusiastic 
sold·out crowd on March 22 at 
The Second Ci ty Mainstage 
Theatre. 1616 N. Wells 51. 
Perfonning on a stage that 
launched the careers of renowned 
comedians like Bill Murray, Mike 
Myers and Gilda Radner, the six 
actors in this revue have some for-
midably large shoes 10 fi ll . Amber 
Ruffin, Brian Gallivan, Ithamar 
Enriquez, Molly Erdman, Brad 
Morris and Joe Canale are the 
show's ensemble members who 
partake in a series of off-the-wall 
sketches and improvisations. 
Performing on a relatively bare, 
intimate stage, the group utilizes 
every inch of their physicality and 
personal ity to create various char-
acters and locations in the show. 
This is a refreshing departure 
from the now-stale "Saturday 
Night Live," wh ich spends most of 
its energy creating elaborate cos-
tumes and sets, whi le neglecting to 
make its humor resonate. The gags 
in "Between Barack and a Hard 
Place" are equal parts zany and 
relevant, allowing the audience to 
think through their laugh ter. 
TIle so le running plot through· 
out the show invo lves va rious 
American c itizens- white men, 
college kids, soccer moms- iden· 
ti fy ing each othe r as " Baraek 
Obama," poking fun at the sena· 
tor's allegedly universal appeal. 
Obama is later seen at a press 
conference, answering questions 
with the help of Abraham 
Lincoln's ghost- further poking 
fun at the comparisons being made 
between the senator and the Civil 
War president. When a reporter 
asks Lincoln about his ambiguous 
sexuality, the president responds, 
" What I do with my Lincoln Log is 
my own business~" 
Yet Lincoln is speechless when 
faced with a real·1ife quote in 
which he indulges in rac is t 
remarks. This scene displays a sur· 
prisingly even·handed skewering 
of political figures in which even 
the most celebrated president has 
his naws exposed. Though no 
Republican candidates are incJud· 
ed in the show, Hillary is played by 
Erdman as a humorless android 
who has to contort her face in 
order to elicit a forced laugh. 
The majority of the show's 
humor satirizes our country's pres-
ent divisiveness by depicting alter-
IreaUmial iSo'! dead_ 
II's ~een In a cama. 
cations between the young and 
old. smokers and non· smokers, 
serious and sarcasti c, gay and 
straight. 
One memorable sketch involves 
Morris as a self· important art con-
no isseur whose audio tour through 
all Art Institute-like museum is 
ruined by Canale, a phil istine he 
rubbed the wrong way. 
Another scene invo lves Erdman 
as a condescending yo ungster 
badly singing songs to a group of 
geriatri cs at a nurs ing home. After 
the old fo lks complain about her 
endless rend it ion of " Kum Ba 
Yah," Erdman cries tha t they 
should apprec iate the fact she 
sings songs to them as they wait on 
death's door. An o ld man played 
by Canale replies, "So open the 
door and push us through!" 
Another comic vignette finds an 
obnoxious non·smoker question-
ing a pregnant Erdman about why 
she still smokes. Her sardonic 
response drew an equal number of 
gasps and guffaws: " I want to 
make my newborn baby tiny so it 
doesn't hurt when I have it. " 
Yet various other moments in 
the night were pure fun. Enriquez 
and Canale played an o ld·school 
jazz duo who built enti re songs 
around words shouted from the 
audience. Enriquez also participat-
ed in another improvisatory 
sketch, where he and Gallivan did 
an interpretive dance set in a loea· 
lion reques ted by the audience- in 
this case, it was Subway. The 
ensemble even pcrfonned variolls 
songs with titles like. " I Am 
Andrew Nelles/ The Chronicle 
Jered Gummere, lead singer of the Ponys, rocks out in 
honor of the band's first album released on Matador 
Records with a performance at the Logan Square 
Auditorium, 2539 N. Kedzie Ave. , on March 31. 
Socially Awkward," " It's Good To 
Be Black." and "No One's Afraid 
of an Irish Terrorist Anymore." 
Ruffin played a terrorist in 
Chicago whose attempts to bomb 
the CT A failed because the bus 
lines were so unreliable. 
There was also a thinly veiled 
parody of the recent expulsion of 
Chief lIliniwek at University of 
Illino is, as Gallivan replaces his 
school's "Screaming Drunken 
Navajo" mascot with a team name 
guaranteed to offend no one: The 
Clouds. "You' ll rain terror and 
accumulus victory! " smannily 
exc laimed Gallivan. 
All the while, there wasn't an 
aud ience member in the small, 
legenda ry thea tre who didn'l 
ha ve a smile of amused elation on 
their face. 
Tickets for The Second City s 
94th Revue "Between Barack and 
a Hard Place" are available by 
phone at (312) . 337-3992. and 
online at www.secondcity.com. 
The cost is $19 for the shows run-
ning Tuesday through Thursday at 
8 p.m .. and $24 Jor the Friday and 
Saturday shows at 8 p. m. and 11 
p.m. TIckets for the 7 p.m. Sunday 
shows cost $19. 
mfagerholm@chro~iclemai/.com 
'Between Barackand 
a Hard Place' 
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Double trouble 
Quentin Tarantino and Robert Rodriguez's double feature 
The National Association of 
Theatre Owners would beg to 
differ, but it's still possible in a 
few multiplexes across the land 
to "enjoy" the grindbouse expe-
rience. 
You know, a theater with 
floors glazed in Coke and rotten 
Raisinets, upholstered seats you 
don ' t want to see with the lights 
up, a couple of drunks down in 
front providing running com-
mentary and maybe a guy in 
military camouflage with a 
bulging duffel bag, grunting to 
himself one aisle over. 
"Admittedly, Illat was never 
the best part of it," said director 
Quentin Tar.antillo, waxing nos-
talgic about the days decades 
back when he'd venture in to 
some grungy one-screen in 
downtown Los Angeles to see a 
cheapo vigilante fli ck or a 
babes-behind-bars thriller. 
"There were definitely times I 
knew I was taking my life in my 
ha~ds by gO.jog into t~at the-
ater," hE said, chucklmg. "It 
jusl showed my intense com-
mi~ment to cinema." 
Sti ll , for most folks going to 
Grindhouse-the double-fea-
ture package o f Tarantino 's 
Death Proof and Robert 
Rodriguez's Planet Terror, 
which opened April 6- the ven-
. Ues will be tidy and tiered, .with 
statt-of-the-art cup holders for 
thos~6 cappuccinos. 
It 's .the stuff up on the 
screen-Tarantino 's and 
Rooriguez's 1esbian ca r-chase 
carnage and zombie-lust blood-
fes ts-that wi l1 pay homage to 
the '60s and '70s exploitation 
indies, not the theaters them-
selves. 
" I think of it almost like a 
grindho.use ride," Tarantino 
said. " I li ke the fact that we' re 
turning the multiplex into the 
grindhouse. It's just a little 
safer. But if any gang violence 
breaks out during the COOrse of 
the movie, or anything gets 
screwed up in the projection 
booth , a ree l goes miss ing, 
that 's all good. It just adds to 
the experience ... it makes it all 
the more organic." 
It was Sin City and Spy Kids 
director Rodriguez looking at a 
poster he owned for a :50s hot-
rod double bi ll who came l!P 
with the idea of releasing two 
flicks together. 
"Then, when went to 
. Quentin 's house after making 
Sin City, he had the same 
poster," the director sa id. " I 
thought , 'Hey, you do one, and I 
do the other ... , 
So off they went, psyched to 
re-create the look and feel of 
the vintage low-budget, no-star 
B-movies, which were pro-
duced outside the Ho llywood 
mainstream, that got away with 
murder, so to speak, as far as 
blood, gore, gratuitous nudity 
and general outrageo.usness 
Were concerned. The films, a 
staple of low-rent urban the-
aters. or grindhouses. and outty-
By Steven Rea 
ing dr ive- ins, had "sexuality 
and brutality that was amped-up 
and crazed," Rodriguez said. 
His entry, Planet Terror , 
whi ch Rodri guez shot last 
spring around his hometown of 
Austin , Texas, "is a mash-up of 
zombie horror and renegade-
hero action : Think George 
Romero's Dawn of the Dead 
crossed with John Carpenter's 
Escape from New York . 
Freddy Rodriguez plays the 
loner hero, Josh Brolin is a 
demented doc and Rose 
McGowan is Cherry Darling, a 
go-go dancer who loses a leg in 
a roadside zombie attack and 
has it prosthetica lly replaced 
with a machine gun. Bruce 
Willis , Marley Shelton, lad-mag 
cover-girl chanteuse Fergie and 
a hammy Tarantino also appea r. 
McGowan and other cast 
members show up in 
Tarantino's Death Proof. too. 
Says Rodriguez: " We 
thought , wouldn ' t it be great, 
like when you go see a Pam 
Grier double feature, if it's two 
women-in-prison movies, she's 
a prisoner in one and the war-
den in the other? So we' ve got 
crossovers ... 
Tarantino, in his first direc t-
ing foray since the 2003-04 Ki ll 
Bill movies, drew from high-
octane car-chase pies (notably 
the '7 1 cult classic Vanishing 
Point) and slasher pies in which 
a maniac sta lker preys on a 
bevy of nubile beauties. 
Tarantino cites Bob Clark's 
1972 Yulet ide terror, B'iack 
Christmas . 
Tarantino shot Death Proof 
last fall over 10 weeks, more 
than half of it devoted to 100-
mph car chases. His cast; Kurt 
Russell as Stuntman Mike, ,a 
scarred and lecherous stunt 
driver stalking a trio of fetching 
femm es, played by Sydney 
Tamiia Poi tier (daughter of 
Sidney), Jordan Ladd and 
Vanessa Ferlito. Rosario 
Dawson, Zoe Bell (Urn a 
Thurman 's stunt double in Kill 
BiU) and Omar Doom also star. 
To complete the w~o l e grind-
house experience, Rodriguez, 
38, and Tarantino, 44, added 
"damage effec ts," post-produc-
tion tweaks to make the prints 
look scratched, burned, jumpy 
and frayed, just like the 
exploitation fare that inspired 
them . 
"Because they made so few 
prints, they wou ld be scratched-
up and worn-out ," Rodriguez 
explained. " Projectionists would 
cut frames out of them for sou-
venirs. They were definitely 
chopped up and ragged by the 
time they ran their course." 
So Grindhouse, Rodriguez 
said , looks as though "by the 
time it's got to your city, it's all 
tom up, because that 's how it 
was in the grindhouse era . 
" But it's used to dramatic 
effect, too. It 's not rea lly just 
aging for the sake of aging. 
What 's cool is I got to use those 
as too ls Usua lly .your fi lm 
grammar includes the fade . or 
the cross-fade, or the jump-cut, 
and that's about it. Now, you've 
got the splice-cu t, you 've got 
the film-burn , you 've got the 
missing reel, you've go t a lot of 
thi ngs to help accent the fi lm 
dramatically. It's really sweet. I 
think people will get it." 
Rodriguez also had the idea 
to run a fake trai ler before the 
films. His is for Machete , an 
ac tion flick starring From Dusk 
Till DawII 's Danny Trejo as a 
chopper-riding, tattooed dude 
with an arsenal of dead ly cut-
lery. 
Tarantino recrui ted Eli Roth 
and Edgar Wright to do more 
mock trailers. Roth 's is for 
Thanksgiving, a holiday-pegged 
s lasher flick that gave 
Grindlrouse some problems 
when it was submitted to the 
MPAA ratings board. (The 
scene, now tr immed: a naked 
trampolinist doing splits com· 
ing down on a giant knife.) 
Wright did a '70s-style British 
horror thing ca lled DON'T. 
Meta l· rocker-turned-movie-
auteur Rob Zombie got in on 
the action as well. 
" He came up to me at the 
Scream Awards back in 
October," Rodriguez sa id. "He 
had heard about the project, and 
he said he had a trai ler idea . 
Werewolf Women of the SS 
said , 'Say no more, go shoot it! 
You got me at werewolf 
women.'" 
MeT 
MeT 
Directors Quentin Tarantino, left, and Robert Rodriguez teamed up 
to do homage to exploitation S·movie thri llers. 
college student 
purchase program • 
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Do YOU know the secret? 
Claudia Morales has sold self-
help and spiri tual guides at her 
Sacramento, Cal if sto re, East 
West Books, for years. But she 
has never seen' any thing like The 
Secrel. 
For the past few months , 
staffers have regularly restocked 
the shelves with Th e Secret 
DVDs, books and CDs. 
It has become the store's 
biggest se ller ever. 
"It's huge. Almost every per-
son who wa lks in the door now is 
asking about il ," said Morales, 
the store's - c~-owner. "They've 
heard about it and want to see for 
themselves." 
flle Secret. created by Rhonda 
Byrne has been plugged on two 
episodes of "The Oprah Winfrey 
Show," has climbed to the second 
spot on the best-seller list at 
Amazon.com and is being dis-
cussed at The Secret classes at 
churches and spiritual new-
thought centers. Earlier this 
month. the publisher announced 
that another 2 million copies soon 
will be available. 
Don't know what the fuss is 
about? Here's a simple explana-
tion: The Secret is based on a cen-
turies-old concept called the law 
of attraction, which says individ-
uals' emotions and thoughts con-
trol what happens to them in the 
real world. 
In other words, if a person 
visualizes and really believes he 
or she is going to get that new 52-
inch plasma TV, then he or she 
will soon have it hanging on the 
family room wa ll. Think about it 
and it will-as the se lf-help 
experts on the DVD say-mani-
fest. 
Although it sounds far-fetched, 
it wasn't to about a dozen people 
who showed up on a recent rainy 
April night to discuss The Secret 
at the Science of Mind New 
Thought Center in Sacramento. 
"These principles helped me 
with the most traumatic event in 
my life," said the Rev. Sandy 
Freeman-Loomis, who began 
Best-selling book advises o.n strategies of success 
By Jennifer Garza 
seriously applying the law of delivered the same message: If 
attraction after her daughter Alex people think about what they 
was killed by a drunk driver 20 wanted, they would get it. A boy 
years ago. Since then , Freeman- is shown yearning for a new red 
Loomis has visualized a better BMX bike. Soon, an elderly man, 
life and says she's found one. presumably the boy's grand fa-
She decided to offer the class ther, showed lip on the back 
aftcr receiving calls about The porch with a bike. A woman who 
Secret. Freeman-Loomis is thrilled wanted a new diamond necklace 
that something she has studied for finds it being placed around her 
years is .getting so much attention. neck. A man who visualizes a 
"It may have a different name BMW is soon driving one. 
now. But the basics are the same If that seems shallow, well, a 
and I know it works," says lot of crit ics agree. 
Freeman-Loomis. "It's no secret "On an ethical level. The Secret 
:uound our center." appears deplorable ," writes 
From Norman Vincent Peale to Newsweek. On Salon.com, it's 
Wayne Dyer, the self-help mes- called a "bott le of minty-fresh 
sage has long been a popular one. snake oil cu rrentl y topping the 
The Secret has tapped into this best-seller lists." 
market and may become the Why such a negative reaction? 
biggest seller of them all. Partly because of The Secret~, 
Byrne, an Australian TV pro- emphasis on materialism and 
ducer, came up with the idea a wealth. And partly because The 
few years ago. On "Oprah," she Secret implies that people are 
said she was going through some also res ponsible for the negative 
rocky limes in her life when she things that have happened in their 
discovered a 1910 book called lives. 
The Science of Gelling Rich, If you're sick or a vict im, the 
which expla ined the law of thinking goes, it 's your fault. In 
attraction. the movie, a woman says she 
Byrne became hooked. After recovered from cancer through 
reading various teachings, she visualization and by watching 
came up with the idea of a movie funny movies, a claim that alanns 
based on the concept and gave it medical experts. 
a new name that was sure to draw "There is no credible scientific 
interest. evidence that positive thinking 
It worked. The Secret DVD, can cure cancer or that negative 
initially so ld on the Intcrnet , was thinking can cause cancer. Such 
an instant hit. The film, which claims are irresponsible ," said 
opened wi th scenes of monks Ted S. Gansler of the American 
writing on parchment and quick- Cancer Society in a statement 
Iy hiding their scrolls before sol- responding to The Secret. 
diers arrive, evokes a Da Vinci Still. The Secret clearly has 
Code conspiracy mood. st ruck a chord. Supporters point 
The message sa id "They," or to other messages in the book 
political leaders and business such as the power of visualization 
The book and DVD 'The Secret' telis people if they think hard 
enough about wanting something, like a BMW, they will soon get it. 
Marci Shimoff, an inspirational 
speaker from Marin County, 
Calif., appeared in The Secret. 
She said people approach her 
every day to te ll her how much it 
has changed their lives. She adds 
that the media is focusing on only 
certain aspects of the film. "This 
is not about getting things to 
make you happy," Shimoff said. 
The law of attraction is more 
than positi.;e thinking, she says. 
"It's how our feelings and our 
thinking" affect our actions and 
reality. 
"This 
of course there is going to be crit-
icism," Shimoff said. 
At the recent Secret class in 
Sacramento, several people 
talked ' about how the law of 
attraction changed their lives. 
"The law of attraction made 
me think about my life and where 
I was going," said a hairstylist 
who visualized owning a ' salon 
near the beach. "1 was more 
aware of making things happen." 
She-later opened that salon. 
M;& 
executives who don't wa~n~t"~pe~o~-:rc~a~n~(~I~th~c~~~~~~~~~~==~~~~~~~~~~~~~~==~====================::~ pie to know something 
they want to keep the power 
wealth to themsel ves. What is 
The sec ret. 
The film then goes to a 
of self-help experts who 
the next 90 minutes eXIPlalmngl 
the law of attraction. 
April 15, 2007 
Lou Conte Dance Studio 
lV tHlk "how tl oal Oprah Wlnfwy plupJ1.ocJ Ihu hook twice on 11 0 r 
',hr}'ll In r'JbrlJ;,ry. 
1147 West Jackson Blvd . Chicago, IL 60607 
10:00 am 
lroq music under siege 
Music shops' suffering reflects country's hardships 
By Omsr Sin An 
Farouk Hassan's eyes well up 
with tears as he cranks his car's 
CD player and sings along with the 
latest hit. a lament to his lost love: 
violence-torn Baghdad. 
But it is not just the song's lyrics 
that encapsulate the tragedy of 
Baghdad's bloodshed. 
The pop star singing the tune. 
the young man listening to it and 
even the music shop employees 
who sold hi m the CD are all 
among the thousands who have 
fled the Iraqi capital. 
Navigating the streets of 
Sulaimaniyah, 160 mi les north of 
east Baghdad. Hassan. who fled 
the capital several months ago. 
points out that his friends back 
home cannot even listen to music 
in public, fearing they will draw 
the attention of Islamic militants 
who consider pop music a corrupt-
ing force. 
"A song can wrap a person in all 
these emotions. it's really amaz-
ing," said Hassan. wiping away the 
tears from his eyes. "[The music 
can] truly move people who are 
missing home." 
Approximate ly 1.8 million 
Iraqis have fled the country in 
nearly four years of violence 
since the fa ll of Saddam Husse in . 
A simi lar number have left their 
homes to take refuge elsewhere in 
Iraq. many in Sulaimal1 iyah and 
other parts of the northern 
Kurdistan region , which has 
largety been spared of the turmoil. 
.Amid the c~aos, Shiite and 
Sunni Muslim extremists have 
grown bolder in enforcing reli -
gious strictures- forcing stores 
selling CDs and DVDs to shut 
down. Sometimes. employees of 
those shops have been killed. 
At Sulaimaniyah 's Aldar 
Albaidaa music store. where 
Hassan is a regular customer. one 
of the employees. Ammar. knows 
all too well the dangers of the 
music business. 
Ammar. who would only give 
his first name for fear of reprisals 
against hi s fami ly. once ran a 
music store in eastern Baghdad. 
But in September. fo llowers of 
rad ical Sfliite cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr came to his shop and told him 
to shut it down. 
"You infidel and devil-follower 
... you deserve to die for pushing 
Muslims to corruption and adul-
tery." sa id the letter they left. 
The 2 1-year-old Ammar sa id he 
did not take the threat seriously al 
first. Then men dressed in black 
sprayed hi s shop with gunfire. 
destroying it and wounding him. 
A few days later. he left his fam-
ily and college studies behind and 
fled to Sulaimaniyah. where he 
took up his job at Aldar Albaidaa. 
Arabic pop music blares from 
the shop in a main commercial 
street of Sulaimaniyah. and ils 
wa lls are adorned with posters of 
scanti ly clad Arab and Western 
female singers. Elsewhere in Iraq. 
that wou ld have' been enough to 
prompt attacks ITom ex tremists •. 
but Sulaimaniyah and the rest of 
autonomous Kurdistan is .Iargely 
secular. 
The Aldar Albaidaa chain of 
music stores is itself something of 
a refugee. It opened a branch in 
Sulaimaniyah because it was no 
longer safe to sell music in central 
and southern Iraq. said the 
branch's manager. Ahmad a l-
Ahmad. 
Mi lit iamen broke into the 
chain 's Baghdad branch during the 
summer and demanded it be shut 
down. the Baghdad manager told 
The Assoc iated Press by tele-
phone. 
He negot iatied with them to 
keep the store open. but under a 
strict set of conditions: No hanging 
pictures of female singers on the 
storefront and no loudspeakers 
playing music outside. 
"The business is not like 
before," said the manager. who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
for fear of reprisals. "People are 
afraid even to wa lk inlo our store 
fearing someo.ne is watching 
them." 
AI·Ahmad. the Sulaimaniyah 
branch manager. said the best sell· 
ing CDs of 2006 were those evok-
ing emot ions of Iraqis who had 
fled from violence. with titles like 
"So We Don ', Forget Iraq" and 
"The Pains of Our People." 
Among the most popular is 
Hossam al-Rassam. the Iraqi 
singer that Hassan was listening to 
in his car. 
, ., ____ ... .. .. "',.. ... t 'p _ . .. , •• 
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Thamer Ahmed. a salesman at Aldar Albaidaa music store in 
Sulaimaniyah. 160 miles northeast of Baghdad: Iraq. arranges 
posters of popular singers March 15. 
"What a pity. it [Baghdad] was 
the jewel of the Arabs. but it was 
sold away in an auct ion." al · 
Rassam. who now res ides in Syria. 
weeps in one tune. 
In others. al·Rassam plays the 
oud- an Arabic instrument related 
to the lute- and sings in the trad i-
tional poetic style of the maqam to 
wrench the most emotion out of 
lyrics, pleading with his homeland 
to forgi ve those who fled. 
Faced with the dangers of pur-
chasing music. many Baghdad res-
idents now tum to the Internet. 
Anwar Getan, who lives in east-
ern Baghdad. says he downloads 
songs and saves them on his 
mobile phone memory · card. 
exchanging them with 'neighbors 
and friends. 
"Using the mobile to li sten to 
songs is way safer than endanger. 
ing ourselves by going to the 
music stores," he said . 
AP 
• 
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Reviews 
Coyote Bones 
Gentleman on the Rocks 
The Hoax 
Coyote Bones falls into the 
typical indie rock category, 
but they manage to do so in a 
refreshing way. Random call· 
and-response singing isn ' t too 
overbearing or dramati c, the 
synth .background keeps a 
s imple and chann ing beat and 
the vocals are me llow without 
be ing depressing. The album 
comes Ollt May 5. 
- 7: Breyne 
an attempt 10 attract more 
readers, Ill any of whom have 
begun getting their news on 
the Internet, Newsweek 
keeps it straightforward . This 
issue has an infonnative, per· 
sonalized report on living 
with cancer. - 8. White 
The Hoax is about the author 
C lifford Erving and an auto-
biography that · he claims to 
have co-written on aviation 
b ill ionaire Howard Hughes. 
The mo vie docs a good job 
of exploring the process of 
ly ing that Cliffo rd Erving 
goes through , the way he 
forged letters, ·made up 
accounts of meet ing Hughes, 
Directed by Lasse and the fina l price he pays 
Hallstrom for h is d ishonesty. 
- M. Rubio 
Since 1 recently reclisc:ov.r<:d' 
the joy o f cookies, I rea lized 
that Cookie Monster has 
nothing going for him now. 
Nobody likes a sk inny 
Cookie Monster who only 
eats fruit S and vegetab les. 
Wh y not just make the 
Vegetable Monster? Or the 
Fruit Monste r? Cookie 
Arcade Fire 
Neon Bible 
The Hills 
MTV 
At the absolute least, this 
album is worth getting for one 
line in the song "Windowsill": 
"MTV, what have you done to 
me? Save my soul. set me 
free." The strongest part ofthe 
new album is its lyrics, which 
are much more direct than the 
band 's firs t album Fllnera/. 
Their debut release set the bar 
so high, even a val iant attempt 
on Neon Bible is better than 
average. - J. Ewert 
Well , if I didn ', already feel 
bad abo llt not be ing a good 
designer, this rca lly tops it 
ofT. This huge and colorful 
book has page aft er page of 
gorgeous magazine des ign 
that is completely inspiring 
and 10ta11y oul of my layout 
league. There 's even some 
intense nudity in ii , but hey, 
I 'm not complaining. 
-CO Mahlmeisler 
about a lame season 
finale. Maybe Heidi should 
be the star of her own reality 
show, since she's the one 
a lways making stupid deci -
s ions. Basically, the only 
thing that was interesting thi s 
who le season was about what 
a dog Spencer is and how 
naive Heidi is . Maybe we 
should all just stop wasting 
30 minutes each week watch-
ing it. - I-/. Graham 
Wilco. The Flam ing Lips, 
Too l, El- I), Gogol l3ordc llo, 
The December ists and 
Fountains of Wayne. But 
most importantly, Ween is 
p lay ing, so one can be quite 
assured that Ihis wi ll be a 
patchoulifes t to remember. 
The on ly troub ling absence 
in thi s otherwise exc iting 
The Forecast 
In the Shadow of Two 
Gunmen 
The Lookout 
Directed by Scott Frank 
Harley Quinn, the Joke r 's righ t 
hand woman, is like a derky 
girl who di scovers she's hot 
and blossoms into a 10lal babe. 
Well , in thi s case she blossoms 
into a homicidal kill er. The lat-
est issue of the never-end ing 
Batman comic provides anoth-
er layer 0 11 this character, but 
without an y of the oh-no-shc-
didn' t moment s. 
- H. Clauss 
i 
an apartment wi th a blind Jeff 
Daniels, who helps him over-
come a brain injury. Slowly, 
he s inks into monotony and 
it 's not long before some 
shady characters convi nce 
Gordon-Levitt to help them 
rob the bank where he works 
nights. The film textured 
and effective, if mechani a!. 
- W Giglio 
tho111 ~h't"1'his ' I1t1in "c(j(ild do 
no wrong, then I saw him 
host the 2007 Kid's C hoice 
Awards and was disgusted . 
He had the ent husiasm of a 
goth k id in churc h and Ie 
cheesiness o f a hou e in 
Wisconsin . Jck. Gct it togeth-
er man ; you.' re supposed to 
be bring ing sexy back! 
Monster, you need to accept Bonna roo 2007 li neup Cookie Monster lineup is Les C laypool. Justin Timberlake. 
-S. Baltrukonis 
- T Breyne 
who you are and stop try ing 
to change yourself for.others. 
- 0. Nelson 
Premium Blend 
Taking a closer look at Chicago's local bands 
Although "Bi ll Smi th" sounds like a common man 's 
name, it represents not one person but four mus icians. 
While nobody in the C hicago-based band is named Bill , 
the group 's sty le and range of music offers something fo r 
everyone. With Ryan Cham lin on keyboards, Ean Smith 
on bass, Dan Kobenick on guitar and Bob EIchert on 
drums, at times they come across as ajam band and other 
t imes like a straight-up rock g roup. While the group 
doesn' t have a voca li st, they do ha ve the occas ional Me 
join in on the music. The band fonn ed about four years 
, ago and just released thei r se lf-titled, debut albu m last 
month . C ham lin , the on ly member or iginally from 
Chicago who a lso spent two years at Columbia studying 
music theory. look some time to talk with The Chron icle 
abou l what they are going for and how they got to thi s 
poin t. 
The C hronicle: How would you desc ri be your m usic to 
some body who hasn ' t heard il ? 
Cham lin : I' d say ori g ina l, and I'd say funky. I'd say. 
I don 't know, funk-rock; we pretty muc h like a ll different 
types of genres and throw them in and incorporate in 
what we' re do ing. You could find anyth ing in there from 
bluegrass to something that's hip-hop. Basica lly, when 
we playa concert , we just want people to get out on the 
floor and start dancing and have a good time. We ' re jusl 
Iry ing to p lay something we all enjoy, someth ing we like 
to listt;:n to. We don't limi t ou rse lves to any specific 
genre ; we like to p lay everything, we th ink we can p lay. 
W ho wo uld you say a re yo ur in fl uences musica lly? 
Medesk i, Martin & Wood, Ph ish, J im i Hendrix, Les 
Claypoo l, Beck, Frank Zappa, The Beatles, I mean there's 
so many. Fo r a ll different types of music, we like diffcr-
ent people. 
We like d rum and bass, we do li ve drum and bass, we 
do different ty pes of electron ic music . There 's stuff like 
that , bu t we're not so much into that as we are to rock and 
funk and that kind of s tuff. 
W ho is yo ur ma in large t a udience? 
Usually people ages 16-35 . It 's· basica lly all ages; 
there's no spec ific set of people that we ' re look ing for. 
Basically, we' re out there to give people a good lime and 
our music speaks for itse lf. Pretty much the audience is 
genera lly a younger crowd, but it 's definite ly open for 
everybody. Therc's people who like Joni Mitchell al our 
shows and people who like Metallica. You rea lly won ' l 
know unless you go to a show and take a look at what 
we' re trying to do . I think the li stener is going to deter-
mine whether or not they like it ; the re's so much to pick 
from . I say it's a good p lace to j ust bring your fri ends and 
go have a party. 
Yo u say 0 11 yo ur MySpace tha t 90 percenl o f yo ur 
m usic is o ri gina l- what is t he other 10 percen" ? 
We do a few covers. We like to cover Fear f-actory. We 
cover Beck, Sublime. But mostly if you were to go to o ur 
show, if we were to play 15 songs, you ' d probably hear 
two songs that were covers, you know. We like play ing 
stuff people know, and Ihat is the stuff that we like. 
W ha t a re some of the shows yo u p layed recently? 
We j ust got back from Colorado whe re we played s ix 
shows in 10 days and we just played the 10,000 Lakes 
Batt le of the Bands on [March 30 at Beat Kitchen .] , 
Bill Smith 
Courtesy of Bi ll Smith 
How did Iha l go'? 
We placed third . Not too bad for a band that's only 
been around for four months and up against bands that 
have p layed together for four years. [We've only been 
togetherJ with th is drummer in Chicago and on thi s scene 
fo r about four months. We ' re still getting our foot in the 
door. 
Do you guys a ll get a long pretty well? 
Yeah , actually, three of us have an apartment that we 
share together. We ' re starving art ists- living on the floor 
[ laughs), 
Bill Smith plays at Wise Fools Pub. 2770 N. Lincoln 
Ave., April 19. Visit myspace. comlbillsmithmusic for 
more information. 
- K. Kalter 
/' 
Crossword 
ACROSS 
1 Gershwin opera 
hero 
6 Coli. entrance 
eKam 
10 Hey, over here! 
14 Vowel quintet 
15 Summoned, old-
style 
16 Architect Pei's 
Irrst name 
17 Fairy-tale beast 
18 AlaKandar (he 
Great's tutor 
20 Cotilhon gal 
22 Banderas and 
Sahen 
23 Brings to mind 
27 Low-lying 
wellans:! 
26 Compass dif'; 
29 Ms. ThUrman 
30 Non-member 
33 Maple drip 
34 Legs junction 
35 Medicinal 
quantities 
39 Grow weary 
41 Divvy up 
43 Sicilian volcano 
44 Street talk 
46 Irrigate 
46 NL Braves 
49 "The _ of the 
Siarra Madre" 
51 Word with whiz 
52 Goddess of folly 
55 Mare 's morsel 
56 Hallway point 
56 Capital of North 
Dakota 
61 Stitch 
62 Worm woods 
64. Triangular sign 
66 Stadium level 
69 Biddies 
70 Bonehead play 
71 Facilitate 
72 Movie terrier 
73 Ust of 
candidates 
DOWN 
1 Gentle caress 
2 "_ (tie land of 
the Iraa ___ -
3 Roberto's river 
4 Malr of Israel 
5 Holiday burner 
02001 T,lbune MHI. Sfivlc .. , Inc. 
An l ight. ' •• «vMS. 
6 Wharton deg. 
7 Poet Teasdale 
6 Having no end 
9 Sampled 
10 Nucleus 
element 
11 Become 
permanent 
12 Wise lawgiver 
13 -We hold 
truths ... ~ 
19 Added shading 
21 Smudges 
230Kidizes 
419107 
24 Communication ~~Iij:mQt~~~ljg~iI". option ~ 
25 "It 's a Wonderful f=.~~"-I 
Ufe" director 
26 Timing devices 
31 "_ Marner" 
32 Fish eggs 
36 Enact 
37 Key PC key 
38 Oregon 's 
capital 
40 Way in, in brief 
42 Copley and Garr 
45 Sound of pain 
47 Night fl ights 
50 Chanteuse Kitt 
52 Die down 
53 Shinbone 
54 Middle of a 
tassel? 
57 Pirouette 
By Michael Mepham 
59 Soggy ground 
60 Daily Planet 
reporter 
63 9·digit 10 org. 
65 Important period 
66 Destiny 
67 Rapping Doctor 
Level: DrnlIl[l] 
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Complete the grid 
so each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. 
For strategies on 
how to solve 
Sudoku. visi t 
www.sudoku.org.uk. 
SUdokuon_. 
E.-783658.com 
In your mobile 
Web browser. 
Get a treegome! 
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TO THE NINES 
tIt Pisces (Feb. 20- March 20): Only after quoting Quint from Jaws, "Cage goes in the water, 
you go in the water. Shark's in 
the water. O ur shark," wi ll you 
realize someone placed your 
sleeping hand into a bucket of 
wann water. Hilarity and a 
change of sheets ensue. 
. G Aries (March 21- Ap ril 20): 
Words of wisdom will rain down 
on you while making a stop at 
the public restroom. And by 
" words of wisdom," I mean a 
loony rune escapee from the 
local insane asylum. 
O Ta urus (Apri I 21- May 21): You'll st ick it 10 those bour· geo is elitist fat cats by making 
it big as an up-and-coming 
young profess ional. 
€teemini (May 22- June 21): Unfort~nately. they all result in you eatmg more nuts. 
~ Cancer (June 22- July 23): •• You will realize that life is about "bitches and money" this week. And then your relationship with 
a loved one wi II end. 
~ Leo (July 24-Aug. 23): Doctors will find a spot on yo ur lungs. After many X- rays 
and Dr. Quack visits, you will 
realize its on ly barbecue 
sauce--courtesy of George 
Carlin. 
Music business major 
Vanessa Dunstan 
caught our eye with her 
refreshing fusion of fash-
ion styles. She calls it 
"tomboy meets girly 
meets classic hip-hop." 
In addition to her strik-
ing hairstyle and ear-
rings, Dunstan sports a 
I 960s military jacket 
that includes an assort-
ment of vintage patches. 
The jacket was pur-
chased at a thrift store. 
while her shirt was from 
Urban Outfitter s. 
Adding to the mix are 
department store jeans. 
Adidas shoes and a belt 
bought on eBay. W hile 
many Columbia students 
are unsure about their 
style sense. Dunstan 
ar ticulates a clear-cut 
phi losophy:" Try not to 
match too much. but 
make sure everything 
flows." 
Matt Fagerholm/ The Chronicle 
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sepl. 23): 
Congratulat ions on exuding so 
much stress. You 've officially tran-
scended anxiety. I-lave some more 
coffee. 
e Libra (Sept 24-0ct. 23): Once again, the stars would like to emphas ize that your recent ly pur-
chased flea market steaks may not 
be of the highest quality. They 
wer~ silting in a pile out in the 
sun. 
., 
Scorpio (OCI. 24-Nov. 22): No 
matter how much you try to con-
vince Homeland Security, they 
will find it hard to be lieve that 
your oxygen-lank-toting granny is 
a terrorist. 
• 
Sagitta r ius (Nov, 23- Uec. 
21): The cute boy waiting on 
the train platform with you wi ll 
hea r you fart on your way home 
tonight. He wi ll think it's 
endearing and ask you out for 
ch ili. 
@ Capricorn (Dec. 22- Jan. 20): • You know that really disgusting habit you have that you try to keep 
to yourself? Somebody knows. 
And they ' re laughing about you 
with their friends. 
• 
Aquarius (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): 
You will find out this week that 
Lou Gehrig 's Disease, Eddie 
Murphy Syndrome and Judas' 
Ailment are all better sicknesses 
to be afflicted with than Dolph 
Lundgren Plague. BUI not much 
better. 
by Random ChrOnicle Staff Members 
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Citizens crack down on police a~?,S~ 
Watchdog group and including San Francisco and New York. All the incidents, attorneys said, add up lions but mundane ones~as ~ell. ' .: ~ 
• The groups want an agency with author- to a pattern of turrung a bhnd eye to police "There are some [Clttzen complamts] 
attorneys want polIce ity to investigate allegations of police mis- abuse. that say, 'The officer looked at me funny,'" 
board investigated conduct, subpoena power and a multimil- Futterman said he plans .to publish she said. 
lion-dollar budget. research this summer that concludes from Bond said that since Cline became 
By Don Babwln 
A police watchdog group and attorneys 
who say Chicago's police department has 
done little to stop abuse by offi cers 
pushed April 5 for an independent review 
agency to inves tigate allega tions o f 
police misconduct. 
Locke Bowman, legal director of the 2002 to 2004, the department sustained superintendent in 2003, he has recom-
MacArthur Justice Center, characterized just 124 of more than 10,000 complaints mended 110 officers be fired, evidence the 
the existing police board as a "passive" alleging abuse such as excessive force, department is aggressively policing itself. 
body that doesn'1 conduct investigations, racial abuse and illegal searches. She said she doesn't know how many of 
but only decides to discipline or fire offi- Bond had not seen Futtennan's research those officers ultimately were fired. 
They said the now-famous videotaped 
beating of a woman bartender by an off-
duty Chicago police officer should prompt 
offic ials to address what they called a pat-
tern of police abuse allowed to fester for 
decades. 
"The time is now, the world is watch-
ing," said Craig Futtennan, a University of 
Chicago law professor who said research 
shows the depanment does not police 
itself. 
TIle police department dismissed the 
need for such a body, saying two civil ian 
bodies already exist-one that invest igates 
allegations against police officers and 
another that disciplines and fires officers. 
The news conference included represen-
tat ives from Ci ti zens Alert. the Cook 
County Public Defender's Office, 
Northwestern University's MacArthur 
Justice Center and the University of 
Chicago's Mandel Legal Aid Clinic. They 
said they are forwarding to City Council 
members and Mayor Richard Daley copies 
of a proposed ordinance to set up an inde-
pendent body like those in several cities, 
cers in the most serious cases. 
But department spokeswoman Monique 
Bond noted there is not only a civilian 
police board but also an ·Office of 
Professional Standards, which is made up 
of civilian investigators who have subpoe-
na powers. 
"Those two agencies, combined, ensure 
there are comprehensive investigat ions," 
she said. 
The groups' pressure comes at a difficult 
time for the department. Besides the beat-
ing of the bartender, the department also 
has come under fire for the alleged beating 
of four businessmen by six other off-duty 
officers. And just las t week, 
Superintendent Phil Cline announced his 
retirement 
In a separate development April 5, the 
attorney represen·ting the bartender again 
criticized the department at another press 
conference on behalf of separate cJients-
the family of an undocumented immigrant 
shot 16 times after a police chase in 2005. 
"Despite the ovenvhelming phys ical 
evidence that their SlOry is a crock of bull , 
they remain on the streets today in squad 
cars in unifonns with guns and badges," 
attorney Terry Ekl sa id. 
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From left, Locke Bowman, legal director of the MacArthur Justice Center, Gerald 
Frazier of Citizens Alert and Craig Futterman, University of Chicago law professor. 
push for an independent review agency to invest igate allegations of misconduct 
by Chicago police officers to stop abuse. 
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Art: 
Sculpture depicts 
politician as Jesus 
Continued from Back Page 
sculpture, Rogers said it can be 
taken as more o f a satirica l piece 
that should encourage people to be 
more critical in their thinking 
when the presidential primaries 
begin in 2008. 
' 'He represents a person who can 
transcend the racial division and 
racial problems of the country," he 
said. "He is a uniter and he himself 
has sort of positioned himself in 
that way. So I guess in a way this is 
an invitation to look more careful-
ly at that and what it means," 
Andrean Vargas, a senior paint-
ing major at SAle, who works in 
the 02 Gallery where the sculpture 
is on display, agrees the piece 
depicts an accurate message about 
Obama and how the public has 
embraced him. 
"He has this kind of idea as our 
savior," Vargas said. "He's been so 
idolized, and tlris was the right 
piece at the right time." . 
Despite the many people agree-
ing with the messages behind the 
piece, the man himself doesn't 
necessarily identify with the self-
reflective sculpture as well as the 
general public. 
"While we respect First 
Amendment rights and don' t think 
the artist was trying to be o ffen-
sive, Senator Obama, as a rule, 
isn' t a fan of art that offends reli-
/' gious sensibilities," according to a 
written statement sent to The 
Chronicle from Obama's cam-
paign. 
Even though Obama may find 
the artwork to be religiously offen-
sive, Diane Dunagan, spokes-
woman for the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, said the message was 
more political than religious. She 
said it doesn't relate to their organ-
ization nor does the Chicago 
Archdiocese find the artwork to be 
sacrilegious. 
Cordero is among many other 
Chicago artists who have caused 
the public ·to question where the 
line should be drawn when it 
comes to artists practicing First 
Amendment rights through their 
work. 
"My hope was that 
'Blessing' would spark pro-
ductive dialogue behveen 
different groups of people. " 
-David Cordero, SAIC stu-
dent who created the sculpture 
Michael Hernandez de Luna, 
curator fo r the Glass Curtain 
Gallery's exhibit "Axis of Evil : 
TIle Secret History o f Sin," got a 
visit from Secret Service agents in 
April of 2005. The Secret 
Service's visit was regarding a 
stamp piece depicting President 
Bush with a gun to his head and 
also one showing planes flying 
into the Sears Tower. 
Unlike the New York City 
exhibit, the pieces were not pulled, 
but they still initiated discussion 
on when artists cross the line from 
freedom of speech to being offen-
sive or supportive of violence with 
their art. 
" It sounds like (de Luna 's piece} 
did g~t dangerously close to cross-
ing that line," Rogers sa id. " But 
again I am leery of really trying to 
regulate freedom of speech, 
because I think it can be a slippery 
slope where political differences 
affect the police. And just because 
someone expresses a point of view 
that clashes with your political per-
spective, you look to clamp down 
on that person's speech, and I think 
that is dangerous." 
Rogers believes that although 
some artists do cross the line when 
their pieces insinuate violence, the 
right to free speech should be pro-
tected all the time. 
"We should go as far as we can 
to protect people's right of speech, 
because if we don't do that we 
could end up killing political dia-
logue," he said . " If we are a 
democracy. we want more dia-
logue and more deliberation, not 
less." 
He also said it's evident in the 
amount of public discussion 
already created, that students like 
Cordero are us ing their First 
Amendment rights in a positive 
way. 
" My hope was that 'Blessing' 
would spark productive dialogue 
between different groups of peo-
ple," Cordero said. 
Regardless of people's response 
to Cordero 's piece, Rogers said the 
controversy won ' t last long. 
" I see this as systematic as the 
media phenomenon he is at the 
moment," Rogers said . "But I 
assume that over lime the media 
machine will cool, and they wi ll 
take a more tough-minded 
approach and some of these more 
frivolous stories . won't be the 
foreground, because there wi ll be 
more substance and more to dis-
cuss." 
jzimmennan@chroniclemail. com 
Boeing: 
Company respects 
protesters rights 
Continued f rom Back Page 
Boeing said it has no plans to 
issue any response regarding the 
committee's protest. 
"People certa inly are entitled to 
their opinions on the war, and it 's 
41 
Boeing has had contracts with 
the U.S. Military dating back as 
far as World War 1. 
"There are many companies that 
sell to the U.S. Military," Neale 
said. " I don't think these profits 
are excessive in the least." 
Rebecca Hams, a journalism 
major at Northwestern, came to 
the protest carrying a large 
woman·shaped puppe!. The pup-
pet nonnally wears a sign that says 
"hann none," but was unable to 
because of high winds. 
" 1 bring puppets to protests to 
make Ihe atmos-their right to 
protest it," sa id 
Boei n g 
spokesman Tim 
Neale. 
UBoeing has a very 
active lobbying effort 
phere more fes-
tive," Hartis said. 
"Protesls have a 
lot of anger and 
while there is rca-
son to be angry 
with the govern-
ment, 1 think it's 
important to 
express ourselves 
artistically." 
TIle comminee 
accused Boeing 
o f profi ting as 
much as $52 bi l-
lion from govern-
where they 're not servillg 
the military as milch as 
they're servillg their 
ilJterests. " 
ment contracts - Brad Thomson, 
since the start of spokesman for the Committee 
the war. Neale to IGck Boeing to the C urb 
could not confinn 
This was the 
conuniuee's fIrs t 
that number but said its military 
contracts accou nt for approx i-
mately half of their total revenue. 
Neale said its total revenue for 
2006 was $6 1.5 bi ll ion. 
"We see our mission as provid-
ing the best products and services 
so [the mi litary] can accomplish 
their mission," Neale said. 
However, not everyone sees it 
that way. 
Jose Martin works with the 
comminee because he said Boeing 
built bombs that were used to 
anack his relatives in Panama in 
the early 1990s. 
" Friends of my relatives . were 
killed by Boeing bombs," Martin 
said. " I feel very strongly because 
their bombs dropped on my fami-
ly 's houses." 
action, but members plan to march 
on May I 10 protest a polentiai $2 
bill ion contraci Boe ing might 
receive. 
Boeing said the contract would 
provide a more efficient network 
to border patrol agents and would 
also provide them with motion 
sensors. 
" Boeing has a very active lob-
bying effort where they 're not 
serving the military as much as 
they' re serving their interests," 
Thomson said. "We ' re going to 
keep applying pressure until 
Boeing recognizes they're not 
welcome with war profiteering." 
chronicle@colum.edu 
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@ffteials fail to 
with;~:FOIA requests 
Citizens have trouble 
gaining}nformation from 
state govelnment 
By Aloha Qldwae . 
Staff Writer 
When recent Columbia a lumna Evan 
Nimke. 23, needed a lisl of act ive liquor 
licenses for a bus iness plan at work. he 
turned to the Freedom of Inion nation Act to 
help dig up a database of all local bars and 
clubs in Chicago. 
But the government agency neve r 
responded to his calls . c-Illaiis and fax es. 
" It wasil ' ( like I couldn ' ( gel th rough to 
them- I hey didn't take me se riousl y," 
Nimke said . "They thought I was a co l-
lege kid working on a projec t." 
Nimke ended up taking the longer rou te 
by doing the research himself via the 
Internet , but under the Freedom of 
Infomtation Act. government agencies 
are required to respond to public infonna-
lion requests like his. 
One Chicago governmenl watchdog 
group is pushing for an amendment to 
Illinois's FOIA that would make it 
mandatory for government agencies to 
comply with requests. According to their 
proposal , the Illinois Attorney General 's 
public access counselor would be granted 
FOIA enforcement authority. 
"There's no FOIA cop you can call ," said 
Dan Sprehe, chief investigator of the 2006 
report "Curiosity Killed the Cat," released 
by the Better Government Association, a 
Chicago-based government watchdog 
group. The report found 62 percent of the 
408 units of Illinois government included in 
the study failed to respond to FOIA requests. 
It recommended giving enforcement author-
ity to the 'public access counselor, " 
'The U.S , House of Representatives 
submitted a federal FOIA reform bill to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and . 
Governmental Affairs on March 15. If 
approved, unresponsive federal govern- " 
Illen! agencies would be forced to waive:·f 
search and copying fees for the FOIA '/ 
requester, 
Te rri Mutchler, the Illinois Attorney 
General's public access counselor, edu-
cnles government o fficials about FOIA, 
said Co lumbia journalism professor and 
jonner FO IA lawyer Meg Tebo, 
" In recent years [IllinoisJ is in the fo re-
front in terms of making public officials 
more aware of FOIA," Tebo said. 
But. according to the report , when a 
BGA member requested the phone bilts of 
high-ranking government offic ials, 39 
percent o f the 408 agencies fai led to 
respond, while 38 percent were fully or 
substantially compliant. 
The agencies were considered to be fully 
compliant if they sent all the material 
requested within a period of seven working 
days and two mailing days. 
"When you're dealing with a munici-
pality that has a fair number of people in 
its population, they get a lot of mail ," 
Sprehe said. "It doesn't excuse compli-
ance with the act , but it 's easy to see how 
a request could be lost in the shuffle." 
C itizens can seek litigation if govern-
ment bodies do not comply with a FOIA 
request. If a public official or public 
office is withholding information from 
the public , then a citizen has a good 
chance of winning the case, Sprehe said. 
Jay Stewart, the executive director of 
BGA, said he wants a change in attitude 
FREE MU&II11/lflt lot /71 !elts.! 3 tOOl11h1 (2' .i;;~;"umlt) 
Truck &Driver 
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by elected officials regarding FOIA. He ~ "Smell ip. .h'er bac~ardi' At the fIrst hear-
sa id the press probably gets the best · ing, the ' neighbo~";'teStified_ .to using a 
treatment and groups like BGA get some- powder on the: fa.W1it~to:" keep away elk. 
what better treatment compared with res- When the smell f9tPpeared, Valadez tq.ok 
idents ' requests. the neighbor ,to c~ur(:"again, but this·tim·e, 
"The public is least likely to make a he denied using anything. Valadaz 
stink and least likely to sue," Stewart said. requested a FOIA for the first hearing, 
"But most FOIA requests don 't come from but the city department told her the tape 
press. Most come from citizen~." with his testimony was lost. 
Federal FOIA amendments would cre- Tebo said fdl!cating officials in public 
ate the Office of Governmental offices will get·1Iietn to J:.Qrnply with FOIA 
Information Services within the National ' "Some [officials] just don't get it, they 
Archives to make it easier for requesters don ' t understand it:~ IeQo said. "They 
to get information without going to coun wing it and say no beca\tse.::it! a pain in 
and to recover attorney fees if litigation the neck; they forget that anyone.:. ~ ti-
is sought. tied to know what's going on." 
Pat Valadez, 57, of the West Side, said 
she brought her neighbor to coun over a ""chronfde@co[um,e,du 
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program is looking for the following: 
$7,000 compensation to heatthy women between the: ages 
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OPEN HOUSE 
EVERY WED 3-6 PM 
Take the eTA blue line west three 
stop, to Ule-Halst. d G.t off tho 
train and exit on Morgan St. 
Building is immedlatciy North of 
eltpressway and steps from the station 
43 
44 The Columbia Chronicle I April 9, 2007 
City Beat I April 9. 2007 
Good Friday in Little Village 
Jesus Martinez is positioned on a cross as a part of the 
Good Friday services· ou tside of St. Agnes Church. 
2651 S. Central Pa rk Ave., on March 6 . Martinez was 
playing the part of Jesus Christ. 
hole·ridd led corporate income tax major part of my child's life, and 
system for the state's lack of jobs good quality education gives stu· 
because o f its inefficient and unfair dents an opportunity in life," Hood 
impact 011 middle-class workers. said. 
The Gross Reciepts Tax would Doug Whitley, president of the 
call for a 0.5 percent tax on the Ill ino is Chamber of Commerce 
goods economy for all businesses said the Illinois business commu-
and a 1.8 percent tax on the service nilY acknowledges there is a prob-
economy. but only for corpora- Jem with the healthcare system, 
lions with sales of more than $1 bUI a " big tax, big spend" solution 
million. The governor stressed won ' t so lve it. 
small businesses are exempt from "The Gross Rece ipts Tax is a 
the tax if the ir sa les fall under the non-starter," Whitley said . " We do 
volume necessary to qualify. Food not bel ieve it will promote job 
and medicine sales are a lso growth ... just talking about it will 
exempt. chill the economy." 
Attaining universal healthcare; Despite the skepticism from 
better educat ion funding and the Hood and Whitley, Lister is still 
continued decrease of the $4 1 bil- optimistjc about the largest tax 
lion teacher pension debt, hinge on increase in the history of Illinois. 
several factors. The combination " I think it' d be great," Lister 
of these new business taxes and said of the pend ing legislat ion. "Of 
removing accounting loopholes , course, people 'are going to com-
which allow some larger corpora- plain about high taxes, but univer-
lions to not pay any taxes at all , is sal healthcare wou ld be a great 
key to the proposal. sell ing point for the state. I can't 
Healthcare: address, «their fair share of taxes." Despite ' the optimistic proposal imagine it doing anyth ing but Blagojevich further pointed out by the governor, some individuals increasing the population." 
N ' I that in 2004, 99 of the Fortune 100 in ... th~~ bus iness, healthcare an.d Nevertheless, as ide from the 
Andrew Nelles/The Chronicle 
Many students . like 25-ye ar-
old Columbia journal ism 
major David Liste r, will have 
to find affordable hea lthcare 
after graduating from college. 
governor 's proposal, it wou ld be a 
historic undertaking fo r the state of 
Illinois if passed. 
The idea does, however, bring to 
Lister's mind Blagojevich 's cam-
paign prom ise to not raise taxes. 
chronicJe@colum.edu 
ew. proposa ~~~pmM!!.t~~ fiI~.d in_corT!,e tax r.etli.Q!s .. h~y;p';eran, -c~ . .Q':.l~s ~9~ '.t ~.lie.v~ llie'-- 'mixed feelings the hinges on state'!"'-. ilr°lllifio,i.,I'IOwever., 37 " ftho"'- ~-~~-=-----=-~----------
• ~ __ . 100 dIdn't pay any !ncome t""cs ': It w~~ ld 4.t.fmitely i(l1pact tax hIkes '" despite averagmg $L2 billion 10 m¥\aged care .... 1;6mpan~es tr~men-
<fl', .~ sales for IlImOis alone, accor~mg dously, but Whether ·or not it would 
Conlinuedjirom Back Page tn ·.the I Ui~is Int.':';al ~VCnuc bel, for the ,beuer • .I don't 
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Knock on wood ," 
The governor's Tax Fairness 
proposal increases taxes out not 
through property or ~diPQnal 
methods. Instead it woul~ hold the 
iinois
r 
business _ -.< community 
responsible -for, according to his 
In addition, the governor saiHenta1 national network manager. 
during that same year, the average Even though Hood's l2-year-
Illinois fami ly paid SI,5oo in state o ld son, who attends public school 
taxes. as opposed to th,e SI5 1 in south west suburban Joliet, 
which 12,25 I of the biggest corpo: would benefit from the govenor 's 
rations in Ill inois paid in state idea, she remains undecided on the 
taxes that same year. ent ire proposal. 
Blagojevich blamed the loop- "The public school system is a 
Mauricio RubiojThe Chronicle 
Above, the interior ha ll way of the mQre than a centrury o ld Fine Arts Building, 410 S. Michigan 
Ave. Top right , the exterior of the storetront at 404 S. Michigan Ave . that previo usly housed Rain 
Dog Books and Cafe and is now home to· Alvin Gates Photography and Tango Chicago. The 
Chicago landma rk also contains two theaters, The Studebaker Theatre and The Playhouse, both 
of which are currently not operat iona l. 
Berger: 
Flatiron building 
loses two local hot 
spots to a bank 
Continued from Front Page 
ground level space. The owner, 
Alvin Gates, a lso teaches tango 
classes on the floor above of the 
storefront. 
"[Gates} n.ot on ly is a great por-
trait artist, but he also teaches 
tango in the hallways late at night, 
in the lobby and eventually, weath-
er permitting, on the sidewalk in 
front of the build ing," Berger sa id . 
But when asked about the Rain 
Dog Books and Cafe and Marc 
Rubin story, Berger was uncom-
monly quiet, maintaining on ly that 
the two had, "tried to pull a fas t 
one on me ." [Rubin] didn ' t have 
a lease. He didn ' t have anything," 
and "that's past history and of no 
value." 
Rubin was unable to be reached 
for additional comment. 
Berger's vague answer illus-
trates why his business dea ls are 
sometimes controversial. 
Berger bought the Fine Arts 
Bui lding in 2004 with a last-
minute S10 million bid. The deal 
s idelined the efforts of The Fine 
Arts Building Foundation, a group 
that had raised enough money to 
buy the building from the previous 
owners, artist Thomas Graham 
and Hom Chen. 
"One of the major concerns 
when the ownership changed was: 
Will the program of the building 
change?" said Jason Neises, direc-
tor of tours and volunteer serv ices 
at the Chicago Arch itecture 
Foundation. "Because, typ ically, 
it 's been occupied by artist studios, 
instrument makers and architects, 
and they were afraid the new own-
ership might change. the program 
as far as not having low cost rent 
for them ." 
Neises said the possible restora-
tion of the two theaters in the Fine 
Arts Bui lding. The Studebaker 
Theatre and The Playhouse came 
up when the building was sold as 
we ll. Both have been closed since 
2000, but initially there was talk of 
restoring the theaters which used 
to screen art fi lms. 
The Fine Arts Building isn ' t the 
only architecturall y renowned 
Chicago building Berger owns that 
is drawing speculative attention. 
It was recently revealed in a 
Berger's moves have raised con~ 
cemed eyebrows, Jeff Linnane, the 
owner of Filter and the recently 
closed Gourmand , 728 S. 
Dearborn St., said his relationship 
with Berger has been nothing but a 
pleasure. 
" Bob rBerger] gave me a chance 
to put in a concept over there with 
March 21 article 
in the Ch icago 
Journal , "There 
goes the neigh-
borhood," that 
two Wicker Park 
hot spots wi 11 be 
moving o ut of 
the Berger-
owned Flatiron 
Bui lding. 1585 
N. Mi lwaukee 
Ave. The busi-
nesses, Filter and 
Swank Frank's, 
wi ll be moving 
"If [ say Ihal [ allowed 
10 be sold oul, [ look like a 
sell 0111. [look like a 
Filter when not 
many other peo-
ple would have 
g iven it to me, 
and I' ve got 
nothing but high 
comments and 
praise for Bob," 
Linnane said . 
"Bob is quirky, I 
think he might 
even be the first 
person to admit 
thut, but he's a 
very smaJ1 bus i-
neighborhood sell 0111 alld 
Ihe big ballk came ill allll 
gave me a bllllch of 
mOlley, and Ihal's 1101 real-
Iy true. " 
- Jeff Lin nane, owner of 
Filter and Gourm,tnd 
out to make way for a Bank of 
America, much to the dismay of 
many neighborhood residents and 
frequent patrons of the coffee shop 
and hot dog stand . 
Despite the fact that some of 
ness person and 
he understands that. " 
Linnane 's situation in leaving 
Wicker Park has causcd quitc the 
stir, but he said he is currently 
looking for a new location for 
Filter. 
"This is a duplicitous situation 
where I'm not going to look good 
either way," Linanne said . "1ft say 
that I allowed to be sold out, I look 
like a sell out. I look like a neigh-
borhood sell out and the big bank 
came in and gave me a bunch of 
money, and that's not rea lly tme. 
It 's partially true, I am receiving 
money to leave, but it's the buyout 
of my lease that it bas ically 
amounts to." 
Even though Linanne will soon 
be leaving Berger 's Flatiron 
Bui lding, he sti ll had nothing but 
good things 10 say about his land-
lord. for both his work at the 
Flatiron and the Fine Arts. 
"Someone I ike Bob brings the 
feel the Fine Arts Bui lding has. It 's 
really a one of a kind," Linnane 
said. " He could have eas ily condo-
ed the inside of that build ing and 
done whatever, but he didn ' t, and 
there 's something to be sa id for 
that." 
jewerl@chrolllclem(lil.com 
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Scoop in the Loop: Will the eTA bliss last? 
By Dana Nelson 
Assistant City Beat Editor 
The reconstruct ion on the 
Brown, Red and Purple Lines was 
projected to make everyone's 
commute a living he ll. But from 
persona l observation , it 's been 
anyth ing but. 
Since I've started commuting 
farther distances on the el after 
moving out of the Loop, I've had 
the same fears and worries others 
have expressed about this new 
reconstruction project that is sup-
posed to last two years and reduce 
the tracks at Fullerton and 
Belmont in order to widen the 
platfonn and install elevators. 
I regularly ride the Blue and 
Red Lines, and my commute has 
hardly been disrupted, as though 
the CTA is completely capable of 
handling the mass of riders. 
Like many Chicagoans, I' ve 
been surprised by the seemingly 
better service. The trains have 
been quite empty compared to the 
nonnal elbow-to-elbow squeeze 
that is reminiscent of the e levators 
in South Campus Building, 624 S. 
Michigan Ave. 
The Chicago Tribune, which 
tracks the el 's sta tus each day, has 
Comedy: 
Best comics in 
city could win 
thousandS 
Conlinuedfrom Back Page 
who has worked to improve stand-
up s ince the crash, has started a 
comedy competition that promises 
S3,500 to tlfe top three comedians 
in Chicago. He started it to bring 
more attention to stand-up comedy 
as well as change the way comedi-
ans look at perfonn ing . 
'''There 's just a mentality that 
comics in Chicago don ' t take com-
edy seriously, they don ' t look at it 
like a career choice; it's just a 
hobby for them ," Odd sa id. "So 
when opportunities arrive, they 
don't get around to it. " 
The contest invol ves s ix weeks 
of preliminary rounds at Pressure 
Billiard, and Comedy Cate , 63 1 H 
N. C lark St" Kitty M,x"" 6237 N. 
C lark St. , and Jokc'i and Nolc",. 
4641 S, King Drivc , Thc prelimi-
nary round'! "IIm1 ed March 16 and 
wi ll t1ld April 21. 
There will be 64 comcdjanH 
q.e ltt:ted frunl the pre liminary 
rounds:, who wi ll then go un 10 per-
form in eight week." uf flCmi· final 'l, 
with tight comedl;lII~ performing 
ttICh week , For Ih;" pari u f 'he UJIl-
I.e"t, winllitlg f.:omedian, wil l 
rece ive I; rn~IJ (,.~t," PrJ/,ct: ,HId "ead~ 
llHe ,,"rnc(flICfJ I t;hClwc: for \7'1 ' f he 
Ittp e: 1y,l JI ('umc/l J;Hl !l w ill 'hen per· 
fiffHl ItJ 11 nlJlI I ( OI Jl Jd fIll hmc 17, 
WIth !he IUfl ,hn't W"J/IIIl~ \1,lIflO , 
"f ,fj(J(1 alJd 1.';(j(I , H't:I,, '<.. ll vc ly 
" ( (m lM ICI {H e flllC /1 1 'he elllHec: 1 
dJ( ,w" If I ~c, trl.:flpJe If /l'e( a ll lle 'he 
itlJ(hen<..e II; JlJdgl JJj! 'he ,: lIfIW, 11ft 
the (,.1I1Hiv~ li re Iry "'~ lu R!" ac: 
stated the rush hour commute has 
been doin g better than expected. 
e TA offic ials be li eve thi s is 
because people are taking buses 
or driving instead, which could 
exp lai n the lack of passengers 
when I get on in the morning. 
With Jess people, the commute 
has been faster, taking me 30 to 
45 minutes to get 10 the Loop, 
even though I've set aside at least 
an hour and a half, knowing there 
are unexpected delays or trains 
that don ' I show up at the station 
for ages . This hasn't happened 
since the reconstruction began. 
Are the trains moving faster or 
stopp ing less on ran dom parts of 
the track? 
The Blue Line is also suppos-
edly using more tTains than usual , 
w hich cou ld account for 15 to 20 
minutes of time spent waiting for 
it to arrive . 
Because I've seen all thi s hap-
pening, a few questions poke at 
the back of my brain abou t ou r 
current commut ing system. 
First of a ll, if people are com-
pletely able to adapt to new com-
muting routes, why didn 't more 
. people use bus routes to take them 
to their destinations before? 
Secondly, if the Blue Line is 
able to accoml"(lodate the abun-
dance of passengers they were 
expecting due to the Red Line 
reconstruction, why couldn ' t the 
CTA have made those changes 
earlier, thus e liminating the prob-
lems affecting the Blue Line? 
But most important ly, w ill this 
period of nearly painless com-
muting last? 
Like the Dan Ryan 
Expressway reconstruction that 
many people as possible to come 
out," Odd said. 
C hicago has largely been 
known for its improv-based come-
dy due to the popularity of clubs 
like Second C ity and Improv 
O lympic , now ca ll ed the iO 
Theater. 
" This is not a stand-up town," 
sa id Kelly Leonard, vice presi -
de nt of Second City. " The w ho le 
art fo rm took a huge dip and a ll 
those clubs closed . That who le 
stand-up comedy boom trail ed 
off and it 's never really recov-
ered in the city." 
He sa id Second C ity and iO 
Theater are successful because 
they continued to put out good 
comedians, w hereas the stand-up 
scene fell short when it came to 
continuous qua lity. 
" ISecond C ityi bu ilt a w ho le 
impro v and sketch comedy scene 
that has really nourished and is 
rea lly big, and therc's one c lub in 
the c ity, Zim ies, that 's fu ll timc ," 
I ,conard sa id . 
Haas <t ttribute~ Zanies' longevi-
ty 10 it " reputation. 
" l'cuple w ill come in , they may 
not remember who thcy saw, but 
they re member they saw a greal 
slmuJ-up ~how, amI they' ll co rne 
hack," 11 11<1,"1 ~aid . 
lie .'laid he didll 'l 11('li t (ipelll ll lc.'l 
for tlli s rCfl 'lOfl : 1110'11 flew cOllledi· 
anH hll ve raw I1IIcIlI 111 ;11 i ~n ' l deve l· 
oped yet. 
odd ag reed Ih nt lIIany new 
t. lllll Cd h llJM dlll l" a'traci hllHillC"H, 
hilI he 'Hl ld vellllCM !filch 11 '1 /',lI l1 le'i 
flllly lI 'Ie Ihc .'lUll' !; cUlll etilslll .'l 
wlil/lfc aLI '! It,CI 0111 alief' ,,,tiC 
" fI," 'hc !JJIJ':! 1'1111 npcn 1II1C<; 
dllll ' ! ha ve IHIl t. h 0/ 1111 IIl ldic m;c 
hCl.al l lllJ a j.!IH1(1 7 11 pCI CClI1 0 / it III 
K"III I!. 10 he lenl/llt ," Otld !-I uhl. 
" 11111 ,he,e ItI C '1 0 IJIIHly I£IJI /d 
l.IllfI lt." JIl Ihe t. il y willi dOli ' ! gel 
""cJJII",, f"",, I/J\ III ."'I(IWCn"c 
began last year, the beg inning 
was smooth , but as people got 
tired of their new routes, they 
started merging onlo -the high-
way again , causing huge traffic 
buildups and plenty of unhappy 
commuters. I Ihink thi s is some-
thing we need to take into con-
s iderati on when it comes to the 
e l. It may be running fin e o r bet-
ter than average for now, but it is 
doubtful this happy per iod of 
speedy, spac ious riding will con-
tinue through the next two years. 
I know the city is really work-
ing to improve its mass trans-
portation in response to numerous 
complaints and the hopes of host-
ing the 20 16 Olympics, but I' m 
still skeptical of the end result. 
We 've readjusted our sched-
ules, modified our routes and 
waited ever-so-patiently for the 
tra ins and buses to arrive . 
Because of this , one thing is for 
sure: If the trans it system does-
rooms, simply because they're not 
hanging out with the right people 
or at the right open mics." 
Because major venues such as 
Zanies and Second City don ' t offer 
opportun ities for new stand-up 
comedians to enter the scene, Odd 
started promoting open mics in 
bars and clubs all over the city. 
"Zanies is milking their reputa-
tion, but not doing much for the 
local scene," Odd said. 
He sa id he was trying to cre-
ate a comedy c lub environment 
that catered to the demographic ' 
that other c lubs suc h as the 
Lincoln Lodge and Zanies neg-
lected, such as those in the 18 to 
25 age bracket. 
" There are way too many 
closed doors where they don ' t 
need to be," Odd sa id . "Comedy 
is go ing in a different direction 
and clubs don ' t seem to want to 
kcep up with that. " 
In order to adapt to the changes 
of the comedy SCClle, Odd is put-
ling on the Edge Comedy Contest, 
which is the biggest cash comedy 
conlest to ever tnke p loce in 
Chicago, Odd sa id. 
O ne of the rilles of the semi-
fin als is that the comcdians hllVC 
10 bri ng li t least 10 people to thtl 
show. which will be held ut Gllrv 
lilli , 6546 Windsor Ave., in 
Berwyn. This i.'I due 10 the dwi ll" 
dlirl g lIudicnctJs thllt hn vtJ becn 
prc!'IClii II I previolls shows, whel'u 
1I10s1 of the peuple Itl Itth.lI1dulII':u 
lire Il lsl) cUllIedlulls. 
" II 's .'10 ' " (If d l ll1 ttCrutl .~," Odd 
lIuld , "{' \lill ie,'! ~c l used tu pur .. 
IlIrl1l l ll ~ 1'111' (I, Ii ef CtII l1 lCS IIml 
dClIr, ~ 'h lll ~S Ih ul lIli l ulh ul' 
CCJfIlI ..:" would liml IiUIII)" wh ich 
" IIIII UI I IIIUII wurk .'l lilf hlp.ll tll l' 
cruwd". bill II I Ihe !lIlI IHl IllII ll 
w hen YOIl wl1l11 hI gu h YUI1IIII tnl 
Itl Illll i nlltll \l IlCC~, IIIII I'~ lUll ~u lll ~ 
III fl y," 
n ' t get any better after the 
reconstruction, 'I and the rest of 
the C hicago commuter popula-
tion will be beyond disappoint-
ed. We ' ll be angry and send lots 
of bitter text messages to the 
CTA (part of the Neighbor 's 
Project 's campaign to help 
improve the CTA) as we stand 
on snowy or rainy platfonns and 
complain to CTATattler.com 
about the horrid system. 
If the CTA is reall y capable of 
handling the thousands that take 
the e l and buses every day dur-
ing this project, it definitely has 
no excuse for poor transporta-
tion after the reconstruction is 
complete. I definitely don ' t 
want to spend each morning and 
evening dreading the di stance, 
time and number of people on 
the train who are also, most like-
ly, dreading the same. 
dnelson@chron;clemail.com 
In order to keep the contest fair, 
voting audience members are 
required to tell who they c8me to . 
see, as well as vote for two pe0-
ple. rather than one. - , ~ .. 
Odd said there may be the pos-
sibility of people voting for their 
friend and the worst comedian on 
stage, but he said everyone else in 
the audience may be thinking the 
same thing and thus cause the 
worst person to win. 
There is also going to be a panel 
qfjudges to critique the comedians 
("who also have voting powe{. The 
judges cannot overrule the audi-
ence, but their votes will be worth 
more. 
Odd said he hope people take 
the contest seriously and come out, 
bring ing friends and family as 
aud ience members. 
'" think that 's going to give us a 
lot more credibility llS far as the 
comedy event mentality goes," 
Odd said . 
Roaln Blmill/Tli 
ZOtilo. Ol11 0Cty Club, 1548 111', Walls St., W~8 built In 1978 8nd 
IIOS boon O I1 ~ of tllO olily stolid·up l\t~ to I 8t beyond the 
lloOlll1o o f 8ti'J lld·up 111 Cil IOOIIO, 
/' 
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Metro news briefs: a short week in review 
Police superintendent retires 
Chicago's police superintendent, Phil Cline, announced 
April 2 that he would be retiring. though he said he would 
stay with the force Wltil a replacement was found. according 
to the Associated Press. Mayor Richard M. OaJey said Cline 
wanted to retire a year ago, but Daley requested he stay_ 
Cline's retirement comes in the middle of a scandal as two 
off-duty officers in separate incidents were recently seen on 
video beating citizens. Additionally, several other officers 
have been accused of assaulting citizens and six officers 
have been taken off the force. After the beatings were caught 
on tape, Cline said he would work to make sure response 
was quicker and that officers accused of misconduct would 
be taken off the street, pending investigation. 
Coyotes like sandwiches too Tribune goes to Zell 
The coyote that walked into a downtown Quiznos 
restaurant, 37 E. Adams St., on April 3 was released back 
into the wi ld the next day, the Chicago Tribune reported. 
The coyote entered the Quiznos, which keeps its doors 
open during the day, and sat down by an open soda pop 
cooler. The Animal Care and Control Department eventu-
ally showed up, removed the coyote and held it in their 
center overnight. The coyote was released onto nine acres 
of private property in Barrington Hills owned by Barbara 
Overbey, who has taken in wild animals before. 
Real estate magnate Sam ZeU bought the Chicago 
Tribune's private shares April 2. which includes the 
Chicago Cubs and 25 percent of the cable channel 
Comcast SportsNet Chicago. The Cubs will reportedly be 
sold after the 2007 season. Zell, who has little background 
in the media industry, is spending $8.2 billion on the deal, 
which is structured around an employee stock ownersh ip 
plan. The plan wi ll help the company pay less money in 
corporate taxes. Zell said he has no plans on running the 
editorial side of the Chicago Tribune, though he hopes to 
bril)g more value to the business and e liminate some of 
the Chicago Tribune 's debt. In the past three years, the 
Tribune's stock has fallen 36.4 percent. 
Hungry fella? 
Police officers responded to a ca ll that a 47-
year-old man was attempting to steal cooper 
poles from a construction site located at 1720 S. 
Michigan Ave. on March 24. Police arrived to 
find the offender wrest ling w ith one of the work-
ers who had been bit in the stomach and was 
bleeding. The offender was arrested and charged 
with battery. 
Be on the lookout 
While waiting for the Orange Line on March 24 at 
the Roosevelt eTA station, 1200 S. State St., a 26-
year-old man was approached by two men between 
the ages of 18 and 2 1. The offenders reportedly 
asked the victim questions about his shoes and then 
got on the train with him. While approaching the Van 
Buren stop, the two men held a gun to the man's 
head and said "Gimme all your sh-t. Gimme that 
phone. Gimme that jacket." The victim handed over 
the objects to the men who then went through his 
pockets and took his wallet, which contained $250 
and his social security card. The two men exited at 
the Quincy stop and have not been found. 
But it's a movie rental store .. , 
While work ing behind the counter at Movie 
Time, 900 S. Wabash Ave. , on March 27, a 2 1-
year-old man reported to police that a man wear-
ing a white baseball cap, blue shirt and dark blue 
backpack entered the store asking about mem-
bership. He then left the sto re and later returned 
demanding the victim give him all the money in 
the register. As the manager to Movie Time 
entered the store, the offender fled the scene and 
has not been located by police. 
Daily bread 
During a random patrol on March 28, po lice 
officers were stopped by a 35-year-old man 
working at Pan era Bread, 50 I S. State S1. 
According to the worker, a 64-year-old man was 
screaming obscenities inside the restaurant and 
reportedly threw a glass bottle at him after he 
asked the offender to leave. When the officers 
entered the business the offender ran out the side 
door but was still caught and arrested by police. 
Compiled by Chronicle stafJthrough in/ormation provided by the Chicago Police Department. 
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Protesters rally April 4 in Daley Plaza, 55 W. Randolph St., to condemn Boeing for profiting from the 
war on. The protesters later marched to Boeing's Chicago headquarters at 100 N. Riverside Plaza. 
Boeing protest lifts off 
Demonstrators demand 
aerospace company to 
stop profiting from war 
By Lindsay Welbers 
Staff Writer 
"We don' t care if it 's snowing, 
we' re s till gonna protest 
Boeing." 
That's what approximate ly 
125 protesters chanted on April 
4 during a ra ll y 10 protest 
Boeing's military contracts. 
The Committee to Kick 
Boeing to the Curb marched 
from Daley Plaza, 50 W. 
Washington St., to Boeing's 
headquarters, 100 N. Riverside 
Plaza, to te ll the nation's largest 
producer of a irplanes to get out 
of the war or out of C hicago. 
" We think it's important to 
highlight these businesses that 
are making money off thi s 
unjust and unpopular war," sa id 
Brad Thomson, spokesman for 
the comm ittee. 
The committee claims that 
Boeing has been g iven over $54 
million in tax breaks, money 
they say could have gone to 
educa tion , healthcare or 
improving public transportation. 
" Like a bad boyfriend, Boeing 
has been profiling and getting a 
free ride off of Chicago," 
Thomson sa id . 
The committec a lso read a 
" Dear John" letter to Bocing 
over ttie phone and presentcd a 
mix CD of break-up songs that 
were suggested by the commit-
tee's sup.Qortcrs. 
Break.up ~.- included 
Prince's " When Doves Cry," 
"Great American Sharpshooter," 
by Less Than Jake <Jnd Whitney 
Houston 's " It 's Not Right , But 
It 's Ok." 
See Boeing, Page 41 
Obama receives. 'blessing' 
Local art student 
creates media frenzy 
over paper mache 
By Jenn Zimmennan 
Assistant City Beat Editor 
Chicago and New York City 
may be states apart, but nOlhing 
can bring them together like Jesus. 
Recent ly both states have been hit 
with nat ional media coverage 
regarding sculptures of Jesus 
Christ. 
In Chicago, the stir surrounds a 
School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago student David Cordero, 
who came under media fire after 
using 2008 presidential candidate 
Barack Obama as the subject for 
his senior art project. Two days 
later, on Apri l 4, New York C ity 
baoned an exhibit di splayi ng a 
chocolate Jesus sculpture. 
Cordero made a scu lpture of 
Obama entitled " Blessing" out of 
paper mache and accessorized the 
famous po li tical figure with a 
while robe, red sash and blue neon 
halo meant to represent him as 
Jesus Christ. 
" In some ways the piece is less 
Mauricio Rubio/The Chronicle 
The controversia l paper mache sculpture depicting presidential 
hopeful Barack Obama as Jesus Christ on display at the G2 
Ga lley 847 W. Jackson St. 
about religion and politics, and 
more about the 
role the individual can play in 
shaping the pol itical landscape," 
Cordero said in an e-mail. " If you 
want change, you need to do more 
than be a passive voter, though 
voting is a good place to start." 
According to Revel Rogers, a 
political science professor at 
Northwestern Un ivers ity, the 
sculpture presents a truthful mes-
sage that Obama has often asked 
the public to consider. 
" It seems to me that Obama 
himself has called the media to 
task on not taking him more seri-
ously and inviting them to write 
more about his policy position 
rather than the way he looks or his 
biography alone," Rogers sa id. 
Although he has not seen the 
See Art, Page 41 
Joking all the way to the bank 
Comedy competition 
hopes to revive 
declining stand-up 
By Dana Nelson 
Assistant City Beat Editor 
In the I 980s, Chicago hosted 
popular comics in the sland-up 
boom of the century. Swanns or 
people j umped from club to club. 
hoping to sec famous stand-up 
comedians such as Billy Crystal 
and Bill Hicks. More than a dozen 
comedy clubs operated throughout 
the week. hosting open. mics and 
showcasing famous stars like 
Eddie Murphy and Robin 
Williams, who wou ld later be 
broadcast to televisions across the 
nation. 
Howcvcr. the sccnc didn ' t last 
long into the 1990s, as too many 
competing clubs and 100 few good 
comedians took the stage. This 
d isheartened many audience 
members who turned to other ven-
ues and modes or comedy, such as 
improv, accord ing to Bert Haas, 
the general manager of Zanies, a 
comedy club wi th locations in 
Chicago. St . Charles and Vernon 
Hills. II I.. as well as onc in 
Nashville, Tcnn. 
Local comedian, Dave Odd. 
See Comedy, Page 46 
Don't break a leg 
Govenor's universal 
healthcare program 
could benefit students 
By Marlo Reed 
Contributing Writer 
David Lister, 25-year-old junior 
Columbia journali sm major, often 
thinks about what wou ld happen if 
he fell down several flights of 
steps in the South Campus 
Building, 624 S. Michigan Ave., 
and broke his ann. Lister doesn' t 
have health insurance to cover the 
hundreds of dollars in medica l 
costs he 'd incur from such a mis-
cue. And he is just one of thou-
sands of other coll ege students 
without healthcare coverage. 
According to a report published 
by Aetna, one of the nation 's lead-
ing healthcare benefit companies, 
nearly one in three of the 45.8 mil-
lion Americans uninsured are 
between 18 and 24 years old. 
Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich 
said he understands how danger-
ous those two concepts arc finan-
cially and socially. Blagojevieh 
introduced the Tax Fairness Plan 
to prevent such situations. 
In Blagojevich's March 7 State 
of the State address, he sa id, "We 
have developed a [healthcare] plan 
that is secure, affordable, reliable 
and leaves no one behind." 
In that same address, Gov. 
Blagojevich explained that he is 
call ing on Illinois businesses 10 
help pay for the plan, which he 
said would generate approximate-
ly $6 billion in new revenue. To 
accomplish his goa l, he introduced 
a new Gross Receipts Tax that 
wou ld be complemented by a plan 
to lease the state lottery to the 
highest bidding private business. 
The proposal has three primary 
initiatives. The first is to invest $ 10 
billion over four years into the 
public school system. The second 
is to fund a universal healthcare 
program called "Illinois Covered" 
that would insure the 1.4 million 
uncovered adults in the state. The 
third and final initiative is to cut 
the state's under funded teaehcrs ' 
pension liability by 63 percent. 
"The governo r is propos ing 
something historical, and it really 
benefits everyone in the state of 
Illinois," said Mary Ellen Guest, 
the director of A+, a non-profit 
advocacy coalition. "We 've been 
fighting for 25 years for something 
that addresses education and other 
social needs and this proposal 
begins to accomplish that." 
Lister understands the signifi-
cance of a tax hike. As an unem-
ployed college student, Lister feels 
there are more important financial 
priorities than health insurance. 
"My girlfriend and 1 doo't make 
much money, and there arc other 
things that are more important to 
us," Lister said . "Also, I don't get 
sick very much, so it docsn't makc 
sense for me to have it right now. 
Knock on wood." 
The governor's Tax Fairness 
proposal increases taxes, but not 
thr{lugh property or traditional 
methods. Inslcad it would hold the 
Il linois business community 
responsible for, 'cording to his 
address, "their fair s ftaxes." 
Blagojevich further poin lit 
that in 2004. 99 of the Fortune I 
companies filed income tax 
returns in Illinois. However, 37 of 
those 100 didn 't pay any income 
taxes despite averaging $1.2 bil-
lion in sa les for Illinois alone, 
according to the Illinois Internal 
Revenue Service. 
In addition, the governor a . 
pointed out that during t me 
year, the average I · IS Jamlly-
paid $ 1,500 i state taxes, as 
opposed to the $ 15 1 which \2,25 \ 
See Healthcare, Page 45 
Coyote hungry 
Chuck Wu/ Contributing Photographer 
Just before 2 p.m. on April 3, a lost coyote strolled into 
the Quiznos eatery at 37 E. Adams 51. and s at in the bev-
erage cooler. Animal control removed the animal 45 min-
utes later after it was locked inside the store. 
